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TUE PARABLEOF T IE MUSTARD SEED.

Tacee are 2 fow 1030 i e Bible whnel some
perxons 83y mun‘llfr preacnt ox stence, and the
progressive charsoter of the hingdom o Qod
Hence they tellue ist Cheat st up his king.
dom atihie time of s st advent.  Antoug these
texla o8 the follawing - .

o Another patalle put he forth nto them,
rayingy The b Join of heaven is like 40 a gran
ofmusterd seed, which @ wan tack and sowed
1 iy fiedds wyueh indeed is the least of all
seeds ; Lut when it is grown, 1t 13 the greatest
nnong herbs, and becowelh e tree, g0 that the
bieds of the air come and lodge in the branches
thereof.' Matt, xiii, 31, 83,

We are told the seed represents the smallness
of the Chureh, when it coneisted ouly uf the
twelve apostles, whom Chreet sent fosth toevan.
fgelize the world ;3 that this Jitle begiauing ls to
cventusia in the aniversal trymph of thechureh
of Christy and the conversion of the world, and
introduction of willeamal glary.

But is not the weauing cbriotsly this, that
Christ is the mustard seed; that in his death he
was pleated; and fu lis resurrection he geemi.
nated into new life § and that cvery soul seved
thiough lis death and resurrection is an addic
nonal bianch to. the trec?  The beanch of the
suustard tree no mose Lierally hivesand Bounish.
s, audl bears frait by ite union with the stock
aad 7oty and the s3p It seceives from that root,
then the Christian hes spitstus) and eternal life
from the indnelling of that quickening epirit
which saised up Chitiat from the dead  Jtis to
the chureh.ﬂ‘u,o;s‘:p of hife. Tux 1xpiestLieo
oF TIE QUICKKIING STIRIT OF CHRIST IR THIX 8X-

" uzveg, I8 tnr WavsTery or Govtiszss.” It
1 religion sothat cach Lelieyer can say, thive,
yeinot 3, but Clisiat liveth tn me, and the lfe
that § now live in the Qeals, isby the fatff of the
Sonof Gud, 1§t is the resurgection, power, and

" etetnal life, The bluod of Adsm, wiieh sll men

" detive by natural generation, dees not gice thetn
second Jife, o raise theer frow the dead to eler-
mllife. Batthe spititof Ifun that raised up
Christ from thie dedd. ifit dwell ia e, will quick-
cn our mortal bndics algr.  Thiv beurg, the cese,
Wwill readily be perovived that the perfecting of
. the tree cannut conwiet in ite umversal tonmph
Yover all the wotld i ang oacaze of probatingary
tive. For,while there 1 3ét orto anoté member
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the world, the tzce must of meesnty be n a
siate of imperfeetinn and immatunity  But in
Vie dizneasetion of the (ullaess of o tunes lie |
ainall s gather tngeties in one, ull hnws g
Clgist, both whieh ate w heaven, and winehare
* wmearth, evea in hun ™ Eph o 18, Then thene
will be a perfection in the teee, and cact, branch
witl Le in ita place, .catete and perfect. 1L can.
ot be before,

@
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THE JEWISIH CIHURCH,
In the tioe of qur Srciour, compared with the
Charch ot the present day.

When we resd the cenditinn of the Jewirh
Churell, ts delincated in the Bille, e cannat
Vut be struck with ausng points, in which these
8 stpshing sinnlarity with the chuzeh of our
own tipies.  The Jewab Church wzs the only

’ ehurch of God onesrth, and in many {eriods of
va history, 1t was hambdly devoled ta the service
o' Gogd, Lot at the L of Chyst’s first adseut, it
had become worldly inmded, and formsand cere-
runnies had taken the lace afbeart-felt devotion.
At the present day, the fervent picty which dis
tinguished the religon ol one (atlhiers, hacina
great weesure given away to fumality and luke.
wartancss, and professed Chiistiaos asx o5 cager
1@ purentt of this world's foads asar  the tanst
widifferent worldhings  ‘Tlien they were proud
and haughty ; they ! ved the chuef acats in the
$503goguc, 30d We upperarost Tovins at feasts,
sad fur 3 pretence imadelang praye o2 they love
€3 20 be called Rabby, aull sought praise of men.
Evenzo sre professing Chnstiane naw.  Then
they roade great durplays of ther charities, the
tich cast 1o pabliely nta the tieasnry of thesy
abundaace, tud d-d thew almg belure taen. Now
the charitics of the church sro blazoned abroza
tn the world, and many will withhold from cre-
dutors their ionest debis, that they may have the
vame of making large dunatioss  Thenthe peo-
plo placed great relimace upan the opinions of
their apintual teachers, snd lind fal) confidence
that they wera riga?  Now, multitudes are pin.
sag their faithraphm the slecrs of their niinsters
with jmplicit peliance io their opimons, Then
the priesld were learned, 2nd Lad unbcunded
confidenee in themaclres, and oolfaved that they
ofall.men weic alona’capabless pointing Sut the
nghtroad to heaven. Now, our ministers seein
to gk that they wre The jicople, and that, e

o it was admimstered, was popular, and many
Leattloes worldlingsmbraced #*  Now the savn
cause draws multitudes wnto the church.,  Ther
the hoe of distinelion which niarked the profes
sor feam the worldling could hardly be peresired
Now, os fer as outward acts ore manfested, iti.
shinost ubliterated, and we hatdly knaw which I
which. Then the teachers in Zion  gave won
deference to the ttaditions of the elders than they
did tothe laws of Muees, Now the opinions o
our commentators take the precedence of & “thae
santh the Lord.'"  Then the prieste were teady
1o despisc any trulis diffcrent from what they
taoght. Now out mnisaters aro treading in then
footsteps.  Then the great, the high, snd the
leasned rejected our Baviour. Now they turn »
deal car 10 all suggestions respeeting his return
Then tho common peaple hicard Christ gladly.—
Now huadreds of the aamne class ate hving in
the blessed fope of his glurous appearing. Thet
they disbelicved in the fulfillinent of the prophes
cics teapecting Clirist's first coming.  Now thiey
are equally scoplica] with regard to the prophe-
cics and signs ol his second. Thea they were
expecting o tempotat pﬂnc-. Now the Church
1t expreting o temporsl millenninm.  Then they
were di d in thejr expe Even
90 will the chusch be nuw. Tien Christ came
and found thou unprepared for his coming. e
fias assuszed ue that it will be so sgun. Then the
prophets prophesied feleely, the pricats bore sule
by theic means, and the people foved to Lave it
10. Now the people love to hear that the end is
notyet, Then they were cast off and rejected
by reason uf their unbeliel; sud now what wall
yedo in the end thereof? for if God epared not
tha nataral branches, tako hieed leat he also spare
not thee.  Be not bigh minded, but fear.

O that the church would aweke from its desth
Like stapidity, and arouse iteelf that snnls way
not be lost by its lukewanianess, The Jevs of
old verily thought they were doing God's ser-
vice, but that did not save them from the wrath
of an angry end inwnlled God,  Neither will an
avesweening confidence in the rectitnde of any
cause, gow prove thatitis the capse of God. At
tie present day the wotld 18 100 prone to take the
upinions of uthers, withaut cxavumng for them-
scdves; but remember that each one wust ane
sner at the bar of God, and stand ot fall for our-
adver.  Noman con there plead out cause; we)
van ofiv P there no privald waterprotation of se
ture ot the opinions of commentators, 1o exicnu.
saon of aut ins. We shallbe judged in acened-
ance woth the plam declarations of thet holy
ward wihech wo attempt to aistefy aud sprintuale
izeawsy. Then moy we all exainme this ques.
tion, ezch oue for ourselycs, and make that pre-
paration of heart by the ard of God's Holy Spisis
wlnch 13 cssenuial to oor fatureswell beng 5 and
ey we tealize that seeing all these thngs must
be dissolved, what manner of persons we aught
tn ben all huly conversation and gndiineas, look
wng for and hasten.ng unta the comingof the day
of Gud, wheremn the Leavens being on fire shal
Le dissolved, and the clements ehall weit with
fervent Lent  Nesertheless, we, accurding u
his promne, look for new heavens and a new
catsh, wheremn dwelleth | pightconsness.  Ane
srean g that wo look for such things, nay we be
found ot lum ia peace without spot and blawmne.
less, that we may receive that czowa of nighte.
ousness wlieh ae Jaid up for all those who love
lns appoaning.

DUES TIHT BIBLE SIIROUD THE COMING
OF CURIST IN DARKNESS?

1t is contended by our opponcols that we cat
never Snow the approach of that duy | and tha
wo are thus asenred by the word of Gad. The
principal texts which xre advanced in support of
1, are, Matt, 3xte. 36—+ But of that day aed
bious knoweth no man, no, net the angels in
heaten, but my Fothcronly;” and Actsi. 7—
« R is nat for you to know the times or the sea-
sots which the Fatber bath pdt in bus owy
power ™

These texts, standuing alane and unesplained
by the context, ar by pecatlel passages, would
scem 1o antimate that it would be i vain toat.
tempt to penetrate the vedl with wlich Godin
e procidence has shrosded thet cvent. Bu
we oroposc to exammne them in such connection,
and show that they teach neUnng contrary tp
wnt ful) anderstanding of the ,aestion.

In the Book of Danicl there are & servs of vie
smns, i vhirch the mast important events whicl. |
wete to oceut sp the hintory of thie world, down
to the sesurtection,, ate potlrayed. As these
events ate fulfilied, unless a veil were cash over
the minds of men, light would be cmitled, and it
would be seen by their falBlment that we were

wigeled up, woald enlighten usrespectlcg the
suns of the fulflment of theat events,

Athe ¢loso of tho vasivn in the 8th of Danlel,
2 is told st sSatthelime of the ead shall bo the
nsion.” in the 12:h chapter Danicl s told to
shut upihie words, aad acu! tho book, cven to the
iime of gr 230, Daniol afleswardy asks 1
* O wy ford, what shall be the vad of these
hihgs 2"} And bie soid, ** Go thy wey, Daniel,
for the 1edrds are elosed xp und sealed T1LL THE
ehee or fux xxp.”

Nattung can bo more plain and positive than
it till tAe time of the end, the future, revealed
n thove Visiona conld not be uneealed,” and un.
derstond.” But hie sesures us that at tho time of
the end they will be unsealed, and the nbecusity
will be remaved, lear the words of ¢ the man
clothed fin bnen,"—4 Many shisll bé purified and
wade white, ond tidd ; but the wicked shall do
wickedly ; and neme of the sicked oiall under.
stand, det PRE WL SIALL UXNRRITAND,
When will they understand 2 At the time of|
the end, ta which the worde ase clused up and
waled. Who will onderstand?  The wise,—
the truly puas, and they alone, What will they
anderstond 2 & The £aD of all theso things,]
spolien of in the 12t of Daniel,

1t will tius bo secn that we hiave the plainand
dicect assarance of the angel of Gud, that know.
ledge tespeeting the end of tho would waa to be
closed up 480 seated UM the Line of the end, but
that then the sesl will be broken :. manw shal}
run tonnd fiv, and knawledgesball be incrensrd ;
and the Wis¢' shall understind, bui the wicked
ehall never.auderstand.;, . '

Tius caghing the.words of C

heist Quoled in,
In the Bdth
ot Suyjoa ofiraid o St e dintely
e W& tibatation of siosedags which wete to
be while Jerusalom;wasidesslated by the abonsi.
nations IpkABCNT .}ﬁi?;ll.“:; shall the san bo
i Lmot giv
Ay

3,04 e mpen
and tho stare i from
ORI o

it
o, the a-nceation that sec theze Unnge,
wahall not poas away il all these thiags be fat. |
Eillea.’  This be ver fieaby tue offiz.uation, that
“heayen and earth suall pass away, butl my

4 parelie, 'by}‘t'lé'by‘
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were the “chldeen of the Jight, and the chil.
dren of thc day,™ and were not in darkpees, that
that day should overtake them ssa thieft” e
alen gives them & sign by which they might know
whea it is near, for, * wheo they shall say peaco
ud wafety, then sudden destruction cometh npon
thers ;" and .« aredtold, ¢ they shall not cs-
cape ;3 a0 thit the ddy of the Lord only cometh
ad a thicf upon thote who cry peace and safety,
not upou the brethren.

Actgi. 7. is often quoted 1o prove that the
riglteone will aleo bo in dackness, ¢o that that
day will overtako them dsathief. Thedesciples
saked' the Saviour if he wodld « at that time te.
storo again the kingdsln fu farael.” « Aud ho
said unto thew, 3t (s not for yox to know the
tines or the scasone which the Father hath put
ot lus owst pawer.*’  The tvason why it was not
for them to know,, ie, hawevep Yery obvious
As it was desed wp and sealed ¢lll the time of the
end, and ds that timé hiad-not arrived, itconl
not b fuethem to koww, or Tor any, in Any age
of the world; to know, previous to the time of the
end. Co e e :

It is wetthy of reapark thatthereit not a direct
and positive text in th swhole Bible which as
scrte (hat that day shall Q]ﬂl&ke the righteous
as e iliief ; and auch g position can only pe.oup-
ported by mere implications, which are in direct
opposition to plain sesmetiont. :

n Matt.zxe, 1--3§Christ -asenres hin . dwer.
ples that when he cons, then shall the kingdom
Cbeaven ““ be likened unto ten virgine; who
took their lamps and went forth to wmect the
bridegrooum, &c., and at midnight jﬁcm sasn
cry made, Béhold the'bridegronm cometh.” As
we hve duf Savinord acenrante that ag his co.
wing thékisgdam vlhearen will Te Likened un-
1o this parable,and asfie hataaid that aotite wili
be given of the coming of the bridegroom, we
need o other a e tatfus ehildeen will &
4ot be in derkness,thal that day shoold overtalo
i The » Munght Cry® is nows

fulﬂryllm fredcilon of ous
it such e erF'We o’ he made pre-
'ing,i]c;‘ hot énl{‘irﬂ‘réd vy 't’his
B adit eh 8 shieré Jonn
surpugh tpgundal of heaver,
hourof lyy fudrignt eome.
t‘n‘:nﬂ

saw an eogel Qying
oot

st30d.  Chaicy of prophetic evinte, reaehing,
down (o 1he tme of the ond, are 213 given oy,
accampanied by praptetic perunis, 2o that the
hizmble snquiter may anow bow 3¢ bo is in the

word shall nut pass away.
Qur Sazeur then says, * But of that day anc

chum of cvents from aaat peniod.  In vppositien
to tin:s, 1t €an onty be shov e that 1t vas net for

bout Laviects na tnan, no, not the anzels i lica.
ven, but wy Father only,” Woy dud no man
AnOw 1iic day orghe hour?  Beczvse it wascla.
ved up zad scaled il tise tine of the end, ead
could not te koown til thew ; nor tien, by the
wicked, That tee had t:0 then arnved, by
shien yo see att. thise things, Loow that 1t s
acar,evcnstthe doors.  He therefore comuiand.
-3 big duciples 1o watch,  (ur ye kaow notat
whiat hone yoot Ford doth come.”  And he <y,
o Rew, wy, B2 o8 1€ therefure thon shalt not
watels, L vl come upon thee asa thu f, and thon
«haft not knaw at what hous I will come upon
hee,” Thas mizking their watclung the eandi-
uon of their krowing at whiat hour he should
come. At ibo closo of the 241l of Matthew our
Saviour 2ssures us that ¢ Bat and of thatevid
scrvant 837 10 his heart, My Luzd dslageth hus
coibing, and sl Legin to sintte lusfellow sexe
eants, and st znd denk with the dranken ; the
Lord of that servant shall come iad day when ke
twoketh nut tor i, and 12 20 hour that keasnot
wrare of, and shall cut hua eeunder and appaint
im Jus poriion’wdh the hypoente; there shail
be weeping and gusstung of teets,  Herey2gam,
theit not knowang the day is made the conse.
quence of theer saying i their biearts, ¢ My Lord
delayeth his comng,” Sc.—~thus implyng that
such would not L the consequence.

The apostl- says, ut 1 ‘Fhess. v. 12 ¢ Butel|
the times and seasoas, brethiren, yo hiave no need
it Lweite upte vou  For ydursclveg. know
perfegtly tuat thie day of the Lord 83 coneth as
athief i thy neghd” This s often qnoted 10
proof that thie tine of Christ s advent will not be
previomsly known, Lut the texts which follow
tnake the whole question perfecily plaa. f‘r}‘or
when they stall say peace and safety, then aud.
den destmelion cometis wpes them, a8 travail vp-
on & woman with child, and theyshall not escape.
Dat se, brctlirco, are w0t im darknass, that that
day shoald eome npon you ss a thief ; ye are the
cluldren of the tight, and the children nf the day ;
we at¢ " not of the night, wor of the darkaces.”
Thos the apostie futarhes the n&‘;é‘n why there,

l

sawing neartothe lastof those ppedictod eveats,

they die, wisdom will dic them. Then religion

*
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Thero are also prophetic perioda given, which, if

whr o seed ofsbis, wotiag (o o8 Ure Simes

L#'O musionttns?  Why, sbout ihirty thoveand

any toknpw previocs tath.etisne of e end, that
none of the wicked wilt tadersiand, tiat it wiil
co ac 3z a thuet upon those who say miy Lord dee
I3y eib lnaconnng, and wil cawe sncdsaly upon
tiase who ery peace and saiety ; while thase who
swell pot watch shalt sut hnow at what hoar he
will came. .

The qaestion 13 thus sendeped sa phin, that
the waglapng ;an, though & foul, nevd net etr
therein, acd yot indodnals sneer 2t the ides of
watcling ©or the connng of the Lord nuw, assury
that he will nut cotne Loz inote than one thoussnd
gears, provine us a fuag permd of peaco and
safety, and adumut that thed 32 1 dkekness with
segad to the tune of lns coiing, Qhue showing
that o themstves the peapheescs are falfilled ;)
and bocause they are an carkrese, claim that the
uracs and seazens ¢ah never Le known,

Such seasoners ste thomselves hving witnes.
sce that the Wiz will ondesstznd 5 fur, so long
3s they remun la dstknesa sespecting theso
gz, it s seen that God is faittiful i the folfil.
aent of thak porticn of the prophecics ; end tho
wferer ee g, that thos? who conform, to bis to.
Guiremenis Wil be enlightened as be has pto-
wised

CoxvxrsaTiox or Tur Wortt.~Some have
thought that the heathen world were {3 gicld.
ing to the bght of theggspel. Thu isa misiake.
Lt us look ut a few vpatistical facts.  Thereare
aboat 650,000,000 hesthea row, twe thirds of
t.e whole race.  The present missiouary eforta
Lave been in operation bput 40 years, What
has been done during these 40 year by about

ave professed the ‘Chrstian fith,” This waza
1cat work 1 one point of view, bul it was ma-
king comparatively no beadeway in, Christianiz
ing tke heathen world.  Thure are now actus
more heathen than thery were forty yeare a
The progress made, did not kvep pace with N i
increase of the population of heatheri Tandh.
While 80,000 or 40,000 at moat, had crobead -
Christianity abrosd, how wasitat home?! 5;&
ring the saine petind of time wo hare madé
than ooe million ol heatbew sthome. "How frox;
would 1t take vs at this rate to grmrert the heses
then to God 7 1f we showld alfow,, as we b

Mt may be, thit 89,000 will ea: the

and scasons, because 4 incy kmew perfectly,’
s

brace !
| durirg the toming Yor whAt® ghajt’
e b oo, ot Shie’ &{Wﬂ,& nt
then wetld to -“w‘a ity 2=Q el
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