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iras net a grent man, bot la lits day lie bai been
cf immense service te bis native country. Hie
bail bita that spirit of conscrvatlsin irbicli is
oîuposcd te irilti, rash e~d oflea dL.srptivo luoe
vatlon, ana iras lieait anmi seul a supporter of
the Queces Governmeat. A gooti solier, ho hi
drawn bis sirord for bis king la thc second
Ameriean îrar, -was proscrnt before Plattsburg
with Sir George Prevost. A sagaciotns legislator,
lie bcd carly been catrusteti iith the seals of
office, and succcsisirely filied neariy ar, ry station
ln the administration, and lîad been twice Prime
Minister. Ilis fitacerai iras one ofthe argest anti
mest intcrestiug tiiot bas ever takea place la
Canada. Thie presence cf the leading men of
thq Province, ith the representsitives of tie
learned prof'essions, Coileges andi Societies, coin-
binedq îith the attendance of tic flegular and
Yolcnteer forces, irbicis marcbed in tlîo proces-
sion te the mournful strains of the mnilitory band,
the scoenl the church with tho coffin, (on irbicli
irere placet i te sirerd and hatof Uic deceased-a
colonel ia the Biritish army) surrouaded with ia-
numerable lighted candies, th chaunhing of th
funeral songs, nat thse parting volleys ever te
grave in tho village char, h-yard, bati asati impres-
siveneas on te assembledti Urong net soon te be
l'ergot.

Proceeding ivith ont melancholy history ire
finti the naines of IloN. 0. S. DsBica&UjEug M.L.C.,
among thedeatifarthismentls; aise of Gnz;saÂoy
Â»ÂMSON, cf Narval, 0. WV., an old and Wil.
trieti seldier, aswarel as member of tho Legislature
before tho Union; Mur. E. F. Rysitseoe, Couuty
Croira Attorney for Perth; Mr. GusTàvs JOLY,
a Huguenot gentleman, and fathes of the nienier
for Lotbiniu5re; Mr-. W. V. BACON, solicitor,
Toronto; and ia September, thoso of Mr. S. W.
MoNE, Joint Prothonotary of Montreal, and l1os.
JAMEss Moitais, M.L.C., an olti meuiber of the
lieform, party, Wtho, as Postuioster Generalinl
the flincks' tioverninent, introauci thse preseut
unifoîn rate of 5 cents latter postage.

But perhaps, the greatestioss Canada sufl'ered
duriug Uic year is that of the Ex-C bief Justice of
Upper Canada, Uic BION. ARCSIBALD UcLrEAN., iho
died at Toronto, on the 24th Octoher, aftera long,
active, memorable sud useful life. He, tee, par-
ticipated la 11oestiringevents ofheoycars 1812,
'13, anti '14; ires irounded atQucenston, tàken
prisoner at Lundy's Loue, and only rtleaseti at
the, expiration of tho irar. The ycar 1837 soir
the martial anti loyal spirit o! bis nature as fully
alive » thei dangers 'abich thrcotened the Pro-
vince, as tbey bati been La bis more youtthftil
tail, anti ho commandcd a division ta repeet tbe
rabais nt Moatgomery's tiivcmn. Bir. MeLean
had been a member of thse Absembly of Uî,per
Canada for many years, and iras twico electeti
speakero f inat body. lie batibeen raiseti te the
Beachl as early as Uie year of the rebeition. Ilis
integrity as a Judtga iras neyer questionceil.
Truly Nves it said of hlmt thot be shedi boueur on
Uic varions positions whic e e ehly filleti.

Ia this saine ments ire recali a pleatiful crop
gamncrcd te Uie cly granary of deatiî. Dit.
SEWILO, e! Ottawra, ane of the most leorneti ef
the medlcal profession; Mr-. DEsatvzsn, of Mal-
maison; COLONsil DUnEacER, Of liurray Bay;
%tv. R. A. Fas.%iDsîs of Stansteati; Dit. BOCîctsv,
cf St. Hyacinthie, iris hati seen service La the
Britishs arnsy during Uic Crimean campaigz% Mr.
Josiru CAity late Dcputy Inspecter Generel;
Mrt. ROWLAND fluait, iris took so dcep an inhcrcst
Ia thse Georgion Boy Canal projeu.t; Rov. JAMESg
SaEsmt, of London i and Mr. E. Aumtiosc, of Uic
Gare Bank, Woodstock. Fially, tclose the
liat, cme re, rail up the fata 1eel, ire fint inL

is. tic lest months of thse year, tise follotving
recardeti as having gone te tbat bour.> whenco
ne traveller returas: Rr PÂrnxa LexoAnco, cf
Montreal; Mrt. D. CARTirz, brother of tho
AttemacyG.nral; ;Major RrYCKXày, OfIlomilten;
Mrt. P. LETouRNsAux, of Mentmi-ca; Mir. T. EvàNs
cf the. sanie place; Mir. M. T=ssiuzt fer a long
period an Officer La Uic Commissariat Service,
Colonul McLx of Taronte, andt Mri. J. 31ni]NE
cf Monts'eal.

Ere msany days, stuotiier yeos will dawm upan
us. RIoW many cf those is Wil extenti a
ireleome te the neir cor wili survire te tel
lus histoq'? Who mi write thse oa=ima

Obitary of 18600? Shoulti wir not ask uvith tise
anonymous peet:

But. watciunan, iriat cf the night
1W'len tito arrew oftdeatts la aed,

rn h ae, wliich ne giimmerlag atar eau iight
Siîsi{1Tbo My etleopiug ied ?
Thtntqht lis near, antn flc ceerless temb,

c3iltkep tby bady lai store,
TIt tto muera ot'eternity rife on the gleain,

.Aet itigbt elialU bu au more.'

OUR COMINO LITERATURE.

Tr E close of the seventeentli anti tîtat of the
niacteQnUt centtîry wrere marked b y tho

declino of Englîsi literatture. At the foi-ner
perioti tito great irritprs o! the Elîzabethan age
anti their inîediate stiecessors gave place te the
ivits anti wittiigs of the tîlue of <Juarlett the
Secontd, wvloso ptrodtuctioas are a disgraco te <'tr
language. Frireltty, iadeceiicy, imîttorahity,itat
profanity, ra iot. Tîtere ireroeaxcepitions, it ls
truc', bat aveni Drydecn anti Biltes', for isiaance,
ihtaIl tileirgettîttis presentia their srritngsînony

of tita îorstfaults o! tlteirwvlolly irortîtiess con-
tempararies. Itti îe fasimiontote ifltliy; anti
tbey must e2eds defflo tlîemselvca, by "ttttttigliiîg
ivjUs the Ituppies ln the muti." They iati te grsstify
tho public haste of theur day, andt titat taste iras
vitiateti te an exteat wireit ire trust ili never
again ba witnesscd ia any nation or cosuuntîîbtty
speaking t le Eiîglisl onigute. Itis as painfuilas
irenderful te relk'ct thîît ho mie paunted Zuturi
anti Acluitophel, mie irrote l'Alexanîder.;u Fcast",
anti tho Ode te St. Cecilîn, alieulul aise htave writ-
ton some ofthe îîla>'a wvicli Isar lus name, tîtotgli
now bappily aIl but forgotten. Tha ltglit thist
led hins a.stray -n tiiese lest works iras certainly
not liglit fretu heaveit, whetîcesoeeer At may liea
preccedeti. The literaturo, of the close of the
eiglitecntli century iras chiefiy choreterizeti by
feebîcuess, irith again a fuir emînelîtexeltîaus.
It strikes us that ire are once more sînkiug liiet
semne lînilar siotîgît of dlespond. 'rite usen whli
have ca'st a halo cf giory ont our literature for
the lat fifty or sixty ycars liae passed or are
ftast passing away-, and ire connot sec those o!
the present generation mîta are fit te sticc2-ed
them. We fear tbe age cf giants is te be fui-
losvcd by thte age of dsvorfq. Nor do're say tuis as
laudalores leinports acli, adinirers cf by-gone
days. WhIo among osîr more yoîîtlîfu irritera
are toise regardect as urortby sutecessers ol'Scott,
cf Byron, of Wordswrorthî, Coleridge, llacoiilay,
Thackeroy, Dickens, Tennyson, Irving, Presejît,
anti many more, saineliving and seuta denl, irboi
ire mîght naine? Iftlioy ar te be ftmnti tlîcyar
Jeseplîs wiret ire know net. Our olti men
prophuesied, but Oui- yaung aien oîîiy dreaun
dreanis, anti their visions arecI orclan kiche, fore-
teling a famine la the reptîblie of letters. Ive
bore sw.ail literary mena nd iromea la ahuti-
douce, o! the nesv race ; but tLuis La not a case in
whicit quantity usakes uit for qstolity. lIs flet,
urlienerer gi-et irriters ai-o scarce, the mediocri-
tics take ptossession of the stage, anti ire accept
thoren th Uinbsence of tlîcir betters. 0f oui-
croîti cf popular irritera wrlose books now fiati
tieligliteti rendors, hei fur ilt ha retuembereti
or read a score of y-cars liscce? Thoir eIders
anti tleir equais or, 1 terbapa, titeir superiorà,
have iscen fergotten, anti se wil tbey. Whlo
noir reads Monk Leis, lira. Radcliffe, Miss Por-
ter, anti a long array of suds irritera ilion car
fathers anti mothers, aur grantiathters anti grand-
mothers siseti te bolti in snch litige admiration?
The jair3 a!ftiorkuess have tievoureti thora nip.

nie astitors are dust,
Thour bookd are rust.,Tlieir Gouls are wlcb tis aints, WCa trust.

Wacll, tisey titi tise work allotted te then la
their dIAY sud gecration; anti thcy anti their
tomes repose, aida by jide, sleeping tisesiecp that
kacîs netwaking. Yetnowritero! tisepresent
hune, 1805-6: la se great a favourîta as lira. ILid-
eitrle once ias. Tise sensation ber talcs createti
secras absalutely ineredible te us, anti wonit be
quite se, wcre net Uic fact se Wcl attesteti.
Monk Lewis was reod everyulsre -11u upstairs,
dowinstairs, a&id my ladys clsambr"-whlcl tise
Rmss Pories 'I Scottialu Chlefs, and IlThadecus

c.ai.4

of Watrsaw" wore prononnced miraclcs of human
talent. Does net the knowvledgo of what theso
ouco famous persornges wcre nui are tcacli a
lessoa tiiot ouiglt net te bie lest on us?

Let it nlot be sùpposeti, however, that wo eh-
jcet to tho pcruisal f works of lctioa. rar froin
it , there are navals tliat are worth their weiglit
la gold. There is Don Quixote. Wbat modcra
liistdry, in as many volumeis as the reader plenses,
is it tiiot tho world %vould îlot ratiier sc pariait
than tii immortal prod itien ? Tlicreare maîiy
otlicrs, belli la Car own andi otiier languages,
ivliiihare scarceiy icas valua.blo. Nowedouot
object te novel-readiiig. aind ive are net aslîamcd
tosay Lt. Nay, fur tizatinatter, nuniborless famous
mou,-authiors, statesîun, and %varriers,-havo
liccaef tio saine opiinion. Ve ceuti dimie tiet
by the dozcn , bait vit 'lbc sutlicientifwe mention
Dr. Johnson, Chiarles James Fox, the poot Gray,
George Cauicg, and Lord JetYrey. But we
coiife.ss that wve dislike bad navals as muci or
more than wve disIlke badl iritings of aay sort
%Va thiuk ivo cau saféiy refer te our owit pages
in prof of our views on that point. IVo biava
avoided the publication of any tado or article in
the lcast liable te reproacli on the score of
morality, sentiment or aeu style, for a vicious
stylo is une of tue many ovils tîto rcading publie
lias te compfletin of. Wliat, for example, clin i>e
more absurd than that species of composition et
wvinch the wisdom anid ivit cbiotiy consist ef
stale apliorisins andi staler conceits embodied in
bad spelling aud bati grammtar, andi ivith whicli
te iiterary mnarket Ls iuundated of lato ? If any

oe doubla tho influence of tho tcachings of tho
pîress Ln this respect, lot lm look te tus hLstory
of France, pat tind preseut. Tho encyclopedists
had tlicirlayand we ail know theresult; andwe
verily beiLeve tbat the existing condition of that
na~tion, social and political, 15 i2i a great
measure attributabie te the exil influence of the
Frencli writer-s of fiction. The Unitedi States la
aise sufforing freont the saine cause. Net te
speak of political journals, a species of literature
lias spruug arp in thtb country alniost as preju-
diciai te public tmarais as that which prevailed
in Englandtin the reiga of Charles the Second.
The di&lrence between thein is, that the one
assumnes a fitise seutinaentaiity, Uhe othcr prldeti
itself La iLs undisguiseti protigacy and wicked-
ness. Wilii of the two methlis is thse worst
and mo3tdangerots W wil net pretent tasserý
but boîli are decidcdly badl. Vie, at least, bave
pursuied and ivili foltow a ditrerent course, anti,
WvC trnst, net altogether ia valin.

But Lt is net tho mauc iack of first rate talent
la our conte or coming wvriters that we bave
most te dreati. The tarue assumeti, andi tho taste
evinceti by many of the-u is stifl more te be
feord. \Vc bire, 'he aptismdic school, the
ceceentrie scheol, the l'AISe sentiment sciseol, the
scuatiosiai sebool, the ungramumatical scheel,
anai a school cembining aI these, fauîta. We
repeat our conviction ttseref'ere, that we ame in
imminent danger of a disastrous revolutien Lt:
oîtr literatitre.

As a frantispiece te M.r. Geraiti Massey's edi-
tien of e3liakcspcare'5 Sonnets, there wLl l o given
a uew portrait, or, as t.he editor styles i; a"Ilre-
covereti likcnesa of tic man Shakespeare." Thbe
circular says ;-, It is ciainsetifor this newrcad-
ing of « Sakespc3.re's Sonnets' that it fatthomn
andi unfoltis a secret historY Wçhich, bas been
seaieti for tire centuries andi a hall, andi solves eue
of tlerost piquat ndt important of litcrary pro-.
bleins. IL showslîow the things liere written wcre
once l'et 1y sbaiC3pCOr anai bis frlentis; bow
Uic peet iras stili the ployer, andi ioro Uic dram-
aic mask in bis 1itile bours; , bow thc 4 sweet
Swran of Aven,' liko Wordsivorts swap, upon
St. Mary's Lake-

4 loats double, swSfl &1211sbatiew.'
It corrects the grave errors mo by saper-

uebil resco-cb, and clear np thse MYStCry Of
Thorpoi's (the printees) inscription.n We must
net forget, hoirever, that similar promises cf
clearing up tho mystezy hanging arounti theso
pocins bave before noir beau mado by other
editoms


