other seasons, nnd we have become more ’
and more convinced that the ideas then
advanced  wero  correct,  We  prefer
calves dropped in September to any
other month, for the very reason that
calves then escapo the intense heats of
summer, and during the winter season
they can ho *¢ pushed ” with grain, and in
the spring aro ready for the young grasy
a8 goon as it appears.  The professional
breeder likes full cnlves, toe, Lut for the
additional reason that they “show” at
tho September fairs as “calves,” when,
in reahity, they are only a few duys short
of a year old, and as ** yearlings,” when
they are really close to two yenrs old. it
woull seem that theve are tricks even in
the farmer's trade —Kzchange,

Carrrg Disgase ix TR UN1TRD STLTES.
—Since the lust ixsue of the Imdicator
the chief topic of conversation in the
western country nas been animal disenses,
and especially foot-and-meuth disease as
developed in Woodson and  Cofley
counties, Kansas, Owing to the fears,
excitement, and utter lack of official
authority for organized resistanco to what
appeared  as threatening dire disaster,
Governor Glick, last Thursday, in res-
pounse to the practically unanimous desire
of leading citizens throughout the stock-
growing country, issted a ecall for a
special session of the Legslature of
Kansas, to convene in Topeka on Tues-
day, March 18, and it is now ‘- session
promptly canvassing tho best means of
miceting the present and like emergencius.
—Kansas City Paper.

TroroueHBREDS.—The value of thor-
oughbred stock is very much underesti-
mated by many persons. Long years (in
30ine cuses a cehtury or more) of careful
breedin: has fixed certain characteriatics
in paracular breeds to such a degree
that the immediat. offspring of pure
binod males crossed with common females
shows a marked improvement in every
way. Dut in every case the best results
can only be obtained from the thorough-
bred male.  While the half-bred femate
i3 valuable for the further .mprovement
of the stock by the same process, wie
half bred  male scems to  lack the
preputeney of his sire ; and the vonung of
the latter instead of showing an advance,
will generally show the contrary.—Rural
Canaliun,

A RECENT LECTURE, now printed in
panphlet form, by Hon. Donald Fergu-
son, Provincial Sceretary of Prince
Edward Islund, reviews in a concise and
ample manner what has been done in
various countries in Evrope ard America
in the way of agricultural education, and
discusses the questivn of how far his own

Province can mov. in the dircction of agri-

&he Jourmnl of Jgrienlture for Fobu Scotin,

cultaral instruction.  Mr. Ferguson ex-
hibits perlect familinrity with ns subject,
and searcely one ot his conclusions coukd
be queationed in any uarter, whilo the
practical, common-sense way m which he
very foreibly urges the importance of the
kind of educntion referred to is very well
caleulated to make a deep impression on
the farisers of the Province.  Mr. Fergu-
son thinks that his DProvince canuot
afford an Agricultural College, bat that
much night be done for agriculture in
the higher departinents of the schools
aud in thy Provincial University.  The
view which i~ incidentally preseuted of
Prince  Edward Island ugrienlture is
interesting and instructive.—-(/lnbe,

A Durcn Henotik.—The last “boom”
in cattle in the Umnted States hus been
the advance, in interest and price, of the
Holstein breed—or, as we call thew,
Dutch cows.  This Las Leen stimulated
by the remarkable reccrd, as a butter
cow, of & Dutch cow named Mercades,
which succeeded in wresting from ull the
Jerseys the position ot the greatest but-
ter producer, she having exceeded 3 1b.
of butter per day for thirty-one consccu-
tive days. Upon the publication of the
results of this trinl, there was a scrambiv
for any animal of Holstein bluod akin to
Mercedes ; and her next calving was
Iooked fur with keenest interest tu see if
this return, enormous as it was, could
not be exceeded—for Mercedes was still
under 6 years old. But, unhappily,
Mercedes succumbed to milk fever,
March 17 ; aml her new born calf died
too, It is said thay $10,000 hud been
offered for the pair.

« Wixpsor CasTLE Agpril 14, 1884,

“T have on scveral previous occasions given

ersonnl expression 10 i y deep sense of the
oving sympathy and loyalty of my subjects in
oMl parts of my Empire. 1 wish, therefore, in
my present grievous hereavement, to thank them
mo:t warmly for the very gratifying manner
in which they have shown not oanly thewr sym.
pathy with e, and wny dear, so decply afflicied
dnaghter-in-law, and my other children, bat
ol1o their high apprecintion of my beloved son's
qualities of head and heart, and ¢ the Jnss he is
1o the country anu 10 ame.

* The atfectionate sympathy af my loga! peo-
ple, which has never failed me in weal or ‘voe,
is vory soothing to my heart. Though much
shaken arnd sorely afillicted by the any
sorrows and trials which have fallen upon me
duriny these past yesrs, I will not loso cournge,
and, with the help of llim who has never for-
sakenr me, will strive to labour on for the sake
of my children and for the pood of the country
1 love so well, &s loog as I can.

My dear daugbicr-in law, the Duochess of
Albany, who beary hier terrible misfortune with
the mo-* admirable, touching and unmurmaurieg
resignation to the will of God, is also deeply
gratified by the uviversel sympathy and kind
feelings evinced towards her.

** I would wish, in conclusion, to oxpress my
gratitude to all other countrics for their sym.
pathy, above all to the neighboriug one, Wgere
my beloved son breathed his lnst, and for the
great respect and kindoess shown on that
mournful occasion.

“Vicroria R, & 1.°
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FRCTIT FARMING IN ENGLAND.
The district of Perhore (Worcestershire)
is well known as o large  plum-growing dis-
trict; nnd there are about 1500 acres aow
under fruit culture, including old orchurding,
in that loeality. The principal enemy they
have to contend with is the frost, which often
docs them some hundveds of pounds’ damage
in a single night.  ‘The Evesinm dostriet, in
the samue county, has about 3500 to 4000
acred now  ander fruit cultivation—punei-
pally composed of plums, damsons, and
damoscencs, bedides ordinary market garden
produce,  Being near to the River Avon,
and mueh of their orcharding lying right on
its ba Ly, ns at Pershore, they also wufler
greatly from spring froste.  The sorts grown
are the Pershore Egg plum, the Prane dam-
son, the Victoria, and the Karly Prolific.
Black curran’s tlo not tirive in the district,
and are greatly diable to be smothered with
white inscet blighe the gardeners call hee.

There are abundant hands to do the uldi-
vation, excepting at fruit time occasionally,
when quantities of strivwberries can scarcelv
b picked before they are over ripe. The
bulk or the Evesiam fru't is sent to London,
Bilston, and Wolvechampton, and some
farther north. The growers have bu. very
vnsaisfactory knowledge as to the state of
the warkets.  In one cate I heard of, on the
best autliority, fruit grown at Evesham was
sold at a fashionable watering place on the
north-west coast, the day afler its consign-
ment, at 10§ per cent. profit.

‘The parish of Toddimgten, where Lord
Sudeley has lately made his great espori-
ment as a frwt grower, is within 8 miles of
my own parish. Mr. Randell, the agent,
in his letter to me says :—* You will see we
are not relying upon pears or apples, but
plums, with bush fruit, wiz., black currants,
red currants, gooseberries, raspberries, anu
" strawberries, and shall yet go in for black-
berries.  ‘The market is on the spot. The
factory is let on lense—the lessee taking all
the fruit we grow ; he will scll, o make it
into jam, as suits him best.”  The frme farm
consists now of 325 acres 3 but Lonl Sudeley
15 intending planting about 60 acres more
next year, out of part of an ohl wood wiieh
is now being prubbed up. In all fielas the
different kirds of truit trees zie planiol in
rows tegether—an important mistake, 20 a
Kent friend semarked who accompamed me,
as much unnccessary labour and  expense
will be oceasioned at picking time, especially
of the strawburries and raspberries, arel that
these fruits should have been putin fields by
themselves.  Strawberries will orly  staad
for five years ; and then there should bea
regular votazion of new g ound to plant oter.
Raspberries will last for fourteen years, and
can be planted again immediately, as bops.
The follawing are the principal sorts of frait
trevs planted at Toddinglon (since 1881,
when the work was first comnienced), on a
stift but moderately good soil on the lias tor-
mation. _Apples—-Lord  Suffield, Coxs
Orange Pippin, Warner's Kimng, Celleny,
King of the i\p ins. Pears—Marie Louise,
Louis Bonne of Jersey, Beurré Diel, Easter
Beurré. Raspberries~ Fastolff, Carter's Pro-
lific, Semper Fulelis.  Plums—Victoria,
Tershoce, Early Orleans. . Gooseberries—
Warrington, Crown Bob, Lancaslwre Lad.
Red Curranis—Dutch Red, Raby Castle.
Black Currants— Baldwin, Naples, ILee's
1 Prolific, Old Black, Prince of Wales. The




