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)I V IN I TY.

TIIE IVITNESSING CiHUItCiI.

cg Ye arc rny tcieses, saith the Lord, Mla 1 arn
Gud.-Isiahxliii. 12.

First, then, 1 %vould illustratc flic grcat trulli,
that tile Churcl Cf (20i i3 c.xpre.»iY dincilsh
ils rc!ativc capacity, aîd as flic depo.,itar> of thc
knowledgce of salvation, ta bc his witncss tu thîe
%vorid.

ilassing by ail the îîîteresting illustrations cf
this tzuth %vhicb nüght bie drawil firor anteulilu-
vian ani patrierchal hiitory, let us confite our aig-
tention te the Jetvish and Clitistian churchcs.
And bore, en vicwvisg these churches together, as
parts of a -reat wholc, we are instant Iy struck
with, the dlffrent ways in which they concur te
answer their design as witmîesses for God. The
.lewish church was a local stationary witniess;
sand thse duty cf thse wvorld was taom and receive
ils testimtony: the Christian churcis is flot local
andl stationary, but is te go te the world. Tuie
Jewish church was an oracle, and the world was
expected te corne andl inquire al, its sbriÙe; thse
Christian church is an oracle aise-but instead of
waiting for thse werld te corncto itsitis command.
.d te go into ail the world, andl te testify thse gos-
pel cf the grace of Ced ta every creature.

la accordance witlî tbis representalioa of the
.Jewish clîurch, ire finit that it contained cvcry
prerequis.ite for answcriug its endl as a stationary
witniess for 'Cd ; nothitig was omittcd calcuiated
to promoe this object; ils early- bistery was a
Ihistory of miracles, to excite lte attention, and
drair Ie itself thse eyes of the wonder-loving world ;
ils titual iras ttplendid sorti uniquei ils members
votre distinguiisheti in charactcr from those of cre-
ry otiser commqnity on tihe face cf the eartis; ils
crecil, or testimoný, was emsinentlY adaptted go the
existing state cf tie worid-for it proclainied a
Goal, andl promise,] a Saviour; ils anembers pos-
sÙsd a persona] intcrest in the trulti of thc tes-

timony they gave; -au, what was especially im-
potnt, its pecgaphîica position iras centrai.
Tatlarge portion ofthec carth, iviiose waters flow

mbt th1e Itleiiterranean, is tise grand laistoricai
portion cf lAc scorl,4 as known ta the ancients.
Jolcea iras siluated in thec midst, of il, like the sunt

in the centre cf the solar system. 1'Jaced at tue
top of thec Mcditcrranean, it iras, dczing Ccd
successiire monarchy, always witliin sigist of thic
nations; andl ils tenaic-fires, likce the l'haros or
thse werld,were aiwayrs flinging their wvarning ligit
xucross thse grass darkness of hcathcnism- protest.
iii; aainst idolalry, witne.,sing for the eite living

a truc Goa, inwiting thse nations te coule aîiJ
wvorship before 1dm, ani forctclling the aih'cnt cf
Une w~hose Jliht shoulul enligliten the ivrM<.

Thus stnJiousl'v aclapted, andl divineiy qiualiieul
ta &et as ationary wilncss fût Cod ta the world,
the Jewisit church is callcd on in the tct.t ta lip-
pear in this ils officiai capacity, and! thse idolarouts.
notions are summoncd te Judea% te reccive ils tes-
titnony. Ar idcasi ic iaca:i iu
lacen ciles] int existrnce, but siiiiIllhe wo-làip
of Mdots pteraileil. Noir, tlicrtof(ird, Ged is su-
blimely represcrnteil as deberminc là tabring thie
vreaî question te a close ; his voice is lir-rîl is-

anc bis mandate te ai thse natinnus of thse erris-
to e1 the Motis andl their volaîTics- - ta aplicar in
Judca;-anul then câiiin- forth the Israéites ta
Eive cridence in Mhiaif. <'llBring forth flie
1blin a people tisaI bave eyes, znd the Ilaf tlît have

cars-tse setiscless idolators ; tlt ail flic nations
ise gathcred tugetiaur, ontd let flie pîeople bc asscau-
bled: whlat gad ainung Mlent Cati blîew lis form'er
tlaiigs? Ltt tisen bring, fairth lhcir utittiesses,
that îlacy may be juslilicd ; or, if they canniot du
il, IcI thena hua: utsc, atit ackiuowledge tlîat nliat
1 say is truti. Ye îîeaîli of iscael are uny %vit-
iiesses, saiili flic Lord, 11i.at 1, cucaI 1, amn Goal, aia!
liesides tIe tiltre is no Sau'itiîr.")

As if tule Aliuighty haul s.tid-"4 It is liigli ligne
te bring tliis great coiitroversy ta a finîal decision:
let ail nîy riv.ais cainte." AnuJ itsie te slipjase
tiacial assLnabling ; Mlouchj ' bte!sîe.ared voitd ait-
f.aît, bLiaxi,* and ail the cruel -ods cf tige .Aamo-
ales ; litimmon, Ashtatotta, anu ail tige lacentiaus
idais cf Syria; Baal, Dag-ou, Tainaniz, and ail the
tise deitics ot Phiscia j Apis, and 41t file li-

ster-Jetties of Egy1ait. 16 Let Itea camne flous
their f.abled re.sons in Idsa, front tige lacigliti ai
Olympus, front thte adirine% <f Deiphas and Dodo-
na-tram titti: temiples, graves, andal als-tuet
whole pantheon- the tliirty ubausand goals ai isa-
then mytho!:y, with ail tiacir retialue cf îariests
andl worihiiaîîrs. Andl nowv," salua Jehavais,
"6having assembleal, leI lhem produce.their wit-
iiesses ta juslify Ilacar ceuiauct an recuiving wor-

si;andl for tiais end, Jet thean provo gliat, ane of
thiacr preletîaed propisecics %vas ever fuiiilied. 1
amn content tb test rny claims oi tisaI single prof.
Are tiscy sileait 7 h'en let my wiltesses stand
forth. let tise nation cf Isracl ajîpear. Descend-
ants of the p.atrîarciss, clalldren cf thse prejahlets, ye
are my witnesses. Tcslify in nsy belslf before
Ibis assembleal and idlldhtrous world. Relau in
tiseir bearin;- tise history cf my conduci toirarals
you, frm the day that 1 brcu-bîyouctitof E,yp
te tise prescrat moment, an.! thisey wîll lie canstruus-
cd ta admiit the fâCt cf my existenîce, and tise
doctrine of my superintending providence. Tell
them cf ail the nmiracles 1 have wreuglat in jour
behaîf-anal Ibus yeu will le iilesscs tu any ai-
mighty power. itform thcm of ai your aposlta-
cies from nie, and rebellions against me, anîd cf
tlic way in uvhich 1 bave borne with anad pardon-
cul yeu-and thus vois wiii Le waitnesse.qt I ny an-
fîaîite patience. * Tli tlîei of ail the predictions
wlicb 1 bave causeal my propisets te uttuer, anal of
the literaI fullilmetît they bav-e recaived-and
thus you uvili lesîîfy 10 any omniscience. Take
tiaem, in soicmn piracession, to Sini, and repe.at
the lau-s msicis 1 there jarociaimed ushen the
uiouîntain trcmlied-anda Ihaîs vonî wiil attest my
unspolteal holinesoi and inlex:.blepasiice. Coun-
duel, thonm te un> temple on Sien, lift up the veil
of my sanetuary, lut thiîe sec for tiacunscives that
ne image stands ai mjy shistîc, ne haumait saciaice
bleeds an mny allas, ne laccaîticus satcs pollute ais
uuorslip-anîl thizu; j ou wili bc atttsting the uiat_
andl sîilisiaity of îuay essence, ilut jarity andi
merciftiincs cf my charadter. Farget nal te as-
sure thena t1aat I am ie rcr-iacctcr of lictsons-tiiat
tlaere is mec y> fut thein-îlat, als 1 lave, 1 vu-ili not
flic clcalli of z siriner. Leail thcr, te tise ailar cf
sacrifiçc, and!, is the vicimui biecals, say te them :
licisos, in a tyîa, the Lambs of t.o, uuhicb tak-

Ctîi alvu-y te ziai cf thse uurlJ.7 Toit tilea that
t'a Igim have ahl My jarophlics sivona %%tnes., and
let llîcm geat tc glaracais tuîiig% uhiici liîey hiave
tialîssc.I. Lac îny servant Isaisis taîa farts atas
dlelare, that uioas Vhiat sacrifice 1 halaid fo tie

i orua:csc minkliid-thaît be is %vouîîdeul fer
Ilîcat trançs;rcssions, briiisa'd for ilicir iniquitis-
tli.t the cisutiscineaît of lthi pe.%ce is upon Mîian,
anal thaI %villa lai$ slrip:cs tlicy may be hecal--
that he ball~i sec cf tlie travail cf bis seul, andl bc
satisfical: fer lie shahl save out of ail nations a
multitue wlsicli nne eau number. Tbus uvili
voia bc mu- wiliesses that 1 amn Goal, and iliat bce-
sides me licre is neo Savieur.»l

Now sucli ias tleclionouraijie Office ana the
lofty intenîtion cf flic Jeisli churcla-it w.vas a
slatioiiary itnciss for Ced tu tile %'orld ; and flic
sublimec scene describeal ils conniexion it failte
text, is oniy tlie figurative realizatioa cf that ideai.
Tlarougis each succesbive age cf that cliurcli, ttIaiS
divine anadate may bie sait] ta hîave been issued
tu tile %orld, Jirectaîîg it to reliair lu (CuJs .% IL-
nesses in Judea. lii tlic wvorlîl leedeai it aiot.
luadividuals, indeed, resnrtedl thitiier frem far dis-
tanit l.ands ; but iii ail tlic regions vvlieîice they
camei, idul.L.tr) btilIl rcigiîed. 'llit lcaîfliig naticns
laad, chdi a :,ucccstoia, calie lato Cuiit.ict uarLa
Good's 1w tlicssa s; but, be fà f[u,îî recui% l *aî t.ieur
tebtimoliv, tIiey iat uni worblibiuù tiac:_ ado!-
grnlç, aialà even essayed te eisigrine thinî in thec
î.cr3 tLanileo cfliuvili. Eveil flice jenb (tiota
%t.l-.s laad lo.t thse la;gli andi sj.iittsil imjot <if

tiiowlitcstîmoiiv. A Il tligs l'roc]lailited LbiaI,
iftflic iteidi te be'enlightened taas~Jihîcugit
tlic ilistrumelitalit3 cf tile churcli, .asabther thurcb
nust bc set up, and! anether iiiude <if iu;tiaessin.-

be empoj, cd.a
Moin the fulniess cf limne iras coame, flie c.haai,

was set up. Yeu knoiv ils lieatuly origin, ils
a~e~ueconstitution, andi ils eaaly allosîoitc

histor3---all cemhining to prove glial, it uas a getv
thin- in tlac carth, a fresi voitness for Ced. la
anutZer, and a noialcr, sense than before, Gad be-
came lit's ewn witiiess. The Son of God, ini pe'r-
son, assumed flice office. In liais capacity he load
beenl predicted-«' I bave given Lit," %aid GoJ,
"ifor a wituess to the peapie."1 In tib capacity
hc came; and liaving Iraverseai Judea in every
direction, andl feunal il bemme.! in on ail sides by
the ~rssest idolatry -liav!ng foun.! that lac coulal
now Ccc stop avez ils frontjeis voitiiaîa eîlîering
tuec terrîtory of 21n idail-god-iaving taken an am-
ple survey cf thse %vorld-tyliat iras lus estimate
of ils mornl condition ? lie lifle.! upliis eycs te,
heavcn, and said-for lac founJîith ecould ob-
tain noe ft audience on eartb- tgO, rig-htcous Fa-
ther, the %vorlal bath not known thsc!" Amd
%vitat, under these circunistances, was thse course
which be purstual ? «Te l'btis cnd was 1 bomil
sait] lie, '«<andl for Ibis cause camne 1 into the
world, that 1 sisoulul bear witness unta the trutis"'
-to tic full manifestation cffled. Anul, accord-
inffiy, hii. acts demnonstrateil the existence cf God
--bis lîîmznity embodied tule spirituaiîy af God
-- lois charade:i illuslratcd lise perfectionas cf Goal.
lie iras the truc "itabernacle of wuiîncss."1 Thse
giorinus train cf the divine perfections carne iýowiè
andl fillcdt the templie of bis liunanity. Goul Nvas
manifest inthtislii. Ilischaractcr leftroeautra,
toute cf the di u nature uniilustr.tcd-bis tcaach-
in-r left tun part of tlic divine wiil unretc.!ed-his
Liendnrss left no fcar ;n thse human licart un.cortà-
cd luhi nierioailuus ,iath leS*t ne amoust of humant
guila unatonedlfor. Wlîcrcverbe %vont, andiaow.
cirg. lie iras emîioed, lie wras stîli vtin:.i àg for
liiinscif thât litlc urbicla hc we.trs Li iscarc.-
cg Mie Faillîful andl Trise BV:es ut, c!.icf-
ly, Calvag-3 iras thse place of testimo<ay. Tnere,
msliens he couisi Say nie more for Gozl, lie bade the
cro!s% begiai to speak. Thore, whona luis lips baill
uittere.! Iliir tcslîmnv, be opatcil lais iscaut, andl
.çpalce in lon!. Tiscre was the *.*imaning up cf
aitthe prcidse., a.no cf ail the charadte: of Ged:
an.! the toal a-a cru and i.J~îclore.

Anal now., if lais birst object Ilad been thus le
winess for Goa,~ lais second %vas te arrarige fer thse
iaourgicss isson cf the tcstimnony. Noereoner
lis bc worked eut tise great truti tuaIt God is kov,
than be provides that tihe world shsail reseund 'valu
flie report. As if lie bad becai Sitting on thse cir-
elie cf the beau-ens, andl suru-eying ail tbe possiba-
lities andl evenits thaI couila ccur ?otv te the
close of lime, lie ansirers the cajecclons te ths


