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CHURCH WORK.

LIVING WATER.
RY THE VEN. ARCHDEACON WYNNE. D. D,
Rector of Killarney ; Author of * Faith
and Duty.” cle,

The well-known words of the
prophet Tsaiah, ¢ As the rain cometh
down and the snow fronr heaven, and
returneth not thither, but watereth
the earth, and maketh it bring forth
and bud,” are more clearly under-
stood when you read, ‘ returneth
not thither, until it hath watercd
the earth.”

When we look a little carefully
nto~the figure of speeeh used we
perceive its appropriatemess. The
water which is pow in the ocean
and Jin, the rivers has been wany
times9H the sky. The history of a
single drop tsken out of a glass of
water on your ta¥le is truly a vo-
mantic one. No-$raveller has ever
accomplished' such distances in his
life. That particle may have ve-
flected the -palm trees of coal
islands, and have canght the sun ray
in the arch that spaus a cloud clear-
ing away from the valleys of Cumber-
land or California. It may have
been crrried by the Gulf Stream
from the shores of Cuba and Florids,
to be turned into a ¢ vstal ice beside
the precipices of Spitzbergen It
may have hoved over the streets of
London, and formed part of 2 murky
fog, and have glistened on the young
arass blade of April in Irish fields
It has been lifted up to heaven, and
sailed in great wool-pack clouds
across the sky, forming part of a
cloud-mounntain echoing with thuu-
der. It has huug in a fleecy veil

many miles above the earth at the
close of long seasons of still weather.
Tt has descended many times over in
showers to refresh the eartk, and bas
sparkled and bubbled in mossy foun-
tains in every couutry in Europe.
And it has retwrned to its native

skies, having accomplished its pur-
pose. to be stored once again with
electricity to give it new life-produc-
ing qualities, and equip 18 as Heaven’s
messenger to earth onee more.

All this is but a fuir vnfolding of
the illustration given by lsaiah, in
which he likens the rain and snow
from heaven to the life-giving Word
which goeth forth out of the mouth
of God. The Word is ever one,
ever varied, ever bringing together
earth and heaven.

It is sometimes made a subject of
wonder or complaint that Almighty
God has completed His revelation to
map, and that He does not utter
fresh traths and give forth new
expressions of His Will from time
to time. Let the thought contained
in the prophet’s inspired illustration

Fmeeb this complaint, and suggest the

true .olution of the difficulty.

God's life-giving messenger to
earth—water, in any of its forms—
was long since created by Him.  But
instead of fixing it in the ocean, an .,
éternal stagnant mass, He endowed
it with that wonderful power of
movement and change under the
influences of the sun's heat, of
gravitation, and of chemical furces,
which we haveslightly traced  The
same particle, under the influences
of the sun lifting it up, the attraction
of the earth drawing it down, and
the chemistry of life making and
unmakiz s and - remmaking it, has
caused the living water to be the
messenger of life to ten thousand
living things  Ever active, but still
the same, it has dope its work on
earth, o one can compnte how often,
and then returned to the heavens to
prove once again 3 messenger as
fresh and as full of life as it was six
thousand years ago, unspoiled, un-
exhausted by its many goings and
veturnings.




