
6 CHURCU WORK.

cieties becomne social clubs, and get
rid of the question about seatirig the
poor man in vile raiment, by mak-
ing it practically certain that he xviii
flot corne into the same assembly
with the man.in goodly apparel and
a goid ring.. 'The Saivation Army,'
or any other outside effort, is good
enough for him. And so we look
with compiacency upon the spasmod-
ic movements of ze"ai without know-
iedge, and even patronize them at a
distance as a salve to our conscience,
not perceiving that the necessitv, and
indeed fact of their existence, is a
standing reproach to the Church."

"WVhat wonder, if in this state of
things one-half of our settled ministers
in ail denomninations are unsettled in
their rninds,xvaiting for a 'cal! ' What
worider if the doors of vacant Chur-
ches are besieged by ati army of can-
didates, composed flot oniy of young
nmen wTho are openly iooking for their
first charge,but largely of old sold-
iers, soîiie of whom by unworthy de-
vices conceal the fact of their candi-
dacy ? Sureiy if we need a civil*ser-
vice reformn in the State, there is no
less need of a pastoral-service reform
in the Church. And this reform, to
be effective must begin at the den-
oninationalisrn which fis the ]and
with feebie Churches and half supp-
orted niinisters, and xvastes in sectar-
ian rivairies what ought to go to the
evangelizing of the world."

lIt is the unity of the visible Chur
ch that we are contending for. We
long for Church recognition as the
oniy legitimate and perm-enent em-
bodiment of Christian fellowship.
Mutual recognition aside from the or-
ganie life and work of the Churches,
performed as a holiday parade, and
upon piatforms erect-ed for that spe-
-cial purpose, is littie more than-a con-

fession of the evil, ()f den<'rnnatina-
iism. lIt docs flot appiy an>' natur-
ai remedy ; sweet and pleasant in it
self, it is only a sentiment, an~d iiiiless
it is em~bodied in deeds, it xviii Lval>-
orate in the words that express it.
If it goes no farther, its practîcai eff-
ect is to disparage the Church, and
to alienate tinkingy men fi on beýr
life and ber wvork. What w-e need
is such a mutoîal recognition as wil
lead t1.o co-operation."

"And this Co operaticn must be
within and not outside of the visible
Çhurch. We do not undeî'take to
forecast its methods; but we have a
very distinct prevision of its resuits
First of ai, it xviii prevent the need-
less multiplication of Churches, ahd
the xvaste of Christian means and
energies in particular localities. Se-
condly, it xviii elevate the ministry,
and cuitivate a nobler type of Chris-
tian charpcter, by laying aside petty
rivairies and strife about words and
forîns of worship, whose on]), effect
is the perversion of the hearer, and
by insisting upon the great central
facts and doctrines of Christianity.
Thirdly, it wiil add immense resour-
ces and give a new impulse to the
missionary work of the Church, wbich
is the chief abject of ber existence ;
and it xviii give nexv life and efficacy
ta that work, by presenting a uriited
front and lifting up high above al
sectarian colors the common banner
of Christianity before the heathen
world."

Rev. Lyman Abbot D.D., LL. D
(Congregationlist), Editor of the
Clt?istian Union, says ;

" May I be allowed to, add one et-
ther suggestion ? At present pulpit
exchanges between Spiscopalians
and non-Episcopalians are unknown,
and I suppose are not in'accordance
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