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THE TRADER.

THE S8UPPLY OF IVORY.

e

Every merchant who has dealt in Ivory
poods of any kind for years past, knows
that overy year the prico gets highr and
Ligher, and it is now a question how.long
will it bo before Ivory gete so dear as to
get beyond the purchasing reach of tho
many millions of toilors who now uso it
as & matter of common convenience.
In the article of table entlery alone the
annunl consumption is something enor.’
mous, and although Ivory-handled cutlory
is to-day common, we are strongly of the
opinion that in less than half a century
from the present timo it will bo ranked
s a curiosily. That somo good substi-
tute will bo produced by soientific men
wo have no doubt, but so far, aii their
efforts havo fallen shurt of the requisite
qualifications for a good substitule for
olephants’ {usks.

If any inventor conld discover an in-
expensive process of making hard white
rubber, he tould have a material that

would fill the bill as far as cutlery and:

simnilar arlicles areconserned.
Theo best outlery handle ic the market

to-day for practical usefulness, is by all’

odds tho patent haxd rubber handie,” Tt

is hard, takes a fino polish, ‘does 'not’

crack and will stand any amonnt of rough
usage. Its only objection is its color,
fow people like to have black handled
table cutlery, but apart from that objce-
tion it is the best material for handles
yot placed upon the market. If the
objectionablo color could only be removed
and white rubber produced as cheaply
and as perfect as the black now is, it
would push all other imitations out of
tho market and damage even the sale of
tho genuine ivory itsclf. 'Whether this
can be accomplished or not, we cannot
suy, but the day is not far distant when
this or somo othor cqually good substitate
must bo found to take the place of the
gradually decreasing supply of ivory.

In this connection the Trenmenger in
tho courso of a very interesling articlo
upon this subject says :—

*Tho small supply of ivory, and the

conzequent augmented prices realised, at
tho recent sale of that material in Lon-

don and Liverpocl will, doubtless, havo a | 0 3
tendincy to cause thuse who are searching | sonted the Chinese merchants of San

Franoisco with a very fino seroll, asa
testimonial of Lus appreciation of the con-
tributions sent by them to the viotims-of
tho Chinese famine three years ago.

for  sulotitates for it to incro.se their
oxertions.  Good judges Lave long beon
of opinion that tho world's supply of
clophauts’ tusks is growiug smaller each |
stccerliug year, aud now that the * civ-

thoro can be little doubt that good ivory:
will soon be spoken of in the past tonse.
Those who have porused tho records of

the travels of Stanloy, Solous, Thowmpson,
and othor modern travollors in Afrion
will havo noted the relative soarcity of
clepbants over wide traots of country in
which thoy were quite numerous not
many years ago, This. is especially the
caso in the linstern parts of South
Africn, where tho extension of colonisa-
tion and the persistency of exploration
have driven away such of the hards of
clephants as have escaped the  vifles of
tho hunters. "Lhere is, therefore, no
need for wonder that prices should rise
or that fine ivory should commaud prices
not very romote from 1,000t a ton, It
is, further, quite certain that as time
goes on tho supply will gradually grow
smaller, particularly as the dewand is
concurrently becoming greater. The
level will be reached soomer or )uter,
therefore when ivory will become a real
laxury for cutlery purposes, and not, as
now, an article procurable.at.a.moderato
price. When that limit shall bo-renched
it is evident that such cutlery will only
bo purchased by the wealihy; heuce
our manufacturers will'be compelled to
dovote themselvés to- the produgtion of
substitutes to roplace ivory for bhafting
uses. Action in that-direction bas been
taken, wo are aware, by some meaaufao-

turers ospeciully in tho United States.
In that country xylonito and two or three

other kinds of hafts arafavourablyspoken-

of, whilst in this country. Joseph Rod-
gers & Bons, and: possibly one or two
firms besides, have for several years sold
table-knives with special handles which

deserve to be highly commended. These

aro at present excoptions: They will ulti.

mately hecome the rule, albeit the day

when ivory shall be wholly superseded,
even in ordinary cutlery, may be far dis-
tant  That epoch will, and must, come,
however ; censequently-it is but common
prudence to recognise its inevitable
advent, and to take precautions accord-
ingly. It is rarely safe to prophesy ¢ un-
less you know,” but this appears to be a
watter in respect of which it may bo
ifely foretold -that the-man who provides
a-chicap and really cflective substitute for
ivory will not only carn tho gratitude of
tho trade and of the public, but will in.
dubitably fill his own pockets.”

' Selerted Matter.

A ROYAL TESTIMONIAL,

Tho Emperor of Cliina reeently pre-

“Tho surfuco is ontirely oross-grained
and indented with ministure squares
formed by lines running from o)posite
cornors.  These squares, uniformly
covered with old gold, stand out in bold
reliof by moans of a darker shado of gilt
with which tho lines are trnced. Four
Intgo Chineo lotters in ebony aro carved
at regular intervals noross the face of the
sorol], around which is a rich border of
flowers and frpits. Tho scroll itself is
onclosed by a docp, wide frame, upon
which is carved a large number of alle.
gorionl figures, so wrought and blendud
togethor as to appear to hav) heen mado
of ona solid proce of wood. At the lower
corners &ro placed two figures of Chingss
gentleman, cach holding .o sword, the
upper corners Dbeing devoted to two
maidens, each having a tambourine, aud
depending from which is 2 Jong veil,
completoly encircling their body. The
spaco intervoning between the fignres iy
blocked with dark glass, so that under
an artificial light the effoct is very beau.
tiful.”  The imaerial present hias caused
a commotion among the Chiuese, and
great interest and cariosity is wavifested .
by the pubiic in general.—Fwx.

. BURNISHING.

By burnishing the roughness of an ob-
jeet is flattened down until the surfaco is
smooth und polished like a looking glass.
Burnishing is au important operation fur
electro-deposits, which consists of a mul-
titude of small crystals, with intervals
befween them, and with facets reflecting -
the light in evary direction, The depos-
ited meia! is hardened, and forced into
the porer of the underlying metal, and
the durability is this increasod to such
an extent that, with the siine amount of
silver, a burnished axticle will last twice
as long as one which has not been o
treated. The inetruments employed for
burnishing are made of difforent ma-
terinls, and must be of great hardness
and a perfect polisli. Such are hardencd

For metallic clectro.dcposits steel and
blood stones are especially employed. -
There sird several qualities of blood stonc;
its grain should:bo close, hard, and witl.-
out senus or veins, it should leave no
whito lines on the burnished parts, nor
fnke off apy motal, and its color should

be of an intenso black red. The ste !

isation " of Afiica is being so energeti- | ~his scroll, which is four fcot high and { must bo fine and: closo graiued, lm.d pet
cally conducted by Europoan travellers twelve fect long, 1s described as follows : feotly polished. Should the polish of -

cast stecl, ngate, flint and blood.stone. =



