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of Justice, &e., 1t 19 not necessary to do more
than remark, that the amount of assstance de-
rived from thus source bas not been enough
materially to rcheve the resident mhabitants,
or to accomplish more than they wounld have
done (although m a somewhat longer time)
without tius and : and 1t may well be made »
question whether 1t would not be an improve-
ment on the present system, and be even more
just m principle, to appiy the proceeds of all
rates on wild lands of non-residents solely to
the improvement of the roads,  For the value
of these lands is certamly more directly n-
creased by opening the communications through
the country than by most, if’ not by all, of the
other purposes for which the district assess-
ments are usually expended, irost of which
(guols and court-houses of course excepted)
are of a fleeting character.

But, assuming that i these respects, and cs-
pecially m the former, the’ benefits resulting
from this law have not bicen so great as were
expected, or that there has been no benefit at
all; sullif it has had the effect of vetthing tracts
of land which were lying waste and neglected,
und which the owners valued sv little as not to
rnquire after, or pay the tax, an adventage of
no ordinary character will have been gamed;—
one of the evils which has operated so greatly
against the resident in the back-wouds will be
1 ihe progress of removal, and the statute
lahour of these new settlers will materially
essist those of an older date in opeming and
improving the communications, and though
much still remains to be done, success will
appear attainable.  Upon this point t 19 only
by general enquiries thut any nformation can
be attained, There are no known official
returns the examination of which would lcad
to a satisfactory conclusion one way or the
other, We are sanguine in the behef that
tome good has been attained n this respect,
but we fear that its umount bedrs o very, very
small proportion to the quantity of land sold.
The farger quantity of land has, so far as we
can ascertan, found its way into the hands of
individuals who purchased as a matter of spec-
ulation, and who both can and will keep the
}znds till they will realize the anticipated profit.
Nor is this a matter of surprise. when we con-
«der what the working of the law has been.
No one, we venture to say, ever anticipated
that such an immense quantity of land would

avo been brought tosale for taxes. But when
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such was the case, the result 1s not surprising.
There were but few persons in the Provinco
whose capital was large enough to enable them
to enter successfully mto the field of gpecula-
tion thus opened.  But to those few there
were inducements enongh to gro s far as thar
means would cnable them.  “The certunty of
getting twenty per cent for thewr advances at
the end of a year, if the land was redcemed, or
if 1t were not, of buving land at about an
average price of cight pence per acre, (and
taking the whole quantity sold i connection
with the whole amouni produced, thns was the
average.) ensured 4 good return for the outlay
of capital; and from thercturn made to tho
House of’ Assembly seven or eight years ago,
it appears that one wmdividual purchased thurty-
four thousand acres of kwnd in a single district
of the Province, and we have reason to beheve
that in other districts purchases of large, tho’
perhaps not qute smalar, extent were made.

Duning the lust Parhament, the course fol-
lowed on different uceastons by the Legislature
tends to confirm the views we have already
suggested.  On the one hand, some acts were
passed to iprove particular roads, part of the
funds for which purpose were to be dérived
from a tax on wild lunds, or lots on which
there was no resident scttler, On the other,
the sales of lunds under the assessment laws
were postponed, apparently because 1t wos
considered that to sufler them to tuke place at
the time appotnted would lead to inevitable and
extensive sacnifices of real property.  There
was no other and more direct expression of the
Legislature on this unportant subject. But
what was done scems clearly enough to indi-
cate an opinion that the law as it stood was
entirely msuffictent for the improvement of the
roads, and yet that 1n the then state of the
country its operation onght to be delayed, sinco
to pertmt a sale then would only benefit the
few who had money at command, by the mjury
of the propnetor of the land, and without
providing any countervading benefit to the
community.

From the foregoing observations, our readers
will, we hope, have perceirved,—first, that we
sustain the imposition of a tax upon unsettled
lands for tho 1mprovement of the roads, In
our opinton, such lands principally derive their
snerease in value from increased facilities of
approach to them. and therefore n justice should
be charged in aid of therr own improvement.—



