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the conclusion, that they must have had
as like effect upon the England of Crom-
well and of Pym? It muet be rcmem-
bered that controvereiee in those days
were no rapier-duels, but combats à
V'outrance. Compared with the polemical
writings of the Reformation, the only
once with which they caui be compared
fairly, cither with regard to the grandeur
of the subjeot xntter or the absorbing
interest which they evoked, we must
admit that Milton'e controversial writ-
inge are almost înild.

It ie, perhaps, an unintentional tribute
that so miany of Milton's critice have paid
1dmi, when they, in effect, blame him
for not being further in advance of lis
age than lie really wvas.

Mr. Pattison lias done the main part
of hie work wîth care and a due amount
of skili, and the book xuay be eafely re-
commendcd to any one in want of a con-
cise life of Milton and an intelligent
resnré of critical opinion upon hie workes.
Yet wu cannot altogether praiee Mr.
Pattison'e style. The expression 'bat-
tailous canticles ' wae prohably meant to
be Miltonic, and the phrase ' Iiterary
digladiatioris' is certainly Johnsonese;
blIt we miuet venture to condemn both,
andl to wonder how they elipped l)aet
Mir. Morley's notice. 'These and ot he r-
Suchli1ke inaccuracies' is a vulgar collo-
quialiem, and we know no good recent
alithority for the use of the word ' tru-
anitcd' as an active verb. There was
Ccrtaiîily no need to cashier our old
frieud ' to play the truant.'

On page 190, too, we notice a clumesily
Contructed sentence, which, construed
[grarnmnatically (and R'ectore of Colleges
ought flot to object to their phrases bein('ett'ictl 3- analysed>, asserts that NVords-
Worth preceded Milton in point of tim e.
11n Mnost other respecte the book sholws
signe of careful editing, and will fill a
respectable place in the series.
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TU life of the firet Nâpoleon bins yetto be Written. Even as the facts of that
I'fe, as they occurred from day to dayL.

ataggcy.ed and bedazzled thc observer,
"0 as to niake it aliiiost impossible for

him to form a truc estimate of the
General, Consul, Emperor and Exile,
eo even now that life as a whole appears
almosi too great and m'any-sidcd to be
gramped by any one historian. It is true
that we have passed the stage when a,
history, euch as that compiled by Sir
Walter Sco tt, can be accepted in despite
of itis inaccuracies in the relation of
simple facte. It is no lese true that the
vehiement spirit of partieanship, which
colour with sucli oppoeing tinte the
pages of Alison on the one hand and
Thiers on thc other, hias died away.
Probably, lad it not been for the inop-

iportun. appearance of that bastard Se-
cond Empire which tradcd for itA ow-n
mneain ends upon the glorions traditions
of its great prototype, we ehould have
seen by thie time a fair and generally

I accept-hble biography of thc man mho
inherited the unsettled estate and with
it the all-powerful aspirations of the

îFrenclh Revolution. Unfortunately the
political exigencies of Napoleon III.'s
reign awoke old prejudices and elum-
bering animosities. The evente of the
first Empire eerved as stalking-horseu
behind whichi to culogize or to, ridicule
its simulaerura, and the etrcam of Timie
whichi was slowly clarîfying iteîf so as
to beconie a inediium capable of dieclos-
ing thc past instead of mierely mirroring
the present, was once more stirred up
and iîîd died hy the (lrag-nets of his-
torical c ricatuirists in thc intereste of
oppoeing parties.

Maiy iuitereeting ,nemnoirs remain to
us. The sccluded years at St. Helena,
so diegraceful to the Iioîy Alliance whichi
demiandcd, and to the aristocratic Eng-
land whichi conceded, theim, affordcd an
opportunîty for the collection and pre-
servation o>f much inatter (,f hietorical
and pereonal reniiniecence on the part
of Élie Emperor himeîf. Several of hie
niost attached generale have written and
contribt.ted the material for works,
throwing itucli lighit ulpon hie military
genus ; and the despatdhes and state
papers of France supplement these in
the fulleet mnanner by adding the con-
temporaneous testimony of mcen whose
lips were afterwards eealed to a great

Iextent by their acceptance of office and
promotion froni the Bourbons.

Nor je it to Frenchi sources alone that
we turn for informiation upon thâs fascin-
ating topic. AIthougli tIe ordinary Eng-
li!h inin of tIc period was flot able to


