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before participating in the  Provincial
Grant they have complied with the pro-
visions of the Act; (3.) To publish a
Journal for the diffusion of agricultural
and horticultural fnformation adapted to
the condition and civeumstances of the
country, and to cause the same to be dis-
tributed as generally as possible; (1)
To take measures to obtain from other
countries animals of new and improved
breeds, new varieties of grain, seeds,
vegetables, plants, or other agricultural
productions, for general and equitable
distribution throughout the several coun-
ties; and (5.) To hold every third year,
or oftenery should the Board deewm it ad-
visable, in some central and  suitalle
locality, a General Provineinl  Exhibi-
tion of agrienltural and horticultural pro-
ducts, animals, and domestic manufac-
tures.

The Board has now been in existence
for a period of nearly five years, and the
several objects just enumerated have been
steadily kept in view. and earvied out as
fully as the funds placed at disposal by
the Legislature would allow. The suc-
sessful carrying out of these objects hus
requited from the members of the Board
a very large amount of time and atiention,
not so much in attending Board meetings
at ITalifax, which under usual circum.
stauces are held only twice a year, as in
the several districts which they represent,
where their personal exertions have been
necessary to stimulate the local Societics
to activity and induce the farmers to
second the cfforts of the Board by enter-
ing with spirit into the raising of improved
stock and the adoption of improved
methods of culture. In order to repre-
sent the present position of the Board, it
may be proper to refer to their labours
under the several heads above mentioned,
stating under each the efforts that have
been made in the past, the results ob-
tained, and the course of procedure that
seems to be indicated by experience as
the most promising for futwre exertion.

The duty enumerateqd first in order in
the Act is the formation of Agricultural
Socicties, and it is the one to which the
Members first dirceted their attention
when they met five years ago to consti-
tute the Doard. It has been found by
experience in every country that a Cen-
tral Board is comparatively powerless
unless it be provided with an effective

organization of working local socicties
through which its ceflforts in improvement
may be extended over the whole country,
and brought home to the door of every
farmer. The Board have therefore spared
no pains in their attempts to form new
socicties and to infuse vigour into the old-
Their first act in 1864 was to despatch
one of their oflicers to the most distant
parts of the Provinee; a large number
of Societies were formed by this means
under the regulations of the new Act,
old Societies that had gone to decay were
resuscitated, and others in which abuses
had grown up wers remodeled and brought
under the control of the Board.  During
the first year. the Bourd had organized
37 Socicties, comprising 1744 members,
whose subscriptions for the yeur actually
paid and attested, amounted to $1859.00.

In 1865 the number had increased to
48 Societies, 2198 members, subseriptions
$238.1.00.

In 1866 there was a still furiher in-
crease to 32 Societies, 2543 members,
subscriptions $2800.50.

In 1867 there was still an increase in
the number and strength of Societies the
numbers being 58 societics, 2833 mem-
bers, subseriptions §3051.50.

Whilst this continuned increase in the
number of socicties was highly gratifying
to the Board, it was not without its difli-
culties and embarrasments, for the provi.
sions made under the Act five years ago
for a membership of 1700, which was
then considered large, was found to be
inaderuate to the wants of Societies with
a membership of nearly 3000. The an-
nual appropriation for Agriculture pro-
vided for by the Act is $6000. Of this
sum $4000 is paid over to Agricultural
Societies in rateable proportion to the
subscriptions of members, the amount to
cach County being limited to $240; and
the balance of $2000 is devoted to the
general purposes of the Board, expenses
of management, printing, importation of
grains and seeds, &e.  This appropriation
of $4000, whilst it was deemed adequate
to meet the wants of the limited number
of Societies in 1864, is now found to be
insufficient to afford adequate encourage-
ment 1o local effort. Thus several of the
Societics in the fine agricultural counties
of Colchester and Kings do not receive
more than SS90 per mmnum, & sum too
swall even to pay the subscription which

they arc naturally expected to give to-
wards a Provincial Ixhibition, or to
defray the expense of trausit into the
Provinee of a thorough bred animal. It
will thus be seen that on account of the
stated sum at the disposal of the Board
for the encouragement of Agricultural
Societies, their efforts in this direction
were limited; as the Societies increased
in numbers and in strength, the legisla-
tive cncouragement deereased. It is to
these circumstances cleariy, aided no
doubt by a discomraging rumour that the
Legislative Grant, small as it was, would
be still farther reduced, that the Board
have this year to report, not a continua-
tion of the progressive inerease observa-
ble through the four previous ycurs, but
a slight decrease in the number of Socie-
ties, the number of members, aud the
amount of subseriptions. The detailed
statement appended to this Report shows
that there have aualified for participation
in the Legislative Grant during the year
45 Societies, comprising 2246 members,
who have paid subscriptions to the extent
of §2519.75. There is thus a decveuse
as compared with last year of 13 Socie-
ties, 297 members and $531.75 of sub-
scriptions.  The appropriations made to
Societies this year in proportion to sub-
seriptions, and under the limitations of
the Act, amount to $3232.50. It is to be
observed that a large number of these
local Societics, depending upon the Legis-
lative Grants being proportionate in
amount to their own sabscriptions, made
purchases of valuable thoroagh-bred ani-
mals; these were in many cases bought
by use of Lorrowed money, and the officers
of Societies have thus come under pecu-
niary obligations in order to promote the
general interest.  The animals have like-
wise to be maintained at considerable
expense; and considering the great bene-
fito which accrue to the Proviuce from
the possession of them in the rural dis-
tricts, the Board desire to represent the
strong claims which these Societies have
upon the liberality of the Legislature,
and the importance of enabling them to
retain their stock and countinue the course
of improvement upon which they have so
auspiciously entered. Every Nova Sco-
tian who had au opportunity of secing
the large and respectable assemblage of
thorough-bred animals congregated in the
Governor’s field, from all parts of the



