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DIVINITY.

THE WITNESSING CHURCH.
A SERMON,
BY TUX REV. JOIN HARRIS.

& Ye are my twilnesses, saith the Lord, that 1 am
God.’—Isaiah xtiii. 12,
{coxTinveD.]

First, then, 1 would illustrate the great truth,
that the Church of Gol i3 cxrrc»ly desigzned, in
its relative capacity, and as the depositary of the
knowledge of salvation, to be his wilness to the
world.

Passing b{ all the interesting illustrations of
this truth which might be drawn from antedilu-
vian and patriarchal history, lct us confine our at-
tention to the Jewish and Cluistian churches.
And here, on viewing these churches tofelher, as
patts of a great whole, we are instantly struck
with the different ways in which they concur to
answer their design as witnesses for God. The
Jewish church was a local stationary wilness;
and the duty of the world was to come and receive
its testimony : the Christian church is not local
and stationary, but is to go to the world. The
Jewish church was an oracle, and the world was
expected to come and inquire at its shrine; the
Christian church is an oracle also—but instead of
waiting for the world to come to it, it is command-
ed to gointo all the world, and to testifly the gos-
yel of the grace of God to every creature.

In accordance with this representation of the
Jewish chutch, we find that it contained every
prerequisite for answering its end as a stationary
witness for God ; nothing was omitted calculated
¢o promote this_object; its eatly history was a
history of miracles, to excite the attention, and
draw {o itself the cyes of the wonder-loving world ;
its ritual was eplendid »nd uniquc ; its members
were distinguished in character from those of eve-
1y othetr commupnity on the face of the earth; its
creed, or testimony, was eminently adapted to the
existing state of the world—for it proclaimed a
God, and promised a Saviour; its members pos-
sessed a personal interest in the truth of the tes-
timony they gave; and, what was especially im-

ortant, its gecgraphical position was central.
hat large portion of the carth, whose waters flow
into the Mediterrancan, is the grand historical
rtion of ¢he world, as known to the ancicnts.
udea was situated in the midst of it, like the sun
in the centre of the solar system. Placed at the
top of the Mediterzanean, it was, during each
successive monarchy, always within sight of the
nations ; and its temple-fires, like the Pharos of
the world, were always flinging their waming light
 across the gross darkness of heathenism— protest-
iug azainst idolatry, witnessing for the onc livinz
and true God, inviting the nations to come an
worship befote him, and foretelling the advent of
Une \vgose lizht should enlighten the worll,

Thus studiously adapted, 2nd divinely gualified
to act as a stationary witncss for God to the world,
the Jewish church is called on in the text to ap-
pear in this its official capacity, and the idolatrous
netions are summoncd {0 Judea to reccive its tes-
timony.  Ares had elapsed since that charch had
heen called into evistence, but still the worship
of idols prevailed. Now, therefure, God is su-
blimely represented as determined to bring the
great question to a close; his voice is heand is-
suing his mandate toall the nations of the earth—
toall the idols and their votatics--to appear in
Judea;-and then calling forth the Ismachtes to

ive cvidence in his behalf, « Bring forth the

cars—the senscless idolators ; Iet all the nations
be gathered together, and let the people be assemn-
bled: what god among them can shew us former
things? Let them bhring forth their witnesses,
that they may be justified ; or, if they cunuot du
ity let them hear me, and achnowledge that what
I'say is truth.  Ye people of Israel are my wit-
nesscs, saith the Lord, that I even I, am God,y and
hesides me there is no Saviour.”

As if the Almighty had said—s¢ It is high time
to bring this great controversy to a final decision :
let all my sivals come.”  And we aie to suppose
them assembling : Moloch, ¢ besmeared with 1n-
fant blood,™ and all the cruel gods of the Ammo-
nites ; Rimmon, Ashtaioth, and all the licentious
idols of Syria; Baal, Dagon, ‘Tammuz, and all the
false deities ot Phenicia; Apis, and ail the won-
ster-dettics of Egypt. ¢ Let them come from
their fabled resorts in Ida, from the heights of
Olympus, from the shrines of Delphos and Dodo-
na—irom their temples, groves, and lulls—the
whole pantheon— the thirty thousand gods of hca-
then mytholozy, with all their retinue of priests
and worshippers.  And now,™ saith Jehovah,
t«having asscmbled, let them produce their wat-
nesses to justify thesr conduet 1n recciving wor-
ship; and for this end, let them prove that one of
thesr pretended prophecies was cver fulbiled. 1
am content to rest my claims on that single proof.
Are they silent? Then let my witnesses stand
forth : let the nation of Isracl appear. Descend-
ants of the patriarchs, children of the prophets, ye
are my witnesses. Testily in my behalf before
this assembled and idolatrous world. Read in
their hearing the history of my conduct towards
you, from the day that 1 brought you out of Egypt
to the present moment, and they will be constrasn-
ed to admit the fact of my cxistence, and the
doctrine of my swperintending providence. Tell
them of all the miracles [ have wrought in your
behalf—and thus you will be witnesses to iy al-
mighty power. Inform them of all your aposta-
cies from me, and rcbellions against me, aud of
the way in which I have borne with and pardon-
¢d you—and thus you will be witnesses tomy in-
finite patience. & Tell them of all the predicions
which 1 have caused my prophets to utter, and of
the lteral fulfilment they have reccaived—and
thus you will testify toiny omniscience. Take
them, in solemn procession, to Sinai, and tepeat
the laws which I there proclaimed when the
mountain trembled—and thus yon will attest my
unspoltcd holiness and inflex:ble justice. Con-
duct them to my temple on Sion, hift up the veil
of my sanctuary, let them sec for themselves that
no imagze stands 1n my shtine, no human sacutice
bleeds on my altar, no licentious ntes pollute my
worship—and thus you will be attesting the umty
and spintuality of my esscnce, the purity and
mercifulacss of my character.  Forget not to as-
sure them that I am no respecter of persons—that
there is mercy for thein—that, as Liive, I will not
the death of @ sinner.  Lead theia to the altar of
sacrifice, and, as the victim bleeds, say to them :
¢Behold, in a type, the Lamb of God which tak-
cla away the sin of the world.? Tcll them that
to lum have all my prophets given witness, an
let them heas tic gloious things which they have
watacssad. Lt my servant Isniali stand forth and
dedlarey that upon that sacrifice 1 have laid tuc
iniquities of mankind—that he is wounded for
their teansgressions, bruised for their iniquitics—
that the chastiscinent of their peace is upon him,
and that with his stripss they may be healed-—
that he shall sce of the travail of his souly and be
satisfied : for he shall save out of all nations a
multitude which no one can number. Thus will
You be my witnesses that I am God, and that be-

lind people that have cyes, and the deafthat have

sides me there is 0o Saviour.*?
L]

Now such was the honourable office and the
lofty intention of the Jewish church—it was a
stationary witness for God to the world ; and the
sublime scene described fu conneaion with the
text, is only the figurative realization of that idea.
Through each successive age of that church, ting
divine mandate may be said to have been issued
to the world, directing it to repusr to God's wit-
nesses in Judea. But the world heeded it not.
Individuals, indeed, resorted thither from fus dis-
tant Jands ; but in all the rezions whence they
came, idolatry still scigned.  The leading nations
had, cach i succession, come iuto couluct with
Goul’s witnessis ; but, 50 far frou receiving tuesr
testimouy, they went un worskipping theis sdol-
godls, and ‘even essayed to enshrine them in the
very tunple of Jehovah.  Even the Jens tuea-
selves had lost the high and spiiitual impoit of
their own testimony. Al tlungs proclaimed that,
if the woildis to be enlightened und saved thiough
the instrumentality of the church, enather church
must be set up, and another mude of witnessing
be employ ed.

When the fulness of time was come, the chusch
was set up.  You know its heavenly orizin, its
agaresaive constilution, and its eaily ajostolse
history--all combining to prove that it was 2 new
thing in the carth, a fresh witness for Ged. In
anot%cr‘, and a nobler, sense than before, God be~
came his own witness. The Son of God, in per-
son, assumed the office. In this capacitly he had
been predicted—< I have given Lim,™ said God,
¢ for a witness to the people.” In ‘this capacity
he came; and having traversed Judea in every
direction, and found it hemmed in on all sides by
the grossest idolatry—having found that he could
nowhere step over its fronticrs without entering
the territory of 2n idol-god—having taken an am=-
ple survey of the world—what was his estimate
of its morat condition? He lifted up his eyes to
heaven, and said—for he found thet he could ob-
tain no fit andience on carth—#¢ Q, righteous Fa-
thery the world bath not knowa thce!” And
what, under these circumstances, was the course
which he pursied? ¢ To this end was 1 bom,”
said he, «and for this cause came I into the
world, that I should bear witness uno the truth?
—to the full manifestation of God. And, accord-
ingly, his acts demanstrated the existence of God
--his humanity embodied the spintuality of God
--Lis character illustzated the perfections of God.
He was the true © tahemacle of witness.”? The
glorious train of the divine perfections came down
and filled the temyple of his humanity. God was
manifest in the flesh.  His character left o atinig
tute of the divine nature unillustrated—his teach-
ing left no patt of the divine will unres ecled—his
Lindness left no fear in the human heart unsooth-
ed - his meritaivus death left no amount of human
guilt unatoned for. Wherever be went, and hiow-
ever he was employed, he was still winniag for
himself that title which he wean in heaven:
¢ The Faithful and Truc Witacss.™  But, cluet-
ly, Calvary was the place of testimony.  Tnere,
when ke could say no more for God, hie bade the
cross begin to speak.  There, when his Iips had

Jd [ uttered their testamony, he opeucd his Seart, and

syakc inblood. Thcre was the ‘summing up of
all the promises, «nd of all the character of God :
and the total was—universal and iaficate love,

And now, if his fist object had been thus to
witness for God, his second was to arrange for the
boundless diffusion of the testimony. No sooner
has he worked out the great truth that God is love,
than he provides that the world shall resound with
the report,  Asif lie Lad been sitting on the cir-
cle of the heavens, and surveying all the possibi~
lities and cvents that could occur down to the
close of time, he answers the oYjections to this



