
flOMi-TAX ON ILD LAND>S.

rof Justice, &e., if is flot ncCssary te (Io niore
titan reinark, that te inotint of assistance de-
rivcd front tis source lias not been enougit
maicrialiy te reliete flic resident iidjbiuitnns,
or to accoîiplibit more tha'i tiley Nvoîld have
donc (aiîbougi lin a somnewhat longer tinte)
irtt hout finis ald :and it iliziy %%ilt bic miade a~
question whethcr it would not ttc ant improve-
ment on flic prescrnt systein, and bc et-cn More
ust. ii prnncijîle, to api flic proceeds of' ail
rates on wild lands of non-residents!sutly te
the imlproverrcni. of the roads. For the valuec
of these lands is certainiy more tlircctiy in-
crcascd iiy opcning tile conmmunications thtrough
the counîry filain by ulesl, if flot by ail, of the
ollier purpeses for Illeh uic dtrict assess-
ments arc uistaily cxpcnded, inoý:t of whiclt
(gaols and court-bouses eof cQurse cxccpted)
ore of a flccîing ch.a-acter.

But, assuîuîîîg that in these respects, and es-
pecîill in the fornmer, thie' bene-fits resoitint,
from ihis lnw have flot iteen se great as iverc
cxpcîed, or flint thiere lias been ne benetit as
il; still if it bas lad the efiiŽct ofi'>iîng tracts
of land which %vere iying wvaste anti neglectcdl,
und which flic oivncrs vuluied bu little as not to
rnquire afier, or pay the tax, an aàdvantagc of
ne ordinary charactcr willihai e been gaîned;-
one of the evis vhiîch has opcrated se greatiy
ofgainst the resident in thc baclk-%voods tvil be
in ilhe pregrcss of remnoval, und flic cta*tute
labour of thlese newv settiers %îîiI ntatcrialty
ussist those of an eider date in opening and
improving flic comnmunications, and theuigh
mouch stilt remies te bic donc, siiccess %wiii
r.ppear attainabie. Uîîen tii point it 19 only
by gencrai eniquiries tu any inforniation can
bce attaincd. Thc arc ne k-novn official
returns the exainnation of wluch w% oid kcad
te a satusfrtctory conclusion one -way or the
nîber. WVe are sanguine in the, Ielief titat
torne good has been atuaned in ths respect,
but ive feux ttat. its nxno'nt belis a very, very
6maii proportion te the quantîty of land soid.
The larger quantity uof land has, se far as ivc
ran ascertain, found it.s way lie the hands of
individuais who purchased as a mutter eof spe-
iation, and is-ho bof>, clin andtil îieep the

ir.nds tili they xviii realize the anticipated profit.
Nor is titis a malter of surprise, wvhen ive con-
ý.icder Nwhat the workîing of the liw bas been.
Ne one, wve venture te say, ever antîcipaledl
tha«t sudh an immense quantity of land ivoîid
have been brolight to tale for t=e. But ivhen

stîcit wnls tlic case, the restit is net sorpri3ing.
'1'iîre %vert butt few itersotis in thc Previnco
whtose capital %%-.s large ciiotigli to eniailehein
te enter incc&f tioi Illte fieldi of sp)eculla-
lion1 tius uptci. Bt to thtose fcwv there
wcere intiucoets enoiti te go as fur as thenr
iitCatts votiid enabie tietit. '1'ime ccrtairity of
gcuîitig îwcnty per cent 1 -or tlicîr advancezs aI.
the cnd of a veur, if te land uvas redecmed, or
if iL u%%ere nîtt, of' bîtving landt at about an
average uîrîce eOC cight ptence lier acre, (and
taktijir te ucbole tittnîîity soid in connection-
uvtti the w-hoie ztiiîouiît itroducuti, titis3 %vas the
averatge,) cîtsurcd a good rettîrfi for tue otiay
et* capiîtal; anti froin thu rcttiru madie te the
lieuse of' Asseitibly seveit or ctgit. years ago,
it appea-s that anc indîvîdutai ptrebaseti tlurty-
Ibtir îheulsand acres of latd tn a single district
of thc Province, and %va liave reason to belieu'c
tOiat in otiter districts purchases of large, tue'
î>erhaps not quite sattahr, exteitt were mnade.

During the ltst Parliaiieit, the course fol-
liwcd on tlifflWrent occations by the Legîiatturo
tendts teconfîrm the vîcwvs uue have already

sîgtc.On tie Plie hani, somne acts %vere
passeti te ilitproec îîartiuîlar ronds, part eof lta
iionds fer wit-i purpose %.%cre te bic ddrived.
front a lax on uiid lands, or lots on witich
there ut-as ne resitîcut settier. On tue ailier,
tue sa-les of' landis under tue assessmcnt iaws
were postponeti, uîpparcntly because il. was
cutnsiîiered tat to stiflièr tiîct te ta<c place at
flit tine apjpointcd %\ olid Icat te inevîtable and
extensive sacrifices eof reni proecrty. Thero
%vas ne ot!ter anud mtore irect expression eof tile
Legisiature on titis important subject. But
uvîat a-as donc senis clcarly enough te ini-
cate an .ýpl»ion Oitthle law as tt stooti utas
cntîrely insuifictent for lte intîrevemcnt, of tbe
rondis, and yet ihat in te then slule of the
coutînry its operation otiglit. t bc deiayed, since
te permit a sale thont would only beitefît the
few wlio had me>ner nt commai>d, by the înjury
of tue proprictoir of the landl, andi witheut
provtdtnc îiny coutttervailtng benefit to the
cormntinity.

Prom the foregoing observations, aur reuders
uvfl), ive hope, hive pecrcived,-lIrst, thut we

susîatn the impisitton et' a tax upon unsett!ed
landis for tho improvenient of lte ronds. In
aur opinion, sudh landls principally deriu'e their
increase un valut frorn iacrcascd facilities ai'
approach te tbeý". nind therefore in justice should
be charged in aid of their own improvemnt.-


