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PERICO'S REVENGE.

J)ERICO was a jolly gocti fellow, whio 41d a free, happy andi
J.independent 11ife. such as diti the Ilourian people pue%. iou-, to

the invasion of the Plu-nicians.
Young", ricli, elegyant, and endoweti witb soiîntil cotiiinon :;'eîîis

and no inean parts, it seeiiied as if ])aille Fortune biat taken an
especial deligit in bestowing upon bun the most inestimiable gifts
at ber comnmand.

His wvas a life exempt from cares and crediter.
He was a bachelor.
He resided in bis own bouse.
Ho reati no political papers.
Ho 'vas, in short, wvbat may be calleti a thoroughly happy mortal.
But ....
Alas! How truc it is that there can lie no bappiness; %ithout a

btin this iniserablo world of ours!
S It lad been written in the Book of Destiny (mark the

gArabian elegance of my style,) that the buero of this voraciotis
Shistorvy wvas oed te bc the victimn of a more cruel anti woeful
Sinvasion than that of the Carthaginians of olti.

And the predestination wvas fulfilleti.
The house of Penice was invadleti by a terrible visen who

succeeded in convcrting inte a perfect bedlain whiat erstwhile bat
been a quiet and peaceful houle.

\Vretcbedl Perico!

y;frCatalina Tormenta, (the feinale in qutestion,) w as a species of
fuy with ciLiçino7i, car-rings and bracelets, a panther iii petticoat,

a basilisk wvith bustie.
* She possesscd, however, a great talent: that of concealing bier
férocious instinct under a cloak of dcvoutness and modesty -that
would bave deccived even the înost experienceti physiognoinist.

Shie wvas, moreover, a perfect, niarvel of phiysical beauty.
Se that Perico, %Ybo w....ý soinewbat sensitive, anti frein bis

tenderes-t age liat evine, di a greater inclination for wvouncn than
for m~en, as soon as hie behelti the grraceful forin of Catalina, could
net belp falling he ead over tar.s in love with her.

Catalina did net car -.a snap for Pernce; but the latter's wveal th
w'as to ber seul a powverful incentive.

.. si his% she néeded sonjie ene te bite and scratchi in lier
frequent bursts of ili-temper, and it sciee te lier that a rooti-
natured felluwv like our buere, u oul-l exactly ftnber lier purpuse.

Witli such a felicitous2 dis1. .ýition on both sidezs, Nvhiat wvas, te
bie expecteil took place as a mnaLter cf course.

Perice anti Catalinaw~ere mnate one.

Contrary te the old establishied matrimonial custouin, the lîew lv
wedded couple bat ne honcynmoon.

lndeed, the very day in which the nuptial celebratiort occurre'],
therc wvre grewls, scratches, bites, blows, anti other 'Sugge-stive
indicationc cf a doincstic stenmn.

Andi theso scenes %vore repeated at brnef ine wl,~itb
increased violence, until they asýsuîned a truly drainatic charactur.

Ms is te ho supposed, Peirico's, part in then %vas purely passive:
47lie bore thein in silence with stoicial resýignat.ion.

Only newv and then would lie bc heardi te xelaini, paraphrasing
Cicere's celebrateti apostrephe:

Hew long, O Catalina! wvilt theu abuse niy patience ?
-Te which outburst she votilt instantly reply Nvitli imipressive

argyumients, sucb as a brornstick or finger nails, vioesyadiin-
istered.

But the woces of ourhapless Perico tiid net byanyîneans enl here.
I bati occasion to reinark that Catalina, in spite cf all,-wva.- a

miarvel of bcauty.

This cii'cuiiistance, wluieh coul in some wvay extenuiate bis
f0olislîîess in inarryi ng stieli a shreu. proveti, erue long, a source of
atiditional uneas-iness anti troubles te the pour fellow.

Ation. Perice began to observe that the visits te bis bouse cf
a certain party, Nvbou was ne acuaintance cf bis, w..-io becerning
more fruetjnt.

"Stire.ly " lmotighIt lie 'tlàis, ii idhial ticetiut coule biero fur the
puirpeseu of adîuliriîîg îny beauty. It's more likzely ho admire,;
thlat of iny %vife. l'11 wvateli bumii."

Andi in th luutkitig- Perieu gave evitience of being, ne fool.
IV.

Nu%,., %vith your permission, gentie rentier, I arn geing te %vrite
tîmis ehapter in the tune anti style of the diurne novelist.

Pluase lent mie yotir attention.
Morc tban a ycar liat elapsed since 1>erice liat been sutffering

(tmat's the word,> under the ruthless powver cf Catalina. L
In the languiage cf the poet, Nigit, the sable goddess, stretched

forth, ber leadeti sceptre over a slunibering wverld..
It wvas jivit past " the witching heur cf inidnight " Mihen a

mian, inufleil Up te his nose in a sert cf dark colered cleak, silently
crosseil several streets, andi iinalIy stopped in front cf Perice's
residence.

He cautiou:]y leoketi abouit Min, te see if lie wvas being
observei; then inserteid a key in the leck cf the door, wvhich
iiiiiiediately turncd on is hinges, andi entered the house.

A moment after, another mysterious figure erncrged fri the
portice cf a neighbori ng mansion, glided silently tewards the sanie
door, v.'hich had been left ajar, anti aise wvent in.

Let us fellew the flrst eue, if yeu bav'e ne objection.
itah anti op de-suite th darkness, hoe asccnded a flighit of
btarsandtrosedvaruusapartnments, a-s if accustuniet to these

ncunlexcursions.
Catalina met hinm on the way.
"'Is that ycu, Juan?
«'Ycs, niy dove."
',I dit net espeet :,ou at btic a late hou r. If you cannet bie

moire p)unctual-"'
«Cerne neov, deares.-t, you are net v.oingt cl i o

minute iaoc or less." ~n eset i o
Yudeserve soînething ivorse."

"Den't say that." c
1 net only say it, but mean it."

"You are cruel. Next time 1 promise te lie more exact."
"Andi you'lI again break yeuir wvrd. Ohi, these ruc!"
(Ilere follows, In the ori.lIi naI, a very piquant andi spicy dialogue

andI scelle, writtcn after th;e neov unive.-al1y recognized realistie
seblool. 1 felt that, iimy neat rendering of it wvas soinething te be
prend1 of. But., aIas! I biat reckoned wvithout my liost, 1 mean
the Editor, wvbe bas bail the cruelty of requesting me toecither
alter or sulipres-i the wbiole passage, fearful lest the d'colléc style
in literature muigl t sbeck the sensitive nerves cf sonie cf those
dear seuls of the -unce guiti" description, who, I ilare say, fait te
pe-rceive any imnipropriety, hiowever, lu that t'ry sty1lc, wben
exhibiteti at the theatre or baII-room. Wbile thus coirpelledl te
nmtilate niy poor autber's story -sacrificing hM, se te speak, at
the altar cf Prutlery,-I canne belp declaning that Jules Janin
knew wvhecuf lie was .speakingr %vben hie remarketi that " the fear
of hypocrites and fools wvas tble great plague cf thinkingr and
writing." Craving the sensible reatier's pardon for this diressioon,
I procueti with my eutrtikd( c'ae.)

Mlile the two levers wvere thus unsuspcctingly cngagcd in con-
versation, thc nmystenicus persoliage whoin we sflw follow Juan into
thc bouse, was attcntively listening bchind tbe door cf Catalina's
boudoir, and ,inxiouqly pccping' into thc interior througli the
kceyhole.

I-le rcmaincdl ini tbut uncenifortable position fur abeut an heur.
Mien, silcntly retracing blis stcps through thme doserted hall, lie


