.

ains at the source of the river (Jer. 12: 5; 49 : | identified with certainty. Some place it 18,
193 50: 443 1 Chr. 12: 15).  Rain did not | some 30 miles further up the river. Ilere the
fall in Palestine at this season. The Jordan | waters were arrested, so that a considerable
wonld have been nearly a mile wide and pro- | length of the river was available for the pass.
ety swimming (3 11 Weere Tor. | 1o & fow hours,” Tho 56a of the Araban
. i mming (2: 1), e were for- | in a few hours, a rabal
tunate enough to see xgt in the state in which it ’(R. V.})—The Dead Sea. The term *‘The
is described in Joshua, ¢overflowing all its|Arabah” is applied in the Bible to the whole
e turbig. sirsam suched. st like o il Dest Sen agd A prolongation do. he gulf o
-yace, and though it had fallen from its greatest Ahabah. In modern times the name £/ Ghor
heigh:),l the proper han‘;(s of the]channtgl were i; giBen 5bszhe Jordan valley and the basin of
invisible, and indicated only by lines of olean- the Dead Sea. . The southern portion is still
ders and’other shrubs and trees.” - (Bartlett.) called £/ Arabak. (Grove). The Salt Sea
All the time of harvest—That is of barley —Its waters are so saline that no fish can live
Futveslt‘:.. "]['he VYheat l;)atvegg ;’vas‘ sevc}:\ weeks “ ig f}xem. . fg)wning to this fact, and also that
fakion 1o ovr. “Blunt here. pomts Gut . strrea by the-windy 1 1o called -~ The Tas
. X1} e ea
¢ undesigned coincidence * which confitms the : Sea. M}'ere wholl’y cut off (R. V.)—Lit.
ge(r]mineness of the na}:rati\'e. In E}prt, but , “xéerelpompleted,were cutoff.” Flowedaway
a day or two before the Passover, the plague and left the channel dry down to the Dead
of hail destroyed the fax and the barley “For ' Sea (Ps. 114: 3). Right against Jericho—
gﬁl 1()]arle)£3 wa; in hthe eardax;‘d the flax was, And therefore not at the usual ford. (Keil).
lled. -~ But the wheat and the rye were not . 17, Stood firm on dry ground—They
tvn;l‘:]lg“; :O‘cé:le&;‘;e:ge“‘ﬁa%‘:‘”ﬁ;‘g; ;t ‘svgl‘!"{'g , remained standing in the bottom of the dry
seo be thg time for Dollin ﬁ{; e aeeord. ! river-bed until the whole host had passed over.
ingly we find that Rghab ﬁid the spies in the T?e,; do";% > v:as ol assurtance that all wﬁﬁ
! : , T retur : 10).
stalksof flax (Josh. - : 6) which she had spread ' Sha nation (R, ¥ )t Iomel 1s hneliy called
f““ﬁo“h‘he roo{ddoubtless to steepfand season.f ; the *people’ as if this were a more honorable
othing could be a more satisfactory proof ' name; ¢ nations’ usually means ¢ gentiles.”
e e e necusatty wnd s Perhaps the appelaton isgiven o Lrae here,
) re accurs - -as they are now secn to take their place among
Whidh they 1l (1) and it the ook |y of s h sccomtanes iy the i
of Joshua is not a work of some post-exilian itoy Abrahan’l, Gen. 17: 4, 6. (Dg;?]‘sz
scribe. . | Clean over—The same word is transiated
(Rl.e\.' )_S_tlc:_od, lzlmd r-t:sel u[; in one heap , ‘I‘{ fa\iled "‘1 tiln ‘tmse x6f,hand “;v).olly]’: gln the
. iterally *‘ stvod—they rose up, one , R. V. The stream of human beings had com-
heap.”™ The spirited narrative Lreaks into a:pletely crossed. Befure they togk up the
poelit; form \E:;.F 1 s:t 8A dg; ]u(};}zi 5;\ . 26)._“{\ X ;]wclvefston}es s&shcun;lmam%::df theyf irected a
great way off, a am (R. V..—This  heapof twelve right where the feet of the pri_sts
place is nowhere else mentivned in Scripture, | stood ““and they are there unto thispdz;;”
and neither it nor Zarethan can now be | (Josh. 4: 9),

LEssONs. 1. Weshould ‘‘sanciify vurselves ™ when we are about to draw near to God.
2. God will honor his faithful servants. 3. He will upen the way for us if he wishss us to

go forward. 4. e will stand by us to defend us in every danger. 5. Christ will carry us
through the Jordan of death into the heavenly Canaan.

THE BLACKBOARD.,

2

Take the passing of the Jordan as illustrating the manner in which we should meet and
overcume apparently insurmountalile obstacles in the path of duty.

Consecration.

Faith.

Obedience.

Gratitude (memorial shows).

Consecration (anew and in more solemn form—the passover at Giigal).

“3 will be with thee.”
(158)



