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Our Attitude Towards the De-
nominations.
T, L, FOWL¥ER,

Thory aro three words involved in
this subfisct upon which tho disposition
of the tion dopenda. Thoy are,
“We, You and Attitude,” bul the last
in tho series'Js tho first in iwportance.

Thia then may teoly Lo said to be a
question of * Aititudo,” Much in tho
affairs of life dopends upon what js in.
volved in fhis word. Attitude is for
the purpose of produoing effect. Ales
the atlitude and you lose the effeat.

Thete are various attitudes which
may be prodicated of the body pro-
duoing certain effects. A, forinstavoce,
a graceful attitude prodacing admira.
tiov, a firm aititude produciog cauntion
and a threatening attitude produciog
foar, Thers are othior kinds which we
wight specify in furthor illustration,
a3 & atriking attitude, for instanoe.

This s the kitd, in the estimation of
romse, best adapted to the body religi-
ous, for at least two reasons : Firet, it
lmplien not mere posture but sentiment
and action, espocisllyaction  scntiment
in sotion-~vigorous action—is the idea.
Beoondly, it implies proximity, that s,
a coming within striking dlstance.
This snables the combatant, according
to Paul, to beat something mora sub-
stantial than the air.

It is not only a question of atiitude,
but of *‘onr attitude”"—the attitnde
of the ** Disaiples of Christ "—towards
other religious bodies variously denom.
inated.

Who are the Disciples # If they are
wot the true followsrs of Christ, it s
not beoatse they do not alm to be suck.
1t their churches are not irne churcbes
of Christ, it is not Lbeoause they have
not chosen the propu thndud.
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with Christian huwility for us to boast
- of our piety or to make invidions com.
parisons, we should glory it our posi
tion, We wouldn't boast, bat among
all the religions bodies in Obristendom
we oooupy Lhe only true position. This
Is either true or it is untrue, If true,
shonld we not magaify our’position ?

If the Methodists are methodistie,
80 are we. I{ the Daptists practise
immersion, so do we. I the Presby.
terisus have 8 plurality of elders, so
have we. And if the Congregational-
iats are congregational in churocl pol-
ity, so are wo. Yet we rally aroand
not one of thess names, nor around all
them togetlier, but around Christ Jesus
the Lord. JFe Aave all the truth in all
ths creeds, yoi wo stand not upon sny
one of them nor upon all of them to-
gethor. We have somathing better,
something purer and plainer snd more
enduring—the living Word of the living
God.

The sctterian churches sre not
churches of Clitist as sush suy mors
than sootsrianism. is Christisnity.
Thoy only elaim to be branches, sud
they are cut off branches at that, as
the Word irplics.

The church of Christ is an unit.
Thero is but one body, of which the
Lord Jesus js head. Many bodies with
but ono head is anomaloue, i not mon.
strons. The church of Jeans Clrist,
strictly spesking,cannot bedivided any
more than Christ canbodivided, A dody
of people failing to recognize and respect
the supreme authority of Christ in all
things becomes a sect—a body cnt off,
and no louger a church of Chriat pro-
petly.

The attitude of the chureh to the
world according to the purpose and
desire of Christ is that of a united
body. Repressnted under the figute
of & fold, it is ono fold, even as there
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of a etructure, it is A templo.—ono
baildiug, ** bailt upoa Tho foundation
of the npostler nnd pre hats, Josus
Cuniet himeclf boing llao hief corner-
stono, In whow all the building fully
framod togetler groweth ioto an holy
templo in the Lard.”

Denominationalism jadivision. This,
of course, no ono can deny. Its atil.
tade to the world ie not that of one
body, but of many bodies preanmably
recognizing but ono head. This fs
monstrons !

God is représcuted in his Word as a
God of order. Nature demoustratos
bhim to be suck, hnt smong those
olaiming to be his reconciled and re-
deemod ohildren—mombers of his fam-
ily, ovor whioli he presides, aund in
which Ohristis eldest Drother—we sce
confasion and strife, For symmoetry
wo have dolormity, for beauly, euame,
and for order, confusiou.
Denominationalism Is wrong., [t
oaunot Lo defended, Its spirvit s
wholly evil. It I productive of by
otry, envy, jealousy, batred, and the
meanest and most inveterato kind of
persecution. All are more or less ao
qualnted with the pareccuting spirit
ol the Ohureh of Rome. That the
Protestant churches under similar
oitcumstances would be much differ.
ent, no ova acquainted with their his-
tory wonld affirm, Areliable historian
Lins said :  All parties of . Christians
when in power have been guilty of
perscoution.”

A radical difforence between Chris
tianity and denominationalism i this:
The former implles s recognition of
the authority.of Christ in everything ;
the latter does mot. The one implics
full allegiance to Christ, the other full
allegiance to party. This is the ker.
ne) of the whole matter. From this
the mischief aprings. To the Chris.
tian, Christ and his Word are of fiest

lmgortwoo 'Iirm-th, ne builds

upon Chrict and delights id YisWord ;
the other siands updn dootrlnu, tho
commanduients of men, and ylories in
bis church. One is & love: and advo-
cste of Christianity: tbhe other of
churehianity.

It wo would "know our attitade to-
wards the denominations we must re.
member that our pleais a solemn, living
and persistent protest ogainet denomi-
nationalism. Wo must remember
that we are set for the dowafall of
partyism in religion by every legiti-
mate means and for the restoration of
the church in its primitive simplisity
sud unity. On ihis sccount our plan
Lias beon aad will be nnpopalar with
every lover of party. For that reason
wo Lave been hated and misropresented
and parsecutad.

Qurs is the single ahip. uavigating
tho stream against the current of sec.
tarianism. This brings us face to face
with-overy denominational oraft, and
subjecls us to their reproach, Head
our ship with the onrrent and our re-
prosch will coass, Do this, aud we
igoore our plea, stullify our professinn
and descend to the low plrin of seota-
rianism.

* The apostles of our Lord furniah us
an oxawple for action, Our position
in the religicus world is similar to
theirs in this respect. ‘L'lhere were
then the popular religious bodies and
an uspopular one——the dospised seet.
The apostles were members of tho lat-
tar. From the former they suffered
reproach and persecation. The ro.
proach could have been avoided. The
way waropen, Paul aaw it, but could
not entsr, for it was tha way of com-
promiss. A modifled Gospel was the
demand—a clinging to Christ with one
hand and to Moses and the law with
the other. *'I{ I preach circumoision,”
says the apostle, “then is the offence

is bat one Bbeplerd. Underthe fignre
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of the crose csased ;'* but * God forbid

.JtJL aver. has notthebl ¢

tuat I should glory, savo ju tho cross of
our Liord Jesus Clizist.” Our arzaign-
weut of denomiuvationalism and owr
evidently scriptural contention for
Clcistian unlon have occasioned the
disiavor of other religious bodics, havo
brought wpon our head & copious
shower of uulovelg opithots,

There is & way Jet of this, Lowever,
A umodified Gospa s ususl is the
popular demand, Let us, while bold.
ing on to Clrist with oneband, reach
out and lay kold of the ekirts of de.
nominationalism with the 'other and
the offonce of our plea will cesss,
Thie is the sure and ceriain way to
denominational recoguition. True die-
ciples, however, do not chafe nunder
this reproach, but rather mourn that
they are not connted worthy ‘% suffer
more for the name of Christ,

In our aftitude towards the denomi.
vations it is becoming of us to be firm
in the maintenanoe of principles and
in our advocasy of the whols ¢ruth of
the Gospel,

Let us be faithfal at all times and in
all places and under all eireumslances
to Christ and his"Word and wo need
give ourselves littlo conoern about atti.
tude. Dat leat we should become un.
duly lifted up oa secount of the con.
slstonoy, grandeur and dignity of our
position compared with that of others,
let ds remomber that the mmjority
of the members of denominational
chinrohes are mush auperior to their
syatems, whilo but téw of us live up,
as weo shounld, to the high standard of
the Gospel.

It would be uncharitable in us to
olose our eyes to all the good that has
been doue in the world and ja being
done by denominational churches. Vioe
has been suppreased, tempirancs pro.
moted and the Boripiures soattered
broadcast over the sarth like autumn
leaves befors’ the bow.
upe, by
tionalistn, but in pite o( {8

The msjority of Christians in - ‘he
past bave boen superior to the parties
to whioh they belonged ; and that this
ungaber is increas’ng e evidoat from
the reconstruction of party eresds and
the new and looss construction of party
dogmas. All this shonld be highly
appreciated and with every other good
feature bLeartily commended. We
should heil with delight overy new
evidence of reform as s harbinger of
that better day when the Goapel shall
prevail, the division walla broken down
and the peace of God establiahed.

To this end 1ot ua assmme not a oold,
haughty and censorions attitude to-
wards the denominations, but ono that
is-loving, conrteous and ooneilistory,
{Let 0s maiuglo with them freely and
co-operate with them in every good
work. Stand by them when they
prosch Christ. and fearlossly yet amdly
reprova them when they are unfaithifu!
to Bible truth, Let it be welt under.
21004 at the outset that the whole area
of Bible truth is the common ground
upon which wo can labor with them in
the Gospel.

That God may cnable us to lovingly
sud wisely and efficiently contend for
the faith, and that ne parposes way
be accomplishied in uu, is my carnest
prayer.

We cannot all be First,

but T. A. SLOCUM of 186 West Ade.
Iside St., Toronto, Ont., must feel more
than‘ordinary pride in the success of
liis valnable preparation for the care of
lung diseasos, viz.: SLOCUM'S OXY.
GENIZED EMULSION of PURE
COD LIVER OIL. No preparation of
the kind hLas over met with the same
suocoss in the same time, and the tes.

timonials in its favor ave all from the
most autbentic sources. Every drug-
gist sella it. 35 cents per bottle,

The Commissicn vs. Denomina-
tionalism.—111.

1. B, KNOWLES,

"The Importance of * Rightly dividing
the word of truth” will appear tho
woro elearly when viewed In the light
of scriptural statements touching their
own divine mission to our Jost race.
Mark tho following : ¥ Scarch tho Berip
tures; for in them yo think ye havo
ctornal life; and they are they which
testify of me.” " And that from s child
thou hast known the hely Scripturcs,
tohich are able to make thee seise unlo
salvation through [aith which is in
Christ Jesus.” * But thesoare written,
that ys might believa that Jesns i ths
Christ, the Son of God,; and that believ
ing ye might have life through Mis
name,"* The grand purpose of tho
Scriptures a1 here stated, being the
revolation of the Christ to man, in order
that mwan may be brought to the Ohrist,
it follows, without nevd of further argu.
went, that that part of the Word of
God giving tho strongest testimony in
proof of the divivity of Jesus of Nuza.
reth and the clearest revolation of the
plan of salvation through bia nawe, is
the moat important and of the highest
value o our race today, Now, lot It
bo noted that while the Beriptures
clearty affirm thelr own lnspiration, and

phets themselves comprebended not the
grand things they attered with respect
to the Gospel ago when they " teatified
beforehand the sufleringa of Christ and
tho glory that should follow.” It Iscafo
to sy that tbe guileless enquliry of tho
Ethiopian eunuch, ¢I pray theo of
whony epeaketh the prophet thiy, of:
biinsell or of somo other$ " truly voiced
tho unenlightencd condition af all Teraet
with regard to their prorised Messiah,
And such must over bo the obscured
vision of overy ono who attempts to
grope his way amid types and prophe.
¢ies with only the dim light of the Qld
Testament for hle gulde. Lot us press
this enquiry stlll closer and supposs
that our environments to day were the
san:o as those amid which the apoatles
lived durlog the public wministey of
Jesus. Would our knowledge and falth
respecting the Obrist aud his kingdom
be any wore full oe correct than were
thelrat I think not. It isnot reascn.
ablo to suppote that we, with their en.
vironments, would think and act dif-
ferently from what It is recorded thoy
did. What then would be our condl.
tlon! Lot us learn from theirs. Not
ouo of them understood that “ It be.
hoved Ohrist to suffer, and to rise from
the dead the thizd day ;" vor * That
repentanco and remission of alns ehould
be preached In his name among all
nations,” Nay, when their Master an.

that they are '*profitable for teaching,
for. reproof, for correction, for ieatruc.
tion which is in righteonsness, that the
man of God may be complete, furnished
completely unto every good work”
{o | they nowhero afirm that they are In
all parts alike clear in their testimony
and proof concerning the divine elaim
of Jesus of Nazareth, or in giving &
revelation of the plan of satvation,

Ot course 1t will not be questioned
by any one that thers Is the widest con-
trast betwoen the Old and New Testa-

‘onlnhéﬂfn“ in ‘this rspeet. The ful), clear

revalal(on ot theGoapel in the Now
i» not to be found in the O, frow
Genesis to Malachl, The Grat ray of
light thrown ont upon the darkness of
a world's deatiny 1s the'obacure utter-
sote, *'I will put enmity between thes
nnd the woman, and .between thy ased
and ber seed ; ha ahall bruise-thee on
the head, and thou sbalt bruiss him
on tho.heel” (Conant’s translation,)
Bearcely another word in spoken that
would throw light upon the theme of
wan’s redemption for tho next two
thousand years Then we have brought

to view the kightest star that appears
in the prophetic heavens during that
long starlight-age of over two thousand
yoars in the promise to Abrabam:
* And in thy sced shall all the nations
of the earth bLe blessed.” Io this pro-
mise, which the apoatle, writing to the
Ghalatiang, calls “Tho Gospel preached
beforehand to Abraham,” fa to be found
the fulleat ravelation of the redemptivo’
scheme that was givon from Adam to
Mozcs.  Baut who, I ask, could possibly
gtin therefrom anything Jike & correet
knowledge of the person, mission and
kingdom of the Memiah! Or who,
though he were o accept with all the
heart what is thercin revealed, could,
upon this knowledge alone, enter into
the kingdom of Jesus Christ to-day?
No ons/ For the Gospel which the
spostles were commanded to preach
“To all nations for the otedienco of
faith* was not Lrought to light in that
promiso to Abraham. Not a singlo
person therefore during the whole patri-
archal age over heard or belloved the
Gospel with at] its sublime facts, pre.
cepts and promises, as now given for
our faith and obedience. And thosame
was troe of the Jewish age, from the
giving of the Jaw to the preaching of
Jobn, even under the incroased light of
prophecy and the splendid typical sor
vico of the tabernacle, Nay, the pro-

*Joho v. 393 2 Tim. Lik, 15; John xx, 31.
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nounced Lo them that ho would be put
to death, and rtise again the third day,

they resented it with, “*Be It far from

thee, Lord ; this shall not bo unto thoe."
Agaio, it {s recorded, “They kept that
saylog with lbemselvcr, questioning one
with another what the tising from the

desd should mean.”  And on the morn.

ing of the reaurrection, when Peter and
John came to the sepulchre and {oond
it empty, ** As yet thoy Anew not the-
Béripture, that he must rise sgain from
thedead,” * And thq, when they had
Heard that he was slive, and had

scen by her {Mary), belloved \\M,"
ele. They rejected the crownlug proof
of Christ's divinlty ; for he was “de.
clared to be ths Son of God with posver,
according to the spirit of holiness, 3y
the vesurreclion frome the dead” (Rom,
i. 4). Tbey did not, thercfore, believe
In bim, the Bon of God abd Rodeemer
of man, as the Gospel now fsaches and
requires. And such evidently would
ba the conditlon of the religious wortd
to.dsy with their surroundings,

Woaro safe In concluding, then, that
neitherdo tho O‘d Testament Seriptures,
nor would the four Gospels, were their
teatimory vespecting Jeaus Chilat 1o
cloto with his death and burial, por
would their united testimony furnish the
proof of Ais divinity most needsd by
man, nor give' a sufficiently clear reve.
lation ot the Kingdom ot Heaven and
the law of inductlon into It, to enablo
sinners to enter therein, Bat it was
prowised the apostics that they should
be guided into all truth, “when he,
tho Splrit of truth, is came,” and that
they should * recelve power ” to make
tho trath known to others. * Yoshall
be withesses unto ma both in Jerusalem
and in all Judza, and in Samaria, and
unto the uttermost paets of the earth”
A marvellous chango, srely, in these
spostleel Disbeliovers in the sscrifice
and resurrection of Jesus, to bLecome
tho advocates of his resurrection and
deity, in order to falth §n himw,
among all nations! It will requive
atronger divine influences and higher
degrecs of knowledge than thoy bave
received up to the thwe of tho death of
Chriat, to change sud &t thers for such
 responsible work, It is woll known
that tho apostles utterod not a word in
public alopg tkis line bofore the first
Pentecost after tha resurrection, acd
that on that day “tboy wers all filled
with ths Holy Sgirit, and began to
speak . . . s the Spirit gavo them
utterance,” for thefirst time, the graand
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