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¢ Glory to God in the highest, and'oé« nglk pease, good.will toward men.”
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DIVINITY,

Thé following Discourse taken from THorxTON'
* Advanteges . Early Ploty,” is particularly in-
tended for the benefit of cur youny readers; their
attentive perusal, is therefure oarnesily sohcited.
Wao shall probubly bereafter give other sermons,

‘I'he mind must be enlightencd.  +'The natural

for they are foolishness to him neither can be Laow
them, because they ure spiritoally discerueld.”  1n
this wretchod state are all by nature.  ‘Lligie who
hate know ledge, do not chooso the feur of the Lord.
"When the apostle Paul, in Rom.iii. 9, &e. givesa

professors to the greatest danger,” boldly " dirdd to

= | man receiveth not the thivgs of the Spirit of Gud, assert, [ fear the Lord from my youth,

And now, my youny friends, by what spirit are
you actuated ? ~ Whu is 2umong you that fearcth the
Lord 7 1 hupe thero aro sbwse of this charseter s
but too many, alas! are of an opposito stamp.
Certainly, you do not foar the Lord, who holdly

}

OF  full picture of the character of wicked men. he be-fake his wame in vain. Some of you, probubly,

oxtracts from tirc same work. Concerning these | winy by sayiog, there is none that understandeth: | learned to swear almost as soon as you learned to

diseourses, the Author tn his Profuce has said—

&With 1ho hape of excating the youthful mind 19 seek an
acquaintence with religion, and an enjoymeat of uis blessings,
tho fatlowicg Discourses wero addressed to the people amnng
whoe it is my lot 1o labour ; aud from the mtlucace of the
same motive thoy are now comnmutted io the press.”

¢ 1 caniruly say, st gave mo preat pleasure to deliver these
Discoursesto my young frieads ; and st will doubic shat plea-
sure, il the God of all Jrace shonld render them of tho smal-
Jest advautago 10 those who read them.”

THE FEAR OF THE LORD, A PRESERVATIVE FROM
RUIX.

The fear of the Lord 1s a fountain of Iife, to depart
the snarcs of death.—irov. Xiv. 27.

T noted Cresar Borgin said, in his last mo-
wents, “ K had pravided in the coune of wy life for
every thing. cxeopt deathi: and now, alus! Iamte
die, though entirely unprepared.”” Insuch the frun
of folly and vice? Is this the end of an nupious
coerse ! How weighty acd important then, 1s the
counsel of Svlomon! ** Remember now thy Creator
io the days of thy youth, while the evil days comc
not, nor the years draw pigh when thou shalt say,
1 havo no pleasuroin them.”

To you, my youug friends,, I would now pari.
cularly addressmyself. I feel deeply concemed to

“{rougote’ {onr etemnal welfare.  ‘That God, whe
searches the beart, is my witaess, bun much plea-
sure it would afford me, to undertake any labours
that would do you good- I koow the .nnumerable
daugers that besct your path, and the carclessness
and levity which geaerally prevail amon,g the yaung.
1 know bow casily you are apt to he drawn vy hy
the giddy malitnde, in those ways that issue in ruio.
1 would therefore 2ddress you with all the fithful-
ness and eamnestoess of ons who has to wateh for
your sculs, and to give up his account at the bar of
an omaiscient Judge. With the tcaderness and af-
fection of 2 frieud, I would take you by the haud,
aud Jead you to that blessed 2nd all-suflicient Sa-
vionr, whose yoke is casy, and whose favour is life.
Thus I openly avow to you my design. Itisnotio
oust 2 darp upon your spirits, ar a gloom over your
miads ; but to hring you acquainted with true rcli-

ion, which wilf prove a fence to guard you from

anger, and a clue to guide you to solid and lasting
happifess, Let me then iatreat your scrious at-
tention to tf & subject of the present discourse.

I. What are wo to uuderstand by the fear of the
Lord meationed in the toxt?

.Tbere is a pataral fear, which urges us to flee
from danger. Tlis appears inclildren, before they
c:xpl discern the diflerence betwcen moral good and
evil,
thunder, orof any termible ohject.

There is a guilty fear, which often follows the
comumission_ of dariog erimes.  How paiafel mast
be the coudition' of those perscos, w ho bave nothiag
beforc them but dark prospe~ts; and nothing within,
but the stingzs of 2 troubled consticnce! We aecd
fot wonder, that they should dread to be left alone,
ortremble atthe approach of death, Soch a guilty
slavish {earseized Cainthe marderer; Belshuzzar,
the impious king of Bahylcn ; and Pashar, the false
prophet, Gen. iv. 13. Dan v. G. Jer. xx.3, 4.

. The fear, however, meatiched in my text, differs
greatly from tho terror which guilt prodcees, Itis
& haly principle, that sats us azainstalisin. Itve-
sembles the fear which & dutifcl child fecls towards
a lovisg pareat, rather than that which aslave Teels
towards a crucl master. ‘The fear of the Lord can
dwelt ooly 30 an onlightened mind, 2° tendor consei-
ence, 2l 2 reaswed heart.
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They are afraid of re, of fieree zuimals, of]

taud ho ewlds’ by declaring, thene is no fear of God
before theireyves. But those whohave that anuint-
ing, which teacheth all thogs, Legia tu ste the truth
ang inportance of religion, and to feel a deep aud
strivus concern about theireveslasting state. They
have she Hloly Spirit, as a spisit of wisdom and un-
destanding, @ spir't of counsel and might, a spirt
of hurwlcdge und of the fear of ihe Lonl. Slish
terror previuis wost under the thick and disaal
gloom of ignurznce and supersuition 5 but huly reve-
"rence cun spring up in that soul valy, which cnjoys
the cheering rays of divine light.

The fear of the Lord dwells in a fenler consci-
e+. Sinis of a hardening patwme. 1t stecls the
ul to resist every scrious inpression.  Hencee Paul
spenks of the eonscience being voared as with a hot
iron. Yhere this is the case, is it not vaiu to ex
pect to make any decp impression?  As suen might
you cause 2 wouden weapon to penctrate a brazen
wall; or with 2 pen of striw write ctters upon a
flini. A tender conscience cannot endure iniquity.
The least knownsin gives it pain; just as the smal-
lest particle of sand reanders the eye uneasy, till it
is worked or wept eut. 'The siucere and eon-
lighteped Christian, therofere, not ouly avoids
gros3 erimes, but flees {rom tho very appcarance of
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Now, it cannot he denied, that youth is a scason
more favourable to this teaderness of cousucance,
than any other. When repeated acis of sin and
folly begin to grow into firm, decp-rucicd habits, ail
wamiungs end, and counsels lose their efeet.

{

*Tis granted, and no plainer truth appears,
Our most impertant are cur earliest years;
‘The mind, impressible and soft, with case
Iinbibes and copies what she bears and seex;
And, thro' life's Iabyrinth, holds fast the clue
That education gives ber, false or truc.

o Covrar.

The fear of the Lord dwells in a renewed heart.

Our nature is deeply corrupted.  Humau euder-
vours may check, bat Divine power only can
thoroughly change it. Now itis ape of the promi-
ses of God's gracious covenant, A new hoart will
i give them, and a new spiritwitl I put within them.”
Wherever the soulis thes prepared, she incorrupti-
ble seed of truth tekes root, ‘and vizlds abundant
fruit. This pleasing subjeet may be scen 2t lamge
unfolded, Jer. xxxit. 39, 40. < And Iwillgive them
one heast, and one way, that they way foar we for
cver, for the good of them, and for their children
alterthem. And I will make au everlasting cove-
gaat with them, that 1 will pot tein away from
them to do them good; butl will put my fear ip
their bearts, that they sball not depart from me.™
ilero we see- godly fear is more promoted by the
promises, than the threateningss by the drawings
of love, than the .ourges of wrath. It isa prin.
ciple that takes its rise from frce, ubovnding graco.
The band of God puts it in the heart, and keeps it
alive there, as the vital spring of cvrugelical obe-
dience. * Wherefore, %o recciving 2 kingdom
which eannot be moved, let ws liave grace, wherchy
we mwyserre God acceptably,i with revesence wad
godly fear” Heb, xii 2. .. - 7 L

No form of words is more Trequently vsedgn the
Seripture to deseribe the people of God, than the
language of the text. Jt i declared that Job was
a perfect and s upright fian; who feayed God and
eschewsd evil.  OF Haopanialifrjs #3id, he wasz
faithful mwa, and feared God above Hiany. ' Oha-
dink, e¥erat & tine whén' trée religio expoved its

speak, and now can scarcely open your mwuins
without pouring out horrid oaths. It is certam you
jdo not fear Guid, w b mispend the sacred day ; wnd
zive thusy precivus lours to vain amusements, ninch
ought to be devoted to spiritual concerns. It s
very evident that you do not fear God, who rush cn
iniv sin and danger, as the eager burse rusles into
tho battle.  Let it never be forgutten, that - The
fear of the Lord is to depart from evil™ Ifyou are
still bardened, and urged on-in ovil ways, O that
the arrews of diviue truth might this day find thesr
way to your hearts! And perhaps, even at this
mument, the wind of sone rash, presumptuous, un-
happy youth, may bepierced with a deep conviction
of guilt and danger, and whaso pungeot feelings
poured into words, would be, What shall I do to
be saved? Should such an one hear my voice, }
would point him to that precions and Almighty
Saviour, who snatcles from the bordess of despair
the chicfof sinners. O look up to the throne of
grace, for the colightening, softening, and sanc-
tifying influcnces of the Holy Spirit! Thea will
you hveand walk in tho fear of the Lerd, and dwell
safely.

Il.’ How does the fear of the Lord become a
preservative from final roin ?

1. Letit be constantly remembhered, that the most
dreadful destruction hangs like a dork gatbering
tempest over the heads of the wicked. They may
walk ofthetr gooduess, and boast alcud of their plea-
sure ; but they will find it aon evil thing, and bitter,
that they have deparied from the Lord. and that
bis fear was notin them. The whole weight and
measure of foture punishmacnt is, in_my text, ex-
pressed in oueawful sword—death. Big with mean-
iug, it includes whatever is clsewhere spoken at
large of the thunder of Cod's resistless poiver, xud
the vizls of his tremendous wrath. When Jehoyah
says, * O wicked man, thou shal surcly die—1f ye
live after the flesh, §e shall dies” it implies much
more than that eveat whizh comes aliketo all. It
is something infoitely more terrible than that stroke
which will stop the pulse, take away the breath, zod
for cver close the eyes to all thiogs uuder the sun.
When a wicked maa diess e not only Juses all his
carthls treasurcs and delights, butis 2t once eyt off
from the joys and hopes of heaven, 3ad consigoed
o the intolerable woes and agonics of hcll. Fhe
waorkers of iniquity will not fail of receiving their
reward. And wlhat is it? The wages of sin is
deuth. Dreadful recompence? To bid na cternal
farcwell to all the Lright glories above; to fecl the
auguish of @ poilty constience gnawing the socl.
without ouc inlerval of case; tosik voder the sen-
icace of condemnation into the blackness of dark-
oess, and the burning lake for ever 3 ikis is the sc-
cond death ! O the madness of rusling intosucha
depih of misery, through eugerness to gratify the
passions and lusts of the flesh, orto fcilow the mis-
cbievoos customs of an evil wa:ld! Yet, are there
not winong you of bis character? ** Yes; you'aro

lifiiog vour souls unto vanity; bnti #s¢ vanitiesare
lyourall. You pursuc them with tho utinost vigour
‘and intenscuess of mind, and har  grest man

foud znd foolish sthicmes for pleasure and bappi-
ressyet to come. Bat if God cat you off in'thd
jiime of yaur life; and the flower ¢! sour hopes, in
that very day all your thoughss will perish. And
Lhote will you be confounded, to sce all the beautiful
zud cuthenting scenes which now charm vou, to
the neglect ol Ged and _religion, venished like the
shadowy glorics of d drean, =nd Sour souls left
naked and destitate_upon an Tohospi

_ _upen_ ‘Blt’lblo‘ﬂioré.
where, in Y your distress, thero'will be no 'eya 1o




