
THE -:- DRY -:- GOODS -: REVIEW.

cven from our sister province of Quebec, or from any civilized coun-
try in the world, excepting the United States, we unfortunately
copied st front the 'niîed States and especially (oi the State of
New York. An able writer in the States says that every State in
the Union repeaed nearly aIl the f6cal faulti which had previously
charaictertied the financiai history of older European States and
nationa'tties, lience the crudgttes, absurdatrcs and injustices charac.
teruing municipal law n the United States .md Ontario. In Ontario
we have held ta our crude and unfair mode of taxation, but in the
United States many sections have departed from it. For instance
take 'hiladelphia, a wAonderfuil progressive cîy for an inland one,
recognmsng the fact that capital and labour, which means commerce
and manufacture, builid up a coty and give value to land, does not
tax capital in commerce or manufacture, but they have a personalty
tax, which as levied entirely on furnature and on pleasure carriages
and horses, a rebate being allowed on ail lurnture, so that the per-
sonalty of the poor is exempt from taxation. It îs the reverse in
Ontano. Taxes are defined to be the tribute which property owes
to the munrcipalhty for protection. Surely the expenstve furnture
of tie wealthy, their rostly jewellery, bonds, horses, carnages, etc.,
get as much municipal protection. police and light protection, tire
and water protection as the smal store.k-eeper's goods, or the manu.
facturer's plant. or the barber's furamture, or the drayman's cart, or
the cabinan's horses and cab, which classes ail pay personalty taxes.
Vhat inducement is there for a mian to go into manufacture or com-

merce ta Ontario? 1l he puis his money into building societtes or
bank stocks he as, as stated, f taxed at all, only taxed on incore
but if he puts a m business ,and employs labour, he îs taxed at the
same rate on capital, wthiî ès fifteen tmes more, wh•ch capital
builds and populates the ,a.es, toans a.d %Illages of Ontar!n and
gaves salue to land and antre.ses att value. There as still a worse
feature of the .ase. For n>tanse .J you own a piece of property and
you are desirous of startung a flatory on it or a business, and you
morigage st ta r.ose ituney to carr it on and employ labour, you
are twîie taxed on the -aine capital Ta illustrate , the store is
assessed say at i,ooc. Yoi borrow $8,ooo on t for the business
Assessmeit on store 5i.,uw , assessment on tapital in business,
SS,ouo, total assessnent $t8,0o0, although you have only Soaoo.
This dues not ocur tu an> other %lass of the (ommunity, nor to
nny other kind tf properi>, reen ncludimg real estate For if
the owner of Sîo,*xo worth of real estate borrows $8,roo on it
and mnvests st an any other wa> ths ctptal is not tollowed or taxed
in thas manner.

We ma) mention agan that the aider cniblzed countries such as
G.areat Irtan, rtane, llclg.um, l'russia, hase ·tbandoned entirely
personalty asses.,ment for munitipal purposes.

We, the ndustr.al iclasses, desire the Legailature to change this
mjustt.e of t.ianm; -.atpital an industry The Legislature of every
cavilited countr> a, .nor.ill).bteund ta do wshat s right. We there
for expect the Le>$.Jaturc ail ritîm th. s wrong We are askîng no
favois, we are demanding only what is propes and (air and what
cannot be wthheld .în,non jusi.e that a mode of taxation be
adopted whath aaill t .nifurnil> and equall> ta all utizens al1ke,
and we ask ta amend the pernalty assessment sa that ail classes,
be they iawyens or miei.hants, doctors, officaals, slerks or manufac
turers, or the ret.red and weaIîh, be taxed uniformly on incame
alke.

The only arazument that has eser been brought forward against
rnelit4nè; thés monstrous % rt.n,; as, that it e il anc rease the taxes on
those paymtg on antoine anl salaries and on real estate. r'he re
pi> as ths. that sainpI> these as,e. hase been relheved and are re
l.eti of à muet of t.uiatamn al the expense of the said ar.dustrial
classes, and that what tould )r lost .n cath muni palht> b> taxng
the antone of the ,ndustr,al ,las-es the same as others ail be
charged ta the general a>essment tf the whoit muni, .pah>t),and will
besohlitle a ta ,ilh.,dly be c.#.epttble n: ft.t, and that the ndu>tnial
classes, frnmiî the necessity of onductng business on the most ex
pensive l.ia 1 and a elaborate buildings, will pay the greatest share
of the -is n atother coin. Again we reuierite, Justice demands
that the arong be nghted

THE TRADE IN TORONTO,

Some people may thmik that the views expressed by Mr. Calde-
cott at the annual meeting of the dry goods section of the Toronto
Iloard of Trade, which will be found in another column, are too
optimistic But so far as Toronto is concerned he apparentiy coes
not take too sanguine a view of the situation, as alI the leailtug
houses report that orders are far ahead of last vear for spring goods,
and they have every confidence ta a much freer circulation of inoney
in a few months hence. Business os not what might be termed
boomng. but it os healthy, with good prospects. Many retailers so
far do not feel inclined ta place their orders tilt later, owng ta the
poor demand before Christmas, caused by the unseasonable weather,
but now that the weather has becone more seasonable and farmers
are enabled to bring their produce ta market, tht feeling wili soon
be banished. The demand for dress goods continues gad, and
tweed effects sti seem ta be the most popular style. There is an
exceedingly brisk demand for prints. Ila staples, grays and whites
are practically unchanged. Colored cotton goods are ail to be
placed under one management, a charter havng been appied for to
incorporate the Canadian Colored totton Mills Comp.tny, limited.
Although prices will probably not be increased at once, this com-
bmation will, if is thought, have a tendency to advance prices from
fifteen ta twenty per cent.

COLLECTING AGENCIES.

At the arieton Aissaes, Ottawa, on lune 6th, the case of Antoine
Choquette t. the Canadian Debt Collectang Company, and S. and
H. Ilorbrdge, was cied. The plaintiff, who i. a compositor in the
t..overnment Printing Bureau. sued the defendant, for injury don"
bas reputation by havmng bas name posted on one cf the Collecting
Company s black and yellow posters advertsmey debts for sale,when
lie did not owe the sum of sixty cents mentiuned ta the poster.
- rom the evidence ît appeared that the plaintafPs brother Seraphim,

also a prînter ta the Government Prnting Bureau, owed S. & H.
liorbrtdge sixty cents, and the defendants had exposed the wrong
man. Judgment %%as accurdmanly gavea for plaintiff to the extent of
$z5 and costs agaînst the Collecting Company, and the charge
agamst b. & H. Borbridge was dtsmissed without costs. This does
flot interfere with the principle laid down in Green v. Mannes and
Burns, prestously referred to in these columans, that a creditor has a
perfect right an law ta adsetase a debt for sale, aithough his
motive in doing sa was ta coerce the debtor into paying a debt
which otherwase the creditor was ur.able ta realize. In the
case under review the Collec.tng Compaay made the iistake
of confounding the plaintiff with his brother. Mr.Jus.ice Ro,e pre-
sided at the trial of both <ases. In giving his judgment on the
.hoquette case, he remarked th.tî he hoped the Upper Court would

decide the question rai,ed ta bas judgment in Green v. Mines &
Burns, in whtch, as we have already stated, he heid that the postmig
of such placards was legal. Unt.l that case was deuded he sup.
posed that the Collectang Companes were free ta coa.tinue ta ad-
vertise these iaîts of debts, not for the purpose of bona fide sale, but
to bring the debtors tu pulic shame and obloquy. Meanwhile he
must warn them that they were treadtng on the edge of a very deep
precapce. Perhaps they are, but so long as the legality of the pro
ceeding is recogized by the court, every advantage shnuld be
taken to bring "dead.beats" ta ubloquy and shame. Many
an honest, industrious staekeeper bas been ruined by such
people and no mercy should be shown them. lias Lordship
probatly overlooked the fat that befure such a drastic step as ltkea
as to advertise the debt foi sale, the debtor is notified several times
o his indeStedness by the Cillectsag Compan, and every opportu
nity given him untîl the last moment ta pay up. He bas, therefore,
only himself ta blame if he as pubblay exposed as a "dead beat." If
the rase of s.,reen v. Mn mnes & Burns as taken before the Superior
Lourt we sncerely hope that the judgment of Mr. Justice Rose will
be sustaned, as a reversal thereof would be something tu be deeply
deplored.
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