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THE ECCLESIASTICAL GAZETTE.

the wildest glen and on tho hleakest hillside. While
§¢ has Leen n source of woakuess in that, the public
mind for generations rested satisfied with tho pro-
vision once made, and Liceded not the fact that what
might have boen suflicicnt 300 years ngo hasgradu-
ally ccased to bo ndequate to the wants of the people,
or abie to take oversight of a population which hns
doubled and redcubled itsolf during that period,
The greater attention paid to religion and the cdu-
cation of tho people, and tho increaso in England of
various communitics disseoting from the Church,
has served to act this fact moro plainly beforo us
during the last thirty or forty years; and many
statistical returns havo been published giving painful
evidence of tho Iarge amount of the population, who
have grown up practieally excluded from all access
to tho means of graco, and unprovided with pasto-
ral care, sinco it was manifestly jmpossiblo that
with the thousands, and sometimes perhaps tens of
thousands, who wore nominally under the charge of
& single Mlinister, that Lo could possibly be able,
willing as ho might bo, to spend and be spent for the
gospel, to have any personi! intercourse with more
than a fraotion of them; nor if willing, was there
any room for them in their parochial Churches,
Neither bave the exertions of other rehigious bodies
been in any measuro sufficient to supply the defici-
ency. In tho middle ages, as we have scen, the
Church sought the aud of the monasteries and religi-
ous communities, as then constituted. We do not
want such in these days, as schools of lcarning, for
we havo provision mado for that in & way more
suitablo to tho prescnt ago; nor can wo approve the
mauner in which the members of those religious
orders bound themsclves by vows; but still we want
for the clergy somo co-operation and help to enable
the pavochial system, espccially amongst tho masses
of largo towns, to cope with the enormous amount of
evil and infidehty that has grown up arvound us. In
England during tho last twenty yeurs 8,826 new
churchies have been built, including those which
bavo replaced old ones; while in the same period s0
dificult has it been to provide tho men, and the
means of supporting them, the clergy have increased
only 411; the population however, which before
huf far outrun tho power of the clergy, has been
still increasing at a fearful rate. IHere, therefore,
the evil has been met by no udequate remedy. And
even in the matter of Churches, there are yet cases
where tho disproportion between the accommodation
afforded and the number of the inhabitants is some-
thing quite appalling, For instance, in an appeal
now making for aid towards tha erection of Churches
in Loudon and its suburbs, the following statement is

iven:
given Populatfon.. Church Room.
Parish of Shoreditch .coeeeu.... 110,000 9,000.

s Btepuey «svenecesieen. 81,820 5,200.
s« 8t.John, Clerkenwell 10,000 800.
s Clerkenwell, reat of. 66,000.  5,000.
s 8t. Botolpb, Aldgate 16,000  1,000.
86 Poplar.ccesscseccersenes 30,000  1,700.
¢ Plumstead .eeeeerreene. 12,000 400.

But in order to try and provide some remedy for
the,overwhelming evil which is now acknowledged
on all.hands, and to meet which in .such cascs the
single services of the parochial clergyman, or it may
be of .two or threo in any given district, are power-
Iess, the Church, s few years siuce, adopted a regu-
lar system of Scripture Readers uoder.the sanction
and license of the Bishop of London: and other
bithops; thero are frequently also, District Visitors’
employed by the clergy on a more or less systematic
plan ; and more recently we have, as I stated at the
commencement, the establishment of ¢« The Church
of England Young Men's Association for Aiding
Missions st Home and Abroad.” 'Theae are cfiorts
made by the Church, or by some of her members,
to.aid and help her in the great work of her ealling,
and, may become most useful aud efficicnt agencies
ju_connection with her regular iinistry; and es

such, wo, hero as well as in England, may reccive
their co-operation with thankfuluess, and'endeavour

to give permancnoy and efficiency, and a true ecelo- |
There aro, |

sinstical chnracter to their labours.
liewever, two objects to bo kept in view, I considor,
in this your Association : first, in that it offers
opportunitics of improvement and wholesome recre-
ntion to thoso who nro members of it; and noxt, us
furnishing an agency whereby you may yoursclves be
instruments of good to others. As to tho first, the
very terms of the Association necessitaten more fre-
quent personal intercourso with tho clergy, which,inn
lurgo and populous city capecially, and whera almost
all of you are busily engaged in your several eallings,
it is not casy to keep up on any systematic princi-
ple. Then you have provided the presont course of
lectures for your improvemont in the knowledge of
ecolesinstical history, and tae Bible Class, which,
though only at present attended by a certain number
of you, bas commenced, and will no doubt become
more and moro appreciated, as the good leaven
works its way. Then, at a very trifling cost, you
havo tho use of an cxcel lent library, nng a Jleasant
room, where you can pass your evenings, and asso-
ciato with others, for the purpose cither of recreation
or study, instcad of wasting your time, and means
and health, in haunts of vice and dissipation, as so
many young men are led to do, merely for want of
some better placo to go to, or somo inducement to
employ themselves more usefully.

And, for the sccond object, you are associated
together for the purpose of being uscful to others—
to induce other young mon to join you, and partake
in tho advantages of your association; and algo by
tho help of your funds, as you get moro established,
to aid more directly in tho work of missions, by pro-
viding tho means of supporting onc or more mis-
sionaries, to be employed in cultivating somo of
that spiritual wasto that we seo around us. If you
enter, as I trust you will, heartily into the work,
(and as your thus associating together is & purely
voluntary act, 1 am bound to believo that it is
because your hearts are in it that you have done 80),
there is an immense ficld of usefulness open before
you; and especially in that species of usefulness
which the earnest-minded amoung you may be ablo to
exercise over other young men just entering into
life, whom you will be thrown amongst in fam.liar
iotercourse, and associnted with in business. They
are a most important class in society, aud often the
most difficult for the clergyman to meet with, or to
iofluence by dircct appeal. I trust that, if God
spare us to meet together after the conclusion of a
year's experience of the working of the association,
we shall find that in this and other ways much good
has been.done. And that, though not necessarily a
part .of the Clhurch’s..machinery, not essential to
her beiug, yet we shall find that the effects are so

beneficial that it conduces so. to the well-being. of |.

her work, that we shall almosat recognize it as an
ipseparable adjunct. It ia but a few years since
that Sunday Schools werc first introduced, and then
were thought by many as unnecessary ; now we,Jook
for them as being. almost as indispensable as the
congregation who asseruble to worship in the church..
Thus, too, as we saw;in early times. the. monks and
monasteries and hermits, arose out of the pressing
wants of the church at that period, and being useful,

were adopted, and, as it were, incorporated.into.her .

system; but when found to have become.instruments
of ovil rather than good, they wero sct aside at the
Roformation. May we over keep in view. the great
‘end and o%jects of this association, and remembering
the principles upon which it has been .established,
scek earnestly for the accomplishment of its work —

the welfure of the membery, and, through theiry.

agency and co-operation with the Church,. the fur-
therance of truc rcligion and.the cxtension of .the
Gospe! Kingdom.

His Lordship was frequently cheered. during the

delivery of. the lecture, and.set down amiduhearty.

applauso. A vote of thanks to his Lordship for hia
eloquent lecture, was carried by acclamation.

PR
DIOCESE OF TORONTO.
NOTICES.

The Lorp Bisitor or "T'oroNTo gives no-
tice, that it is his intention, with Divine
permission, to hold Confirmations in the
Ningara District during the first half of May
next, commencing on Friday the first; in
the Gore and Districts west of Hamilton in
the months of Jyne and July; and in
August at the Mahnetooahning Mission,
Sault Ste. Maric and Garden River, &c.,
Lake Huron, &e.

A list of days and places of Confirmation
will be published hereafter; and his Lord-
ship requests, that notice may be communi.
cated to him as carly as possible, of such
new stations as may have been established,
or new Parishes organized, at which Con.
firmations are required to beheld, or churches
and burial grounds to be consecrated.

According to former usage, it will be re-
quired that every Candidate for Confirmation
(unless under special circumstances) should
be of the full age of fifteen ; and the Clergy
will be pleased to have in readiness, and
furnish to the Bishop previous to commen-
cing the service of the day, a list containing
the names and ages of the several Candi-
dates for that holy rite.

Some years ago the Bishop called the at-
tention of his Brethren the Clergy to the ad-
vantage of registering in their Parish books
the names of the coniirmed, to which they
might hereafter usefully refer; and he will
be much gratified to inspect them in the
Missions where this has been done,

The Bishop .embraces. this occasion to re-
new his anxious desire, that Candidates for
Confirmation should be fully instructed in
those solemn obligations and responsibilities

‘which they are in their. own persons about

to.assume ; and that every practicable means.
may be employed to render them fully ac.
quainted with all that pertains to the faith
and practice of the Members of the true
Church of Christ.

ToronTO, March '43th, 1857.

As-the time draws near for-the holding of
Vestry Meetings, and the appointmént of
delegutes to,represent parishes’at the next

Synod,. we request that the Clergy will.



