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“1 WILL STAND UNDER IT MYSELF”

The young man who said that, had built a fountain with his own hands. Stone by
stone, he had brought the material from the neighboring fields, and stone by stone hé had
built it up into picturesque arches that spanned the artificial pond on the lawn. New, the
day had come when the scaffolding was to be knocked away, and the strength of his work
should appear to all, for there had been some people who had doubted his knowledge and
ability to build an arch that would surely hold. To all doubting onlookers he had made
just one remark : “ When the time comes to knock the supports away, I will go and stand
under the middle aich, and if it falls it will fall on me. But it won’t fall for I know the
principles on which I've worked.”

He did what he eaid he would do. There they stood in the sight of all, firm and
steadfast, both the man and his work. -Now, that his work was proved and congratula-
tions were showering upon him, he had just the enme simple answer to make : ‘I ghould
not have built it at all, if I had not been willing to stand under it myself.”




