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Tlîe voui, in wliosc uniexpecteul au-rival
cauîisei si0 îimcli commiotion at Oaki hall wil!
reuiiiîo a fetv iuiîroluetory'v ords olv. Mur.
Fi.uiici lrboît, blut reccîîtl-v of age, nîîd a iol .
îiriiîciîilou, amuîiable persui, thlingl of soillewluat
îrusil aîid iIuIiuil.iive teliilzipaiuioiit,ýî te 1)0OSssOi
of a coîisiderable estate iii the ii.îoul oou o

htl-îu liiiîrovcul duîriîig lus loti-, iiiîority
by tlic caîu of' lus gîîardianî, Mr. Mîvla
tîcîl ai of a large moîinuît of' pcrsoiial l)uoIirtY.
11c ias, iii flet, it altogethl boit parti iii tue
estimiationî of carceful andl ambitions iiotters-
euli;ldly, perîlils, %vitli Sir lleilry willonghubv, (>

tie nrîî e uar Taintoii,. save as respiects tlue
titlc-ali t(drauitta-,e colin tcrbila lice il iii souuuc
degic by tic cireniîist:îîce of tic dowaigcr Laudy
Willoughbiy lieiîg stîll alive, iii primie licali, anid
ctittled hy bier lu wbMd îî to fiftecî liidred
per auxîtîni, cluarged l ponl tie soli's ilidîcritaluci'.
Sir Ilenry ivas tlirc or four ye:irs oler tb:in
Francis ilerbcrt, andl of a far mîore jocunîid,saniîne temîper nd dispo.qitioii, o-hiei mîood of
nîiuîd( ti, lionever, soliiewluat toliîcu don oit tic
occasionu of' Uiis Visit lîy the fectr LUit Heorbert %Vas
as irretriev.îhly iii love %vith tUe dlivinec Eleanor as
lic Iiiiiîsclf wias. Tîtere werc atller differeîîccs
betwvecn tlîoîî. F'ranicis Heorbert %vas a ripe
scholar, aîî'l liait carried off tlîe lîouors of a senior
ýVrutigIer at Camibridgc Universitv: Sir Hlenry,
iL %vas saiil tliroligli carelessitess aii inattention,-
for hli ad guol naeural talents,-iad bco'i
pliucke' at Oxcfuord. WVleu 1 have tirtlier statcd
t!uat altliongb Francis Hlerbert %vasiiq:sioal
g<i.o'oiîg Sir hfeuiry trits, by "cuîoratadîissieui,
atuech the lunln niie ian, I SUaIt have tvnitîeii
ail Iliat iiccd, in this stage of iii> narrative, Uc

roii-Iof eithor of tUent.
The d tves passoul plueîsantly atvay iith the

yottng,, peopule; aung bcfore the expirationi of
the îi! lih ta wlîîcI tic visit of tUte geitîtieni
%vas liiuitel, it was perfuctîy dlear LUat Sir hlour -
ir.'u do-wru'uitt-lv ini e;trncst witli regard-u to Elcaiiuor,
anîd that tic stat-l * bcality voîîclisatftd hiîîî as
iuîch aoîaeici as ut îrcll-brcd, iîudet

ntae iîighit. 0 iii.- iras fui- frontu disagreeablc to
eîther oif the yoiuig lalv'si parents; but tbat
whIich greatiy puzzleil NIr. Merivale iras, tlîat
Fraiic- Hlerbert appeannil to beperieti- rosigneil.
or iîidi'Ielreýiit, to tic ;ticceiq of Sir lcnry's suit.

thi nea fellow thuis ci-devant ivardt ofniiiuîc,"
lie woahu oftcîî ieiitatlly exclamat. Il A twelve-
1110it0> ugo, if t lia.1i mt preveuttn lmi, lie îvîîuîhu
hjave nmalde Eltio it oWe~r ini fon; id( now, t
verily belicîc luis wveatlicrcock f.tncy peinits to
Chaira! Ta Clara, positî'-elv,--a cli ild iun vears,
tîtottihi, tii Uc sure, suuuuethîat wvoaanly it ap-
pCearance for lier age. If it ;îrovez so-hut it will
Uc tinie e;iouigli to cons-ilter of a serionis aniîser to
such a îiroîîos.d %wben it shal ]lave been scnioushy
uuîaulce."

Tvo daIt s U2forc the expiration of thue nioîtlî,
Mr-. Henivalo waq qlot:iiicd ratdier late îy itisinagî-
terial diunies it Tantoni, and fiîîding, îvlii lie
reachil hounte, i-iportaîit papers that roquiroul
iiiuuîouiate cxaiuation, ho %withrr to tUe
library witbouit previous commiîunication with bi:z
fauuîity or visitors. Abouit cloyen o'clock te girie
caine, one by one, to wishi papa go)ol-ight; but.
pre-occuipied as lie was, neither the briglit flusha
which nîaat1l Eieanor's patrician features, nor

the flurry and conifusion of minanner so unulsniai
1with lier, arrcsted bis attention. The gi'listi de-
liglit ani niportanice visible in the sweet counte-
milince of Agiles Jiaqsei cqiially ilnnloticcd. Not
so, the stoîie-pale, yot glcainiiig and excitcd aspect,

*anîd iicrvots i,,itaitioni cxuibited byv Clara. Il
%vas clèctually 8tartlcd ou t of lits maigisteriat
iiîcditatiois; anîd the thought arose mîore vividly
thail before in blis niind, how elliliged and
voinily she had becoine, ini inanticr aîid expres-

* 4on, %vithiîi the last tivo or three weeks. Ilc %vas
abolit to quiestionilier, but uponi second thouglits

frùfraincd froni doin- so, kissed and ijade lier good
Siiglit.

Slie hardly had beeua gone a mnute wlien Mrs.
Merivale caille into the 1ibratry. Site, too, %vis

'xcitoi] -teîfîî,-v t snîling througli lier tears.
Sir llenry Willoug-ly, fortificul by a letter front
lii mother, liad foriîally proposed for the liaîd. of
Elcaiior, and been conditiomally accepted-that
condition, of course, being lier parceit.; consent.

*' I would iîot have 3'ou iitirbcdl," said Mrs.
Merirale, "lbut 1 proiniscd you slîould sec bis note
tliis eveninig. Ieeiiidas ay~ilulb'
very inid letter. Tiiere cauot, I thinki be any
dotubt as to lîow we shouild decide?"

IlNoue wbatcver, Einily. The girl lias drawn
a1 prize i thie miatrinia~l lotterv."

"And well deserves to have donc so,Archîbald,"
reî>lied tlîe inother, with sone quickness.

"lNo doubt-no doubt. Shc lias iny frce con-
sentt and blessing. But. there i anoater inatter I
auîî desironiq to, spe;ik of. Wliat can Uc the
ieaning of the agitation 1 obsereî in Clara
tjist 110W ?

"Icani liardly sa-y: but 1 think Francia
tlcrbert is in sonie îvay connccted with it."

1I iniyselfjudged so: buit have you no proof of
this ?"

"A sliglbt oîic onily. It seems that about duisk
this evciiiiig, NvIin the girls, witli Sir lcnry, anti

Ilret,%ec walkiiîg ic heirden, Clara ad
Heorbert becaino separato(l froin tue rcst by a con-

ilr:bedistance. At laçst Eleaiior baîle Agiies
seek theoii, as it iras getting,-,cliil and lhe to
withulrawv in-doors. Agîtes obeyed, and sis sîxe
appro;îclied, the end of the garden, licard Franîcis
flcrbert speakiîig in eariiost, agritated toiles ; a'aat
lic said Aiîe couilu not distinguish, but hurryiiig on
suc foilîîd tliat lic %vas thnus addressilig Clara, 1010
iii teari anid auliiost fitiiig, supported licr.zelf
%'ithi dilliciilty agaiiîst the fonntaiiî tiiere. TUe
miomecnt A.gies caille in view, Herbert ceaset

spaiiClara uIricul lier tears, took lier sister*s
ariîî, anud iniuiiring soin indistinîct excuse for
Oic eîuuotioiî slîe coulul îlot conceal, walked witlî
lier towirds tle flouse, slowly followed by Herbert.

tboiîglit it best to defer qîicstioiing lur,-but
urhiat Agiies witncssed cati )lave, it scuns to ni
but 0iie ititcrpretation'

"'No doubt; and a vcry absurd text it is, liow-
ever iiuterpretcd. WVc shall probably bo inom
eillighîteîied on thie matter to-morrow. In the~
incita: timie, as Sir Heniry is waiting to sec nie, ire
han0 botter ailjourn' to tic draiving-roont atoiice.1t

Thie party asscînbled at breakfast on the-
following inorning at Oak laIt appeared vcîy ihI
niL case and aiîxious, always witlî tlîe cxccptou of
Sir IHcnry Willoughby, whio, spite ofis woell-bred
efforts to subulue hiuself to tue level of the


