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howv you can possibly bave both, I
cannot understand. XVe biave, in-
ýdeed, a quotation froni Mr. Goldwin
Smith about the (lesirabilitv of an
attainable itieai. 11f that means an
ideal adapted to our nature aud fac-
ulties, it is right and truce enioîgb; but
if it means an ideal wvbîcl ceases to
perform- tbe very fuinction of an
ideal, whiich is to lead us uipwar(i ani
onwvard, I arn bolt enougli to differ.
l'he i(ieal is never quite realized in
art, or science, or conduet. Tie poet
or painter, the tlîinker, the saint, al
.follow on.' In truthi it must be so,

the ideal is relativelv attainable orily;
if it were attainable absolittelv, it
,would leave no room for growtb.

If Mr. Le Sueur surrendlers this,
he gives up the essential nobleness of
hurnan life. Ani, indeed, 1 note
witli regret in bis articles an under-
tone of willingyness to be satistied with
4 snall merdies' in a moral p)oint of
view. If a man is a pretty good
fellow to bis wife and cbildren, does
flot teli lies or cheat other people, and
1hows a readiness to meet kindness
'With kindness, we are told that life
'Will be ' very tolerable' without the
4excessiv~e self-rvenu nciation ' of the

s8ermon on the Mount. Very toler-
nble-to whom '1 There are sorne men
Who w0ul(l rather die, and by a very
Plain)ful death, too, tban lose ail the
heroic and saintly elements froin
bistory and the lives arounid us. Deeds
'Of patriotie heroism. or of uncalculating,
'ove stir their souls like a trumpet.
Their eyes dirn with happy tears in
tlie presence of the morally sublime.
Ilideed, 1 hesitate to receive Mr. Le
;'lleur's testimony as agaiinst hiniseif,
ýa1nd more than haif believe lie is of
'the laumber.

Very much of Mr. tLe Sueur's secon(d
erticle is occupied in the atternlt to
%hbow that Christianity is a faith
'1010W, Worm-eaten, and rapidiy
P1 88Binag away. He says that the cry.

1echoed 'from every pulpit in the
"lnd.' 1 wonder where he goes to
chrchor whetheî' he goes at ah. It

is quite true that we meet plenty of
this kiiad of staternent in the writiings
of tîtose wvho make it evident that
tlieiî position, on tihe negative aide, is
aireadly cluosen ; and there are flot
wantin'g tirnid souls who, in spite of
thieir fervent desires, fear that what la
said with so rnuch persistency may be
truc. For it is just as trtîe that fear
renders us insensible to the strengtlî
of our positions, as it is that desire
pre(lisp)oses us to a too easy belief.
M1ilI, who lias done so nuuchel to waruî
us against fallacies, is as earnest iii
pointing out the one as the other
(langer. But if we take the great
majority of Christian people-and 1
speak, not of the ignorant chiefly, but
of the thoughtful and intelligent-
while it is true that they are conscious
of more or less difficulty in adjusting
the different aspects of their thinking
80 as to forni a consistent whole, they
are possessed with a tirrn and unalter-
able faith that the main truths of the
Gospel, as gathered up) in the mani-
festation and work of Christ, will
stand every strain, and finally risc
into universal andi triumphant ac-
ceptance. I know the minds of many
-very many-of these, and I claini
to speak for thern witlî something of
autbority.

Mr. Le Sueur enunierates what ho
considers the characteristics of a
' hollow andi worrn-eaten faith,' and
says that these are to be seen if we
look around us. One or two of these,
as hie gives tliein, are so exactly the
opposite of what we see, that one
bas to exercise sonie self -restraint lest
their flagrant falsehood slîould un-
duly discredit tbe rest of bis reason-
ing. H1e says a faith la dyiing, and
that this is now the case as to Chris-
tianity: ' When . . . it seems a
dangerous thing to 80 much as toucli
the text of sacred writings even with
a view to bringing it nearer to the ex-
act words of inspiration.' Now I make
bold to say that there was neyer a
time when the text of Scripture was
handled with onie-tenth part the cour-


