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-. - . th refornming lIine-tse
Isarsniotus llisiop-tso ftnancini Ilerries-tse dip-
losssatic Aditîr-tso pocticai Stranigord, aise a diplo-
nsatists, %vitis Eliis and Posssossby, isis fciiew-iaborcrs
in tise Inst ssarned catcgery-tho gifý.ed Loklisat-
Miss Ferrier and Adatu Fergutsots, connected, tee,
Nvits Sir Walter Scott-Lord Robertson, tise ceavivai
Jssdge-Lord Rustherford, isis acute conipeer-Miss
Ilitiord and strong-iscartcd Ourrer Bell-Colbura,
tise godfatisor te isaif tise isoveis et' tise last hail
cesstiry-Sibtiorp, tise cccentric-the travellid Buck-
in -tsin-Park, tise sculp1 tr-Gurney, tise sisertisand
wrteêr-0. Smiths tise preoenatural-tse centenarian
R'ogers-Black, et' tise .M1oring C1hroxicI-tlse life
proervitsg Captain M)anisy-.zrcldeacess lIare-and
Jessie Lewars, tise friend eof BUrus-tie injured
Baron dle Boidc-and a long filc et' titied naines dis-
tinguisied iii ai tise pursuits et' life. Tise war caime
in for tihe iion's sisare, iu sweepiiig amneng tisose
aiready illustrions, or bail fate perniitted, tisose wvho
wossid hsave bectu se; tise geatie-hcarted, ceurteous
Raglan, tise inirror et' modern chivairy-tse isstrepid
Terrons-tse amiable E steourt--tie untiring Mark-
bisans-tse brave Adans-tue gallasît Cansibeii-tse
honcst'Boxer. assd tise sinfortunate Christie, arc
amînngs t tise mest pretsinent of tise bserces wisenm tise
buliet or tise Onjîneani fever hsave forcibly takea frein
us. Deatis, tee, lias been bsssy with great people in
tise rassk et' oîr Allies, on tise field, on tise w-ave, in
tise Cabinet, in tise private lisesie :-Harispe, Bruat,
Mackeu, Della Marmoera, Nvho feugist se -ii, tse~
painter Isabey, tic statesman Mole, tise poet Midzie-
wit/, tise widow Lavalette, tise viféofet E mile de
Girardins, tise brotîser et' Victor Hunge; Count Bruli,
thse antagessist et' Phsilidor, tise liing et' Chcss ; Kosis-
crew I>acho, tise truce tj>pe eof tise old Osmaali; thse
cisivssrosts Dtske et' Gessea; and Adelaido of Sar-
dinia, tise early lest wife of our noble Piedmonteso
A1iy.-BeiIej's iliscellanyfor Jantiary.

TIIE ORIGIN 0F W1%IIEAT.
Wlseat xnay bc dccmed tise food et' Western civili-

mation, as rice is et' tise sensi-civiiized nations et' tise
East ;-no doubt tise annual consumptien et' nie
over tise whiole globe is usucli greater thai tisat eof
wvisat; yet censidering tise superienity of tIse
peoples il nourisîses, its higiser nutritive preperties,
and its present assd future commercial valie, wlseat
stands *facdle pri? ceps among tise cercals. It cau be
succcssfitiiy cuitivated under a grenIer variety et' soil
assd climate titan any otiser grain. It flourisises un-
der tise cold et' NLortsern Russia, under tise fegs et'
Englasîd, and avesit tise burning ieat et' tise trepies.
It is an article et' regular exportation freint Arcisan-
gel, assd African travellers isifornis uss titat it is
extensively raised for tise subsistance et' tise nebiiity
in tise kiingdom et' iorstou, near tise 'Western shsores
cf Lake Tchad, some 8 deg. te 10 deg. nortis of tise
Equator.

Of its enigin, notising is ccrtainly kueiva. It bas
been citivated since tise earliest records et' authentie
bistery: la ail prebability, at a fan eanlier pet ied iL
VwaS de7clopcd by cultivatin eut et' saine ilid cereal
grass. flecent investigations and cxpèriments show
aimost cenclusively tisat iL may be tisus eriginated
anywitere. Tise experiments in question wene made
ispon tise ./goaovata, a grass ivhicli grows ivild la
Siciiy; a brief accousît ot' thoran wé ecxtact frein
Chsambers' Journal. Thsis grass produces a, susal
secd, and w-len ripe iL is frequcatly gathened in
bundies by the pcasantry, and tise headls soorched in
flaute, wlticli conîsumnes tise husk and board, and
Ibaves tise seeds slightiy roasted. In this state, tlicy

are enten, wviti rclislh, by those whoenn get. notisg
botter. There are titreo or four species of it growing

it arotind the Mediterrancani. In the year 1838, il.
Fabro, an euuightened agrictiturist of Agde, iu tise
south. otf France, considering tisese grasses tb belong
te tise cerclia, begiýn a series eof carcfui experines
on thse i~iosovata, wvith a vicw te ascertain ivhat
aff'ect wouid lie îroducedl upon if, by cultivation. A
plot eof ground, sliitelto by higs 'walis, n-ii sufi.

fciently distant frein. fields of other gramine, ws
prepatred, and ia titis bce sowcd a fow soC(15, i 1838.
The plants grew fronti twcnty to twenty-lotir iuches
higi, and ripened by tise nuiddlo eof July, iii tise foi.
ieîving yenr; and thossgi witli but fcw fertile spike.
lots, tise yicld wvas in proportion eof fivo to one. lie
wvas aiready a nsarked ditrerence ;-iu its %viid state,
tise 21iEydops seidein grows isigior titan front six te
fine incises, witis curvod staiks, bearing a smali, fIat,
rudimentary car, coutaining one or two grains. Thse
stalks arc extreinoly brittle, antd whien fully ripe tln,
cars turn black, and fait off, liko tise laves frein a
troe. lu tisose latter respects, M. Iribrc's crop of
1838 rotainedl its original habit; for tise cars weore
deoidueits, andi tise stock broke off casily; but tisera
was a xnarked difféerence in iseiglit, and ia amotint of
preduce. Tihe secds %veto again sowss, ansd ia 1840
tise spikeicte wcre more iiumerous; scarccly an car
witisost two sccds, and tisese more floury titan befor,
approacising tise elsaracter ot' wiseat. la 1811 tise
reseusisanco to ivbeat, ias stili more observable; thse
cars, whiicis -%vre lcss fiat, Isad, frein two, te tissez
grains, asnd thse beard badl alnsest disappcarcd. Tise
ncxt year, tise plants stood still, baing sligity
attackod by rust; the nusaber of grains, lsowevcr,
was not disninishied. But in 1843, tise delay 'vas
made up; thse stalks grcw three feet ii, nd
stronger, titan in any previeus season ; tise cars coisid
not bc easily broken off; thse grains wcre plunspar;
one of tise plants yicided 380 for one, and anotiser
450 taone. In 1844, every car was fi!l, and tise
grains flot so densely coatcd as before :in 1845, tise
transformation into Nvheatt was cemplete; tilt tise
p)lants were truc reproeîtatives of cuitivated wiseat.
Since 1845, M. Fabre lias sown tise seed obtained
ivith se asucis care, in an opcn field, ansong vineyards,
and by tise roadsidc, Nvith a return-.froin six toe iglit.
t'old. Thse stemns arc straight and strong, tise ears
are round and beardicss, tise grains vcry floury, and
ia ne single instance lias there been any return te tise
formn of thse origisnal zEgilops ovata. Ilere, tisen, in
saven years-if these statements are te be rclied on
-we have a disange cffectcdl by artificial mneans,
which may hoe regarded as one of tise mest cKtraor-
dinary phienomena of cultivation. Botanists have
rcpcatcdiy said tisat Ouir cultivated wlscat once grew
wild in Sicily, flabylonia and Persia, and hore we
have thse explanation. Thse brief acceunit vre have
given of tise history of these cxperiments, shsows by
ivlat a graduai process a wiid and cosnparatively
useless grais w-as convertcd into our nsest valuable
cereal. Tise flrst scientifie agricultîtrists have comae
te tise conclusion tisat tise cultivatcd wiscats are only
races of tise 2Egilopt-and assuming tise facts in tise,
above instance te be corretiy given, it would seenu
that tise question of tise enigin of ivhcat nsay now
be considcred settled. Its production in this manner
gives us reason te suppose that it nover -%vas indigo-
nous te any particular couritry-a supposition -%ybich
its existence in se mxany différent varicties, and tise
contradictery accounts of its enigin, only serve te
confim.

WVo will rentark, in passing, that the saine suppo-
sition may reconcile tise various accounts of thse
origin et' Indian Cern, whicii is only a gigantie grass


