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dMong you ; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind
nd in the same judgment 71
n order to secure the Church from such discordant sounds as would be
the ecessary result of the indiscriminate admission of all who would
*¢ willing to acknowledge the Scriptures as the rule of faith: and in
Tder to serve as a bulwark against the encroachments of error and
eresy, it is absolutely necessary that there should be Creeds and Con-
Ssions of Faith. Without such well defined and scriptural formularies
€re can be none of that union and harmony which are so essential in
¢ Church of God, and there can be no protection from the ravages of
Yod dishonouring and soul destroying crror. When the hedge of well
eined and Seri ptural terms of communion is broken down  the boar
%t of the wood doth waste” the Lord’s vineyard, “and the wild beast of
€ field doth devour it.” We quote, with much pleasure, the following
xcellent yernarks on this subject, by the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon.—
“The arch enemy of truth has invited us to level our walls and take
;:f‘ay our fenced citics. He has cajoled some true-hearted, but weak-
l_nlllfle(l believers to advocate this crafty policy ; and, from the best of
c“‘) ves, some foolish Lrethren are almost prepared to execute _the
thnnmg design. ¢ Away “-1.(;11 c_rc(fds and hodies of (hv‘\mty U This is
. : ery of the day. Osteusibly it is reverence for the Bible, and attach-
nt to charity which dictates the clamorons denunciation ; but at the
o tom it is hatred of definite truth, and especially of the doctrines of
7.2¢e, which has suggested the absurd outery. As Philip of Macedon
Med the Girecian orators hecause they were the watch dogs of the flock,
lere are wolves who desire the destruction of our doctrinal formularies
> they may make havoe of the souls of men by their persistent heresies.
thels a very lLigh honor to our systems of divinity that the gentlemen ot
cop €W school cannot endure them. Their praise would have been a
ISure taptamount to condemmation ; their abhorrence is an encomium
N Wost equal to an apostolic sanction. Were there no other argument in
Or of articles and creeds, the detestation of theologians might go far
1@;38?&]’1{5]1 them in Christian estimation. Weapons offensive to our
m 'nmes should never be allowed to rust. Artillery to the front ! Gentle-
» We are greatly obliged by the intimation of your disapproval: we
h Ay you hy an additional field piece.  May it incite your most cordial
or * we shall have proof of its efficiency. ) )
thislie'atlses on tlxpology like all human pr_odqcmons, are imperfect ; but
nli11i: Dot an available pretext for their rejection, for on this plea all our
‘lm;; ries, teachings an(} missions must cease, since thgy, too, are
fotte, - 0 must have their failings. The pretence that articles of faith
e mind, iy annibilated by the fact that the boldest thinkers are
ound among men who are not fool-hardy enough to forsake the old
the é?al‘ks. _He who finds his creed a fetter has no creed at all, for to
“’m-due believey o plain statement of his fa.lt'h is no more a chain thana
belt to the soldier, or a girdle to the pilgrim.
theo] ﬂel'e is any fear that scripture should be displaced by handbooks of
shadg o, we should be the first to denounce them : but there is not the
Natjo, of reason for such a dream, since the most Bible reading of all
'8 15 that in which the Assembly’s catechism is learned by every



