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THE FAVORITE.
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Frravary 16, 1673,

Sldney, however, was not decelved, and thongh
sha zaid no more, her resolvo deopenod and
strengthonea to como at tho L..wot of Dauville’s
sudden change,

“There’s one comfort,” she aald, «Archie
doesn't ssem 10 bo much grieved, Yus bio told
You anything about 1t yet, Olia ™

4 Naq,” answerod Olls, thoughtfully ; “but ho
seoms qQuite cheerful. 1 derosay hio will men.
Uon {t in time.”

Sidney and Dolly wero soon aslecp in the
wrhite ourtained beds at the other side of the ¢
room, but for hours Olla sat beside tho dyingfire |
thinking and sufMring, and making her griof
familiar to hersell.  Bho heard tho clock striko
1wo before sho prepanal to seck her couch, and
she roused horself 1o find her Uimbs sl with
cold, and to hear a dull rain beailog droarily
ngatnst tho windows.

Tho houss was qQuiet =3 the grave, but her
lung vigil had left thogirl tnastate of trexmbllig
nervounsness. NO matter how modtally and '
puysically couragecusone is, theroars imes that
ablack horror of wo Know pot what seizos usand
weriscand fico frurm the spot we arein, although
tho sunlight ™May bo pouring its cheerful tide
over ur. A sudden terror, Inexplicable and
fearful, of solituds, seizes us, and we rush o keeck
the presenco of our kind, to lsugh and wonder
at our sudden fear of nothing.

The regular breathing of tho sleepers mado
1lie l10a6liness mono intolerable, and with hear-
irg strainoed (O the utmnost, as though expectant
of some ghostly sound to break the stiifhess,
Olla, hastily and shiveriag, prepared (o seek ber
conct.

1t secomed to her as though through tho ratn
thero came fxiat sounds, rathor suZgostions of
noise than the thicg itself, and sitting ob tho
side of her bed, she listened intently. Ifany
there had been, it was not repoated, and coa-
vincing herself thad sho had been misiaken, sha
crept 1010 bed, and wosn out with emolton and
faligne, was soon asloep

Ir the meantime a very different sceno twas
taking place 1o a distant part of the hoase.

CHOATTER XVL

WINOXA'S DEFARTCRZ.

The siivery chimo of the drawing.toom clock
fang through tho sient houso, Aropping one
mellow poil through the quict, Tho dismal
sl of quiel, Monennods ran beaung against
the windows and drippng from the caves and
vararalag, &l the faint fustiing of the dvare
branches wero the only sounds andibloafler tho

Proonzed Teve.beration of the sounling hnar
hiad died away. A fang, ghostly light from the ¢
lobdy windows sloie greyly in, for there was o
mocn, thoagh hhicn by a pall ofgombre clomls. ¢
The uilumination wsa, however, suflicient to
ude Winona, ¥bo, 3 few moments afler the
hous had sirock, rofily opeacd the door of her
apartment, and cfier tistening Inten’.y. emergod
from the room, cloalng the doot softly betund
hen.  lske a Liack shadow in tho onos~riain
Ight, she shded alodg tho RRITOW PRzxage and
13:d Ber Band soflty o the doot of the chamber
FKengaed OF Androsta, and which adjotned her

own

Sha toroed it softly, and puahing the door
Ughily open, poered In throcgh the gwoom, and,
sxlisfied 13t Androsia wes duriod ta xrofoand
33007, glided 1ato tho aaniment. Tho wladow
€TTI213s Wers Dot €030y, and the Toom w3s il
of & sktadawy Ighs, by which overy oject was
Qairstly visibie.

Cioxios the docs behind her, the Indlan girl
ZhAcd to the bedakic of bhet fxtorslsier, wiuch |
o0d direclly in the light Ialllag actoss the Joor

loss blank now, of that she folt assured, for she
had read Archle's heart with keen eyes and
found him worthy, and sho knetwr that Androsia
loved him,

It was not to engagoe in a montal struggle
with hersolf that she now sought Androsia’s
side. Hor plans wore fixed; tho oonfiict with
herself was over, and it wia morely to satisly
her lonely soul with a last glanco at the sloop-
ing faco that sho had comae.

« ] must loavo her o gift to romembar Win.
ona by,” she muttored softly, and gliditg to n
1ittlo stand in tho window sho lifted fromn ita
palr of sclesors, and ln a couplo of momenta hor
magnificent halr lay 1o a black maas at her
foot. 8he Iifted It, and without a chango of
countenance, tore a strip from tho er po vell
attact ed to tho hat sho carried, and tying 1t
round the heavy raven trosses lald thomon the
whito Quilt beside her fostor-sister. Then she
1iftod one of tho slcoping girl’s bright curls, and
caattously sovering 1t from her hoal, thruat it
{nto her bosaz.. Her countenanco daring all
this nover varicd by 20 much as tho quicer of
an eyelill. &ho was shusing all ths haughy
stolelsm of her raens

Sho icant closrly over Androsia as though to
emhraco haz, but the girl stirred sligtty and

—~—

IWith tho step of her moee, long, pantherlike
and nolseless, Winonagiided to tho river's «dge,
and disappeared among tho darknoss, A deso-
I1ate phantom.itkxo form, attting 1ato tho mnyste-
rlous mists thet roso from the iighty stream
that flowed, sllont in its vastness, through
lcaguos of shadows, 11ko somo gigantio vision nf
o soleman and lnoxplicadla dronm.

It was Archiv's last morning at home, and
tho hovsohold was early astir 1n ordor that ho
might oatoh the oarly train for Toronto at the
next town, whioh wo will call Bramplon.

It was 1ntennely cold, \vith tolcles half-a-yard
long hanging, liko cryatal spoars in an onchant.
&l armory, from tho oavoes, and tbe treos glis-
tenlng in a coat of 100 like warrlors arrayed in
mall of dlatmouds. The sun twas brilllant, and
aad the sky that unapproschable blue socn
8l000 tn Amarican skics, espectlally during tho
wintar.

A gract firo of Ary becch and mapleroared on
tho hoarth of thie breakfist room, for winter
was truly laying his icy ciaw on the land, and
Mre. Frazor, with a louk of gravity that her
faco of lato tind coastanily worn, was making
breakfast. Tuo table gleamed 3o the sunlight
aund Qrclight with heavy, old-fashwoned alivor,
and the fQuwer-stands were banks of bioom and

sho slippad Lack Into tuo shatow, and walted ! perfuine.  Brown-eya1Otla, serenc and gracices,

until ahe bad sunken again 1uto prufoand slume-
ber.

Liko \WWertt.c.’s Cliarlotte, was cutling bread and
bultor, and Dolly was looking out of the win-

Tho wind was rising, sodbhing in low dismal | duw, twv .ung ber white gugors In tho cord of
walllugs round tho housa, and the intonso chtlil , Lier whito morning-dress.  Sidney, 11kea liouse-

that procedes dawa increased the ooldness of
tha atmosphere.

With a footstep as nolseless as thisile-down
Winona stale from the room witliont venturieg
8 second timo 1n approach tho bed. As she
closed thadoor hor footsteps faltered for a seoond,
and her band lingsrad oo L. handle, as though
at the last moment her roszolutlon was giving
wa¥, but in a moment sha had risea triumpl-
fut Over tiio passing weaknoss, and shulting
the door soflly sinle down tho [xatage.

At tho hoad of tho stairs she paunsod and lnok.
ed over tho Lalzstradd into tho hall Leneath.
It was empty and gbostly 10 the deadened lizght
that forced 1iself throngh tho stalnoed glass that
surroan-ied the halt door, and Gltting down the
sialrs “hut barely croaked under ner feet. Win-
ona reached the large square hall and paunsed
e a second glancing into tho drawlng.room,
tho door of which stond open.,

aTue Venctian bilnds were closod; bat she
know whero to lay ber hand on what she want-
ol, anl dizappoaring tnw Lhe 1ntense gloom of
iz rnm, ghi0 reappearol almast indantly wwith
snmoethinng that guitersd bingiy tn the anoariain
Uz of the bal, tn her hand,  She thrustitino
tho Lasom of her dress and roascended the
2IA1rS as nolselessly as she Lad descenided, gain-
ing herown ehiamber winhaal having distarbed
any of the sleepiny houséliokll,.  Once In s
shelier she Jocknd anl Lolicl the daor, and ap-
proactiing the window, ralvad tho sash cao.
tinaxs. The win lox openad oo tho rwof of a
silg veranda, and withoat a mament's beslta-
ton shie speang oat 1nto tho Jrising ram, and
=l the agility of a panthor siipped down the
lattice-work and raachiod tiio a0aked groand as
castly &s gho wonld tiave ron along aictvol path,
8ho crept cauttously under the dripping troes,
ontil she found herself on the front lawn, and
thea fora momentshe pacsod and lookod stead-
{1y back at the dark oullines of the heaze sho
wag leaving, taging care to remals under the
dark shalows of the mapios that were rafiling
thelir skeleton arms fu the soddlng wind, lost
arv oheshod] ichance tn ook from the windows
and cawch s glimpas of the desolats Aguresiand.
fog in the drifung rals.

The wind, In its rialng strength, had torn the
salien Cloads tnto groat rifts, odgxl with siiver

hold Flora, was busy amongut the plapts, her
lovoly heal rising from tho flowoens radiaant In
tho glancing suntight.

Arclito was in tho library with his father,
and Androsta and Winoua had not yet ap-
pearad,

Tuey wero unusaally silent, and for oncs S§1d
forgot to slng at her fragran, task, which, I
mumt coafesk, was tho ouly hoasehold industry
that ever thoow iis chalng round hor.

«“Ah, hero's Andrasta, mamma,” sho sald, as
tho coor oponol and Miss Howard camo in,
looking anxiously ronnd tho apariment s sho
paused on tho threstiold, lur tall, willowy
Oguro showod to groat advantags in her new
stylo of dress, r 1 sho had no: lost that shy
grace that had  Angulshed her always. Ier
color varied as suop lookol from ons {0 ane
other,

«\Where {3 Winona ? sho sald abroptly. 4Sso
what I foand oo my bad thlamorning! Whoere
1s Winora " Tuero was aring of alarm {n her
volee, and the oo.or came and went like & fame
blowi. Ly the wind, Tissunligut Oashelinher
Qoop eycs as tucy glanoed from ono tothe other
of tha group.

8id camo from amongst the fowers and Dolly
tarned frowz tho window.

~ 3y doar,” satl JMrs. Frazer, turnlng very
pale, @ what {g that, 833 what do yoa moean?™
She lald her band oo the tabls as though to
stealy hersolf, and looked a! Androaia with
somo anderlsy.ng terrot in hareyes. Androsia’s
eyos, shining and dilzted, turned and held hers,

8hp tried to speni, but the oonlsof her toaguo
soomed stiffbaod, and sho slood looking dumbly
at Mrs, Fruzor,

0lla went 2o hor and drew ber into the room.
She qcielly opsaald her cienched hand, and took
from I the o}ject that bad drawn Mrs. Freze’s
atention,

«3amma® sha cald, in a tone of sarpiisoand
alarm, ¢ what oan this mean? Tuls i{s & mess
of long blsek halr tisd with a tora pleoe of
or.po."”

«I think I caz guess what it moans,” ejacn-
1atod Sidney. « Winona's gone! Sho ¥as lke
a caged croature whils she was hare.”

Uer words olectrified Androsis. Her tem-
ples crimsoned. Hae: eyes became dark and

from th- WINdoW. and 3:000 IDOUOCDINER, £ANNZ § by Lhe st hiddea moon, and 32 she siowl jook | Slormy.
ing back, iike & ghinlag bark parting from &
discernidis. Winoha was compictely dressodin  clinging mist, the moon rode suddealy into a | dain. «Na Sidney spoaks foollshnoss. Why
e EXT0poal oowlang, and ghe carTisd 02 hes | DATTOW EPA00 L siangemmed blog, and threw a i should Winona leave haer sister? Shots adroad,
AT 2 loog MRnie wid a hat witk & velleiaoh- { lovely, but meianchaly, Light over thy whols ; tul she will roturn.” .

4own upaa ths siceneT, WEIse fa0e was palnly |

od 2018, XHerlong hair fo?) undound nearly to

sceng. It paled, Oaded, 2nd died, as the fleecy

“Wioona gone!™ aho seid with superd dis-

Evan as sha apoXe, tho indborn knowledgs that

hes xnecs, anc 1he specioas Lghi fell xeindly 0a ; odses of a harrying bank o. « suds receited hes, | her Fords wore ety words broka her Toice

ber daaky face and xning eyos.
For nazty half an boosT ahe 81003 motiodloss, ¢

the rusy llps paried and adbowing tbod:uuyl
vZMwmmmmdsbmmrkm-'
ing oot Oves tho Nilow. The Hce cxpressed |
rinct appinoes and Jepose; add as \Winona
oked & Jofiy miisfaciion slols over hor dark
Oca. e know U3t Andonia was happy, and

12 ~1} was dasker than before.

fatoa Jow wall of terree. Sie slipped o her

Noithier mooa or stars 0 the eye Of man | kness, and pressed the ravea tresses of Winoaa
CAXIDG GOWR at Lho jovely (ace SINIUNG Insleen, | tooked 03 Widous, &3, with 4 Mmate Fosigrs of | couvalsively to ber hoatt. Tihen sho sprang to

farowell, shio toraed and fied 1nto the biack
shadows of the pine-zrove, where the white
angel guanied with folded ptoloas ths memocisl
stoos of Colonsl Howanl and the cafostanate
Farmer.

For a few moments ahe paosed, 1ooking oar-

der foet add rushed to tho door, & Rew (doa
londing her & momontary hope.

« Ho will find her for me,™ she ctiod, with her
hand oa the door.  Already sho had lezrned to
tara to Archie In hor troabls.

Mre. ¥Frazer dolained her with a band tuat

¢ rostdence Of & f2w dayy tadarthe Soolof her | nestly &2 the Moe pieaming whitsly o3 herfrom { trembdled.

Srlec-gisier’s gmasdiad bhiad convinced bet that §
sbe need Dot foar £ Lhe contiauance and growth |

the datknesz., It wzs a dewcale and spiritoal
lixeness of Rim who hiad woa all the Wove of bor

« Ny chlly,”shs sald, ¢yoa have 20t t0Md un
what 13 roally the matisr. Perhaps you ars

of Androsia’s piosscrosna critost. Halilboen | wild hoart, and vowed bor Bis in relurn. I3 ¢+ larming yourself péodiensly.”
DRI DO WO Al DATE peCaded | was Oone of Iho strangssl &oomales of this
Bhecaelf to relinguish Ler present Goxlzn in ofde? | stran,® 0AlSTO tng, thoogh Farmes had turned § 0 the slicndoer hand. «I mast And her ™™
o Xsep WAKD Add WAIG Otve one WhHOm xhe , Tom her GIXF “cacly to Win Add wear, I pos. §
TR ADON AKING & (an (sluwel of. SV KUK | @iDwe, DT (WMisr3.AL, LDl thouzh Dot focungs § dacghler, 824 o s momsnd Ola's round asm
22 abe 33004 10 Who melanchoy DWALZLL gOOm ; towunls him had changed 10 anfalbomabdie ¢ Was alasped Crmly Tocnd the walss of the tewrs-
1533 ade WORXKE DOTET JOUR CPOO HAT 106 ACAIn | haty, TNQOenCcled cTea by Lis death, Las 1ove ; Sed and exciled creatara,

4a 1208 wotid; and ber religwon 4.2 oot teach

y for Andromia Lad pevet fx an jastant wavered |
€ DT 30 DoTO A & JWUDE WiLh A danghIet of | IR 13 strengih and Ndellty. Andromis was 1 ¢ a1 os by har magnollo ooch ant gia ice, « &€

« W, 2300% 18 goas,” fepliled Andronts,

M. Frazer jooked implocingly at hed oldest

«Liston to mo, dcar,” she sald, calming her

10 prie-faces S0 afolore smale. Ebe mICh 00X ; har & PGTET, Dirher, brighlor sell. Part of An., Winona I8 really inissing, yoo knox her too

daci, bat {1 w28 Dt L1TeD Dol L0 (00 fOCWELY .
In taie cman.  Androsia’s 1ifo 22d hes hiad beea

Grotia ™ "BONING ., SO

zmmdx.ux.awom'mwdnmm aho Wil felamn Lo yox,
. bAnd chaasa 132 Der by hed TLber was owiag to , whom sho loves 50 eatirely. But 12 tsnot oettaln

X2

00 CX0NEY (BCWOoTeN (D4 ad eaTlliy fBlave . a TaI2s comciouthens of the hidden reachery of . that she isgune. TV oAt makes o think tha
bis condact towwrds Winonx, who, however, , shie it DOR oal & & Samblo ™

L8 €24 pot Dol the g1 05 De? was DLy A
Akeotn biARL, GaIXDems, (IO €RCL Dot MOT,
TAVUEG, DAL WACH OORIAILS] 45 its Ovack Dowey

fad ddauned Lo iay Date the ¢iuel Wound to

Toars, ilks great diamotia weo porrring &)=

signing to Olla to dotain Androsta. Bhe crossed
the hall quiekly aud enterod ths library, closing
thio door behind her.

Captain .[razer gnd Arxchje wore seated ata
small tabdle, convotutbg vl of eonsider.
abiv thoughtfuluwss. so8 formor looked up
qulckly ashls wifo antored, Hor oyos svera ixod
on hiro with an exprossion of dzop tonylerness
and holy ilty, and ho was nop slqw £0 read
somoething unusual in tholr glance. Archio roso
from his chalr as his mothoer entered and cams
gaily up to hor, but his faco changed as bo
lookeddown into ticrs, Sha clasped her fingors
round his strong hand btut gazed past him at
hor Lushand, whoso ¢ a0 louked old and
earo-worn ln tho morning iight, Startled too
as his oyos road hers. His 1ips moved as thongh
to apeak and ho leant forward, his musoulsr
hands grasping the arms o his tnvalld chalr.

“It 1n 83 wo droaded, Richard” ehe sald,
qQuickly, and keoplng one hand on tho door as
though to provent intrision, «\Vingna is gono ™

IIad & thunderdolt fallen at tho feot ue tha old
Lonlcer, ho would not probably have shown the
azitation that he now ovinced. He bounded in
the chalr as though he woro about casting aslde
his {ialirmity and apring erect, and his dark face
changod {0 an awful askon hus. Great drops ot
pesspirmtion rollod down nhis forchoad, and his
d rk oyes flashicd with horror. Inexprosaidly
sucprised and shocked at his appoarancs, Archle
bastened to him, his mouthor still holdlag hy
hand as though tho contact gavo her atrengih.

“Open the twindow !” gasped Capuain Frazer,
41 ao saflbeatin,.”

Archle dashod open tha window, and the ex.
hllarating, frosty air pourlag io, rovivoed tho oid
man almost instantancously.

« My dear Richand,” sald his wife ina tone of
{nfinite compassion, laying her hani in his,
which closod over it in o tenso grasp.

« Hotw do youknow, whon did it bappont™ he
sald hoersely, and In a fow words \Nra. Fraser
explainod what had ocourrod.

Archiolistened in amazoment, notso muchat
tho evont iisclf, as at itsroception by his father,
whom hs know asa man rgticent jliough cor-
dial, and posssssod of alma=; conpleto solf-
control.  The flight of the Indlan girl was cor-
tatnly nota home-sorrow darkeningtholr hoarth,
and a thing not altogether unanticipated by
bim. Androsis would gricve, of tkat thore wrs
little doubt, but on tao whole ho felt & somo-
what sclfish pleasuro ig har Sigkt. Androsia
would bo moro his very own.

« Why, father,” he salJ, by way of suggeating
so:nothing, as & dead pausoe felowod, during
whioh Captaln Frazer leant &is brow an his
hands, and Mrs, Frazer stood looking at him,
her bard rostlng on his shoalder, ¢ ghe will
prodadly return when sho is ured of rambdling
throozh the woods. Reoollect hor raco I

«Ido” murmured the old man, looking at
hlm, “and thereln les my goief.  Vindiotive,
revongeful, sure and swift on tha trail of an
encmy as a slanth-hound. Relentless 23 firo or
pestlilencs.”

A nsw light broke on Archio and ycmothing
of tho ald untamed splrit ofdlz Coltio ancestcrs
blazed §n his oyes.

« By Jovo, sir,” he exclaimod, starting to his
foot, “if you think that is ber errand, 1 wish
her every sucoess. IfI met him mysslf Iwould
fool my flogera tinglo to choko tho 1lfe cat of
his cowasdly carcase.”

Archie’s ine face fired, and his form xeemod
actuslly to dilato In his angor. o clonched bis
strong hands, and strotched ot hix Jong arms
as thuagh ho sRw an adhorred chemy standing
1o his path. His mothor ran to him and lald
her band on his moath,

« Hush,” she crlod, in 8 voloe shaking with
horror. #0b, hush I”

Captatn Frazer turned his ghaatly tace with a
Iook thal ssnt the blood in oold wavos back to
his son's heart.

«Do yot know that yoa are calling for the
blood of your brother I™ he sald, 1a a lowintenre
voloe, % Worthy of death he may bdo bLut
neitbsr by your handor wilL™

21y brothsr I ochoed Archio, and thea there
wxs & dead slldzoe in the room, broksn oaly by
,thesound of a bixd aingingin & cage, &nd the
; ex3bes3 droppling oa the hoartd.

(To bs oconiinued.) -
———— 0~

THE ANONYMOUS LETTER.

BT AXT RAXDOLYII.

—

« There can't noboldy fool ma® sald 8quire
Dapplodbes, with aa indescridbadls consortion of
his paschimsnt-oorod phyal . % Tham
city chape {s full o thalr trigks and trapes, bug I
Zueas theyl And I waa't dborn yasterday. And
1If Hoary Darrock oomes here, hisos Dedborsh,
‘rnmmmhuﬁmww dack upohi:
 he shan't sée you! QGeorge Dappledbos knaw
; what he was ab%oal when ha sext you barcmio
Xoep yot oct of the way of the ravening wolves
20d foxea"”

© Yes: dut Uncla Drppliebat———"

« Xo, you dont, =y dear,” aald the Bquim,
, Siowly rolilng hfr head roenad and round withia

any bamiaa cFe. She ooudd saflae Lhis as, 14, leDily GOWO Aodromad face. 8She loo!odm,.mwhibvuldmncolw.mmmga-n

OBe EICRLY LIS tHAL WAL POWOrTa]l COOREN L0  1he A0 WAS, &3S Woall have chauaied her ) Oila's £a00 and ahook hor head.

FEo0 Des O Dad Ceeetl aih, one had Kre that
Lgeoed witd 138 dathing Ude the Dot buatXx«

new.

Bho S0t that the metese she ha=gerel & o
he? prTveat PLAIE WO DNACS AR IDETTIVOLL-
e MAries Jeiwesd baslal &l Le tanrtual
gt ale Jovsd, bt she war oy tha o,
A0 be 90,  AJCTOLA'S 468 WOBAL O "0 SOTE-

owa deailrzong al the siake, &0l smilod def
2308 aa tho Cames licked ber tanvier akin; bol
& WOmAD CRD fee] WHere 8i1e CERDOE PIAIDLY 306,

1 feel 1,” shio anawered In & tone of petfect
ocaviction. «“Shs left ma this that she might
awell 1o my Leair, when 1 akoaid see Der no

and Androsia’s nalate was alogularly sympo- | o

el

Silney waa mod distromsed al Androsias

jeyeina wlnk, « Batsan't no gahaers, 21 yoal
. 224 out Deforo yoa've beoa al Dapplobes rm a
s wosk.”

+  Dedoreh Dapplades N1 harllp and Yentlowar
1 over her sawing, a bilol snowy eambicrufiing,

1 walhoat troeiing Denwoll to reply to this pleos of

Tae gTeat Govaye fall 1HTOGHR the pinse O tho!mo&udb«lym«lonwxshununhmm , ocadalas wisdom. She was a pretiy, Wim M-
MLlel SIID] 10 & CIem-O Paler, aRd & Vidlela,
SIoMEV: WA DeGAD (O sWAY (DT Gas™ crosts, Un, Fraser 233 QUINdY 1o} D8 8)8IuDele, & bIUR, 0w Dok, gTeat liquid brown eye, aod

dranctie, With adiaiag bisok halr parted accw



