
185]BLOOD WONDERS.

Accordingt to a passage of Lucian, it is not improbable that
the wvell-known Pythagorean prohibition of the use of beans as
an article of food was called forth by the fact that, on cooked
beans whvich were let stand, bloody drops wvere occasionally
observed. Nor is iL impossible that the Jew'vish customn of
coveringr ail focds on four particular days of the year, in order,
as they said, to prevent drops of blood coming from heaven
from fallingr upon them, may be referred to an actual observa-
tion of some of these phenom-ena. That the red corpuscles of
the Monas prodigiosa, and the red microscopie plants and ani-
mals in greneral, should lend to water such a strikingr simiilarity
to blood, must be considered ail the less remarkable whien we

* remember that even biood is, in itself, a liquid clear as water,
and that it receives its coioring from an innumerable multitude
of microscopie red. balis whichi float within it, the so-called

* blood-corpuscles.
In this way has science succeeded in establishing a sipe

everýy-day natural phienomena, ail those marvellous appearances
by means of which dim-eyed superstition and darker fanaticismn
in former times pursued their bloody work.

Thereb lias science removed the wonder in ~hc hs

phenomena were formierly wrapt. But, in its stead, the dloser
investigation of that invisible world bas unveiled to us num-
berless and truly wonderful secrets. Here reigns a boundless
and mnanifold life; the niost beautiful forms and most remark-
able developments appear in every quarter and at every
moment. In such incalculable numbers are these minute crea-
turcs generated that their remnains have a great share in the
formation of the earth's crust. They build whole mountain-
ranges; and wvith slow and noiseless, yet ail-availingy assiduity,

* do they rear, on the deep foundations of the sea-bottomn,
structures wvhich: for granideur of scale, put to shame the most
elaborate works of man. Thus bias Natural Science revealed to
us a more genuine wonder than the superstitious fancy of carlier
ages, which attached itself to superficial reseniblances, could
ever comprehend.-2'ranslated fî,o,»2 tloe German by W. J.
fJhislzolm, B.A.
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