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cven from our sister province of Quebec, or from any civilized coun-
try in the world, excepting the United States, we unfortunately
copied it from the United States and especially from the State of
New York. An able writer in the States says that every State in
the Union repeated nearly alt the fiscal faults which had previously
charactenzed the financial lustory of older European States and
nationa'tves, hence the crudities, absurdities and injustices charac-
tenaing municipal law in the United States and Ontario.  In Ontario
we have held to our crude and unfiair mode of taxation, but in the
Umited States many sections have departed from it.  For instance
take Ptuladelphia, a wonderful progressive city for an nland one,
recogmsing the fact that capital and Iabour, which means commerce
and manufacture, buld up a city and give value to land, does not
tax capital in commerce or manufarture, but they have a personalty
tax, which s levied entirely on furniture and oa pleasure carriages

and horses, a rebate being allowed on all lurniture, so that the per-’

sonrlty of the poor ts exempt from taxation. It 1s the reverse in
Ontano. Taxes are defined to be th2 tnbute which property owes
to the municipality for protection. Surely the expensive furniture
of the wealthy, their costly jewellery, bonds, horses, carnages, etc.,
get as much mumapal protection, pohice and light protection, fire
and water protection as the small store.keeper’s goods, or the manu-
factarer’s plant, or the barber's furnuure, or the drayman's cart, or
the cabinan's horses and cab, which classes all pay personalty caxes.
What inducement is there for a man to go into manufacture or com-
merce 1o Ontano? 1t he puts his money 'nto building societies or
bank stocks he s, as stated, f taxed at all, only taxed on income
but if he puts it into business and employs labour, he 1s taxed at the
same rate on capital, which s fifteen times more, whech capital
tuilds and populates the ies, lonns and villages of Ontario and
gives value to land and «ncreases e value.  There s still a worse
feature ot the case.  For instance .f you own a piece of property and
you are desirous of starung a factory on 1t or a business, and you
morigage it to Twise munty to darry it on and employ labour, you
are twice taxed on the «ame capital  To illustrate , the store is
assessed say at $1o00c. Yoo borrow $8,000 on t for the business
Assessment on store $10,000 , assessment on apital in business,
$8,000, total assessinent $18,000, although you have only $ig,000.
This dues not occur to any other class of the community, nor to
any other kind of propeny, even including real estate  For f
the owner of $10000 wurth of real estate borrows $8,000 on it
and invests it 10 any other way this capital is not tollowed or taxed
in this manncr.

We may mention again that the older civitized countries such as
Great Brtam, France, Belgoum, Frussia, have bandoned enurely
personalty asses.ment for muniuipal purposes.

We, the industral classes, desire the Legislawre to change this
ingustice of taxing .apual in Industty  The Legilature of every
avilized country s morally, buond 1o do what s night.  \We there
fore expect the Ley.slatute w.ll right this wrong  We are asking no
favors, we are demanding only whats proper and fair and what
cannot be withheld <ommon jusie that 2 mode of taxation be
adopted which will act unformly and equally to all Gitizens alike,
and we ask to amend the personalty assessment so that all classes,
be they iawyers or mer hants, doctors, officials, Jlerks or manufac
turers, or the retired and wealthy, be taxed uniformly on income
ahke,

The only arqument that has ever bezen brought forward against
ngbtng this monstrous weany; s, thatit will wncrease the taxes on
those paywing on income and salaries and on real estate.  Fhe re
ply s this. that sumply these (las.es have been relieved and are re
heved of a4 marety of taaatian at the eapense of the said industnal
classes, and that what would be lost .n cach munic.pality by taxing
the income of the .ndustr.al (lasses the same as others will be
<harged 10 the general as.essment of the whole munic . pality,and will

besohitle as willhaidly be pe_cepuble o: ftat, and that the industnial
classes, fram the necessity of conducting business on the most ex
pensive lan | and m elaborate butldings, will pay the greatest share
of the luss .n auother form.  Agamn we reuerate, justice demands
that the wrong be nghted

THE TRADE IN TORONTO.

Same people may think that the views expressed by Mr. Calde-
cottat the annual meeting of the dry goods section of the Toronto
Board of Trade, which will be found in another column, are too
optinustic  But so far as Toronto 1s concerned he apparently does
not take too sanguine a view of the sitwation, as all the leadoy
houses report that orders are far ahead of last vear for spring goods,
and they have every confidence in a much freer circulation of money
in a few months hence. Business 1s not what might be termed
booming, but it 1s healthy, with good prospects. Many retailers so
far do not {eel inclined to place their orders ull later, owing to the
poor demand before Christmas, caused by the unseasonable weather,
but now that the weather has become more seasonable and farmers
are enabled to bring their produce to market, that feehng will soon
be banished. The demand for dress goods continues good, and
tweed effects still seem to be the most popular style, There is an
exceedingly brisk demand for prints. lostaples, yrays and whites
are practically unchanged. Colored cotton goods are all to be
placed under one management, a charter having been applied tor to
incorporate the Canadian Colored Lotton Mitls Company, limited.
Although prices will probably not be increased at once, this com-
bination will, 1t is thought, have a tendency to advance prices from
fifteen to twenty per cent.

COLLECTING AGENCIES.

At the Carleton Assizes, Ottawa, on June 5th, the case of Antoine
Choguette v. the Canadian Debt Collecing Company, and S. and
H. Borbndge, was tned. The plaintff, who 1= a compositor in the
Government Prinung Bureau, sued the defendant, for injury done
his reputation by having his name posted on one cf the Collecting
Company s black and yellow posters advertisiny debts for sale,when
he did not owe the sum of sixty cents mentivned n the poster.
From the evidence it appeared that the plaintff’s brother Seraplum,
also a printer 0 the Government Prninting Bureau, owed S. & H.
Horbridge sixty cents, and the defendanis had exposed the wrong
man. Judgment was accurdingly given fur plainuff to the extent of
325 and costs aganst the Collecting Company, and the charge
against 5. & H. Barbridge was dismissed without costs.  This does
not intetfere with the prinuple taid down in Green v. Minnes and
Burns, previously referred to in these coluinns, that a creditor has a
perfect nght 1n law to adveruse a debt for sale, although his
motive in doing so was to coerce the debtor into paying a debt
which otherwise the creditor was urable to realize. In the
case under review the Collecting Compaay made the mistake
of confounding the plainuff with hus brother. Mr. Justice Rose pre-
sided at the tnal of both <ases.  In iving his judgment on the
Choquette case, he remarked that he hoped the Upper Court would
decide the quesuon raised in his judgment in Greenv. Minnes &
Burns, 10 whiih, as we have already stated, he hetd thai the posting
of such placards was legal. Untl that case was deuded he sup.
posed that the Collecing Companies were free to coitinue to ad-
vertiae these lists of debts, not for the purpose of bona fide sale, but
to bring the debtors 1o public shame and obloguy. Meanwhile he
must warn them that they were treading on the edge of a very deep
preapice.  Perhaps they are, but so long as the legality ot the pro-
ceeding 1s recogmzed by the court, every advantage should be
taken to bnng “dead-beats™ to obloyuy and shame. Many
an honest, wndustrious storekeeper has been ruined by such
people and no mercy should be shown them. His Lordship
probably overlooked the fact that befure such a drastic step 15 taken
as to advertise the debt for sale, ihe debtor 1s notified several times
of tus indeStedness by the Collectiny; Company, and every opportu-
oity given him unul the last moment to pay up.  He has, therefore,
only himself 10 blame 1f he 15 publicly exposed as a “ dead keat.” If
the case of Lbreen v. Minnes & Burns 1s taken before the Superior
Court we sincerely hope that the judgment of Mr. Justice Rose will
be sustained, as a reversal thereof would be something to be deeply
deplored.




