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GIBRALTAR, Ocr. 10, 1828.
1 cavnot nogloct the epportunity offered by the
acket of writing to you, Jutercsted as you must be
in our present situation. 'Lhe neswspapers will, no
doubt, have informed you that the yellow fever, so
fatal hero in 1804 and 1813, has again made us ap-
poarance ; and, i€ spite Of the most vigorous moa-
sures to prevent it, has provailed to a very painful
extent. }t is probable that repmt has exaggerated
the truth; Ishall, thevefore, confine myseif to a
simple statement of facts, for whicl, indeed, I am
in some measure qualified, by the friendship of Dr.
Tlennen, the Icad Physician of the garrison, and
the frequency of my visits to his office for the pur-
pose of rendering mysclf useful, if possible, eombin-
ed with my activity, at present, in a somewhat of-
ficial capacity, in the plate of the Garrison Chaplniu,
who iz ill of the disorder.
1t was in the end of the month of August that
alarm was fist excited, by the successive illness of
several of the members of a very respectable family,
in the habit. of attendance at-our chapel, The ger-
vant of that family sickened, and eventually, after
rémoval from the house to another situntion at ne
great distance, sheé died. 'The disease was taken,
Deforo this event, by two individeals : the onoa Ms.
Silcox, . who unfortunately concealed her illnesstill it
was too late to remedy it the other & Mrs. Swith,
who, after a very sovere illuess, was kindly, in the
mercy of God, restoredito hor husband and numer-
ous family. The polica and medical rogulations of
this place aro always put especially on the alert in
autuinn ; and thesoe cases, as they were imediately
kuown, became justantancously the impulse of in-
creased precaution and daily oxaswmination. A very
fow ddys, however, decided all doubt in the most
competent quarters ; {or.uew cases of disease ve-
curing, it becamg clear that we .should have to soe
the progress, and (o contend \.\’lul .tlm miseries of a
very decided and malignant epidemic fever, to which
tho Modical Gentlemen gave the appellation of * au-
tumnuil billious remittents” Isuppose, because tho
popular tevm, “ yellow fever," is cither not scien-
tific, or of very alarming sound: but of the nature of
the disease there exists, I believe, inno quarter
capable of forming a just estimate, the shadow of a
doubt.
" There is also another very important point con-
nected with this disease, which scems equally to
havo fixed all-the MedicalGentlemes in one uniformn
opinion, with reference to its origm.  Many have
haintained that yellow fevoris not aaative of the
place,. but always imported when found at all. I
suppose the: history of. tho fover this year will leave
no.more doubt remaining; it is most plaivly and
-cortainly of native ofigin; and whoever contem-
_Plates the circumstances of tho place from actual ob-
'servation, Will be surprised, not that mfectious bilious
fover should originate here, but rather that any year
should pass withoutits appearauce, and unmarked
by its awful. devastations. What the aunospheric
influences may.be in.originating this calamity, must
remait, I supposo,.as it always has been; a wmystery
too desp for investigation, aud too uncertain to ad-
mit of consistent theory :- ono thing, howaover, is cer-
tain, that the- past has been tho coolest summer
known; hete for many years; most assuredly tho
coolest I have spent here; and to this, the very un-
usual ,provalence of westerly-winds; which aro.al-
ways regarded as by far tho most healthy for us, has
mainly contributed. Another circumstanée, sin-
gular cdough, is, that wiile there have been cach
iom-, insulated cases of decided yellow fever,. they
1wve heen for-years confined to the individual suffer-
ers; while in this, the coolest, and, every one
thought, the healthiest year. of many that have pass-
ed over.ug safely, tho.cases which, when they com-
meaced, scomed slight, alinost imediately becamd

epidemic : aid npw.ats bidden pmong the seerets
of God, When and whovo it shall'step.

But'my busiuess is not to iu}lu!,';o vefleetions, but
rather to give "you a sketch of facts; which, ifl
should be permitted to live till these calumities are
overpast, I may more puticularly fill up.

Alarm began to sprend about the d4th of Septera-
ber;. and on the Gth, an order wus issued fronf the
Government, ithat every individual living in the dis-
trict infected, should imnediately leave home, and
encamp on the Neutral Ground, teiit equippage be-
ing provided for them there.  You are aware, Isup-
pose, that the Neutral Ground is that portion of the
sand forming the isthmus which joms the Reck to
the main fand ; it is outside the fortification, but may
be swept by the garrison guns. The impression j ro-
duced by this do.ided and vigorous monasure was
both strong and painful: some mmagmed it naneces-
sary; others exclaimed it was tyranunical; while
many, remen, vering the sufforings of fosiuer epidomte

ears, felt a gloomy terror accuinpanying the appro-
iension of witnessing similar scenes of aggravated
distress. It would be very difficult to convey any
Jjust idea of the scene presentod to view.  The arder,
to be of any use, wus necessarily uryent: it wae
hoped, that by clearing away the eutirs population
of the district, all the infected individusls might be
rut cutside the town : but thisexpectation was speedi-
y baffled. ‘The disease taok, for some days, a well-
marked course from the very spot in wiich it com
menced; till ;pingling, atlength, withtho mass of
the population, ull clfert to trace or réstrain it, was
invain. Very soon, rothing was left bu- to thinthe
population as much as possible, and bending every
cffort of medical and police regulation to lessen the
mischief, to mitigate an evil, which Gud would not
allow to be extinguished.

Upwards of ten thousand people, it is calculated,
have left the gartison; aud yet, 1t s suj.posed, therc
are not fewer than three thousdfid within who have
not passed the fover; altlidugh nearty.tivo thovsind
five hundred cases have already occurred, zud more
than four hundred and fifty have died. It 1s ferrful
to figure to one’s mind the possible, perhaps proba-
ble, rage of the diseuse amdng so many, especially
as the worst part of the season has yet to be passed.
However, I cannot avoid expressing my deep per-
sonal conviction, that wo owe it to the distguish-
2d zeal and vigilance of the measures authorized by
tis Excellency the Governor, and urged by the heaa
of the medical departwént, Dr. {Icnnen, that we
have not the whole town and territory of Gibraltar
one great mass of disease and death.  When I con-
sider the amount of the population, estunated. at
nemly thirty thousand, including soldiers; the pecu-
liar malignity of the disease, the subtlety. of its infec-
tion, and the number of actual cases of sickness, 1
am surprised that our deaths are not cven more
numerous than they.are ; nor is-there a day d hive
hut Ifeel grateful to God, that, by the measures
adopted, ono-third part, atleast, of those who coule
be food for this unsparing devourer of humern hfe.
are placod almostin assured sufety ; for, on the Neu-
tral Ground and in-the Bay, the probability of secu-
tity is very-great. N

On the 7th of Septerber, our chapel was opened
for the last Sabbati services; but'the cengregation
was so diminished, that wo geenpied no more than
the lower part. “We colebrated oi that day the two
erdinanees of Baptism and the Lord's Supper.  The
child baptized was an infant of Serjeant Gray, of the
Royal Actillery. He. and ‘his excellent wife: were
presebts theyhad-set their mindsupon the day's ex-
erciso with peculiar feelings aud we weré more
thad ordinarily happy it the: célebration. Our cirs
eumstances were very solemn ; -ie apprehended it
was the last tine the chapel would be open; amd
overy ane seemncd to feel tho uncertainty of cver
meoting in itagain; teugh, on looking arvund ue
otio scemed Likely to die. “On pouring iho watet on
tho face of the infany, . X folt myslf usged to offer up
a payer for its preservation, and for 1ts parents, with

more thun common power. Theso were fricuds
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witt whom I was in haluts of the gicatest intiniacy 5
both w wre peraons of supecior mind, and eminent far
picty of the wost consistent kind.  Ile, for solidity
and firmness of principle and couduet, was seldom
equatled, -pevhaps never surpissed : she, for anima-
tien, and energy, and zealous efiurt, his not lofi ber
superior helind,  But both are gane.  They were
inee s mt o their attentions to the newghbonys in the
aet houss, who were attacked slightly by the fever;
and this, with the very bad situation in which they
fived, being in the line of the fever's directien, mind
of 2 drain from the side of the hill, from which the
t.ease, it is most proliable, arose, prepa.ed thewm
for u lieavier stroke. I was with them this figlt
threo woeks 3 we spent some time i conversation,
and dused with prayer.  They were then horh wells
and talking, among other things, of wlhat was to Le
doue :u case of un attack of discase.  The nesr day,
or il at whichfollowed, Mrs. Gray sichened : in four
or five days Mr. Gray himsell was incapuble of hold-
g up any lopger. [ called that morning 10 myuiie
after them, and was told that le was just going to
tho hospital. Ie was still the sawe unmoved but
deeply feeling man that, in more happy times, [ had
always found bime. T assisted bim 10 the ho: preal
waggon. He just told me, ho felt his civcumstances
very pmnful, but was quue satisfied ; nething like a
murnur escaped him, though, from ais a 'pearance
and mauners, 1 felt persuaded his rco ery was
highly improbable ; and T think he felt «o himself.
Mrs. Grayievived for a day or two, but sunk at last,
after leaving belund a most deiightful testimony of
clear and animated faith, and love, and hope—
“ Q! said she to a fiiend, who is himself at this
mowment down with a severe attack of the disease,
“Oh! if this be dying, why, O why, did nct the
Lowd let me go just now? Should 1 recover after
this, 10 more names or parties for me—none but
Christ and bis fasthful followers!” A few winutes
before she expt ¢4, she was probably delizous, when
she thought she vaw a f:'iem}, of whose death, two
or thice days before, she had not-heen informed.—
After pointing, and mentioning bis name, she said,
« }le 1» beckening meto coma to him.  Well,” said
she addressing himp, “just stay a minute, and I'l}
cume with you  And so she did, for she alinostin-
stantly expired. This excellent paiv are thus re-
moved together, for her hushand died the saue night
attho hospital.  Thoy were very dear to me, and 1
shall feel the loss of them greatly. They were nut
members of our Society : he was of the Ecoteh
Church, eod she an independent of Mr. Parsons's
Church, at Teeds: but their decided piety com-
manded my veueration, while their personal attach-
meni won my heart.

Another invaluable fiiend we have lost, is Quar-
ter-Master Seargeant Vagg ; amember of wmy Clans,
and my very intimate fricnd.  “The last time wemet
m Class, several observed the peculiarly happy and
livly staie of his mind. e, hko Mr. and Mis. Gray,
was wniversally esteemed 3 even the prefligate ad-
wired kim, and would gladly ablige lim. But ¥
caunot say more of hin or of others now : my paper
i> full, and my time is gone ; and 1y heart recoils
trom tho recital of such losses, evoen though Iam
strong 7 veminded of the probability that, ere loug, 1
may cease to have power to deplore them.

All pluces of public assembly were ordered to bo
closed on Septomber Oth; and almost gll business
was immediately suspended. The respectablo,, 1
mezn the mon‘ed, inkabitants, who could, made their
escape inevery dircetion which was apen, thoigh by
this timoe a cordon was laid duwn by the Spaninrdy:
aud scon afier, a proclamation, denowucing the pinu-
ishment of instant death to any one lunding from
Gitraltar, was published by the Governor of tiie pro-
vince. .

Somodays ago, a letter was addressed to mofrom
the Goévernor, requestasg the uso of the ehapel, in
this emergeney, s an buspital. I immnediately call-
ed togetherseveral of our leading meinbers, und sead
tho Governor's letter; when it wasinstandy, anl
A i3 - o A 4 s

without differcucs of vpinion, decided that the chap-




