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niusie wben you should bo studying
spelling, your thoughit is unprofitabke,
or worse-it is a hlindrance."

IlO, but I was flot tbinking of any
of those thlings; tbey are ail liard work,
and I only think of tbern wlien I amn
obliged."

"4So mucll the worse. I begin to
think you used too good a word wlben
you said you were 'tbinking.' Yon
remin(l me of the cow, in the nursery
rhyrnc, of wbom it was said-
1 And standing quite stili, leaning over the strenrn'
She uns1 inuoing, pcrhaps, or perhalis she inilht

drea.'". I

"O mamma, I ar nfot so silly as the
cow," cried Mary, laugiîing: IlI can
tell you my thouglits, and trie cow cari-
not. 1 bad just written ail I couid
remember about the queen's visit to,
Tilbury, and the Spanishi armada, and
thon 1 began to fancy myseif a queen
like Elizabeth, or like Qucen Victoria;
and I was thinking of being drcssed
with jewels, and beingC, so ricli and great,
when you spoke to me."

IlThen you awoke to find thiat yo u
are in re.lity nothing but an idle gir],
iook-ing as if you liad no powers of
thioughit at aIl, wile tbey aie misemn-
ployed in building castles in theai"

Casties ii tlie air, mamnnia wbat
art they ? "

"*Just wv1at, you lhave been for-ming
now; sctting up in your mind a fanciful
inipossibility. It is an expression often
used to, (escribe an unreal tlîing-a
picture in the mind of somnetlîing
whichl lias no foundation in truth, nor
likely ever to liapplen). Could a bouse
or castle stand in the air ? "

,1'Zo, of course not, mammia."1
4"If one appcarcd thiere, whiat wouid

"A dereption; becauise I know tiîat
bricks and stones catinot stand ivitbout
scinething to rest upon, and so it could
not be a real castle."

IlAnd do0 you tbiukil you ivilî ever be
a qlueen ?"'

IlNo, mamma, I arn sure I slial no i;
bot is thoe any harm in tbinking wliat
I would do if I wero a q ueen ? I
sliould be able to, do so mudi good."

"Yes; I think there is hian in fan-
c.ying or picturing yourself in auy
otlier person's place, uîiless you could
do some service by your advice. Your
business is to, try to do your duty in
your own."

"lBut, you sc, my nimd runs away
witlîout my ]cave vcry often; and whien
something rouses me, I arn sunl)rised
to find w'here it has flown to. That is
one reason, I amn afraid, why lesoas
are so, often turned 'oack."

" Yes, I îve se.n this, Mary ; and
it Las gnrieved mte very mucli lately.-
God bas given you a quick and lively
imagination, or pow er of seeilg and
arranging tlîings in your mnd, and
)-ou are flot using it in tlie riglit wvay.
XVhat ,would you think uf mne if I ,vent
to sit in thîe kiitchuen, and sent iny ser-
vants into the parlor ? "

IlWlîy, it would be very odd, niani-
nia; I should think somnetbiingy was the
inatter wvith your niind."

IlAnd very justly. I tinkl, too,
there înust bu soinîuting w-rung in your
mmud, when you let imsagination, wvhich
should bo the servant of reason, turn
nmistress, auJ set up ail sorts of non-
sense in your min(l, instcad of keceping
it in its proper place, as a very pleasant
help ia making your studies iiiterest-
ing."l-Library B, No. 199.

In answer to, a question, av'oid the
monosylables "lyes" and "nio," thus:
"Is your father in good hiealth l"
instead of saying, "'Yeq, sir '" say, "lVery
good, sir, tlîank you?'

Avoid vulgar, commonplace, <'r slang
phrasL-es, sucli as, "lby jinks-," Ilfirst
rate," " l'Il bet," &c. Betting is flot
nier-ely vulgar, but sinful; a species of
gambling. Gentlemen nleyer bet.


