
nje Nont anb loreign rUtiab.

New Hebridean Sketches.

No. XI.

A NATIVE MÂRRIAGZ.

First- Gettiug_ ait rttrodicio.-Tliis v*a-
ries according to cireuimstances. Wc may,
bie able to stite severul of the plans adoptcd'
by the young saiter and bis fricnds, bitt we
will commence witlî the o lt natural and
sensible, and if space permit perhaps others
may be given.

A fine young luai, athletic aud band-
sorne, chanices to sec a pretty maiden sitting
with a group of young girls aud old wouien
under the cool shiade of some great palm or
cocoa troc in front of their village, as hie
passes on to bis 'iwn village, aud that niglit
bis sloop is banished witlî golden dreams of
future bsppiness. He awakis as darkness
merges into day, and discovers that it is but
a dream. But ho caunot furget it; and as
lio allows bis mind to go back to the lhappy
Party lie saw last eveuing ut the village, hKe
al most see the mild facecof his gentlefrlnd.
He thinks cf thîe fair eue, nnd canniot get
her out of his tbougbts. Ris state cf sus-
pense he eau endure ne longer, aud lie gees
te sorte particular frienci and tells liui lie
is Ilaiyui,>r -sweet in his heart towards, tlîis
vouug lady, and asks bixu te assist bim.
Ëis firiend undertales te go te the yotuug
lady and tellilber luow bis yonng frieud is
bouud up in ber, and bie also tells bier wvbat

a lnofelo b i-so handsome, se yeung
se kind, howv every person likes him, sud
bow aIl the belles cf bis own villag are so0in love with hlm that tbey are fadilig auvay
int a preinature grave 1

Ail tbis time sbe is cither sitting witb
ber boad restiug ini ber bauds, or stan~ding a
short distance off ivitb bier face turucd away
frorn tbe speaker, and confusedly fingeriug
the felde cf bier drcss or pickiug the loose
pieces cf barlz off mille tree. Afrer hie has
given the last touch te the picture cf hier
.bappiness, if sbe will but accedo te the pro-
posaI cf bis young friend, he pauses te ask
ber ivbat ber 'Ilinliin-uiop-om" (beart or
mind) is. If she is quite willing te east in
bier lot witb beryoung friend, she ivill reply
that she is sîvce in her heart tiuards hlm ;
but if only out of respect te ber friend sud
sympatby wiith bim in bis trouble, she will
simply ssy, "let upene" (it iii goed.) The
eld mnu returus te tell of bis suieeess te bis
youug firiend, wbo on beariug it suddcnly
spriugs te bis feet and bounds into the air,
sud thon iu a stoopiug position be runs for-
ward clappiug bis bands for joy, sud ex-
claimin, "hibohal! cbeh! naiirinaig nk,
etmakz run' ti intas unyak, kis idini aeaig
ainysk1 'tum tau mipeno irak! Mun atime
alupasssin.ysk " (Good l nover! Miycoin
passion on youmuy father! lanunuge fails.
DidI ne:say soi How it suits iao! arn

benceferward a great chief!) But I must
htisten on or m 'y l etter %vilI be flaislicd lio-
fore I've get the hîappy paîir insrried.

iI.-COURTSHIIP.
The younig in now begins te make

presents te the parents cf thîe young lady,
and aIse te bei-self, and ses but litile cf the
fauîily, but knows it is all righit. Blut tiew
a storun tlireateus te sweep over the island ;
ail the yenug mnen are mnad witli jcalousy
and rage, foir thuey DIl waut bier uow, suld
thev caiuot brooli- the ides cf a stripling
frein, siotlier part of thec isluînd eoming sudà
carrying off one cf theur village niaidens,
wbien there arc many better sud o!der nien
iiilher cwn village Nylio bave ne %vives, snd
one cf tbem lias bad bis mmnd quite muade
up teop thîe question te lier hiîn-;elf s0
sooîî as bis piq9s aire fattened anîd luis 3jaiw;
ripe. But lier lever lias ne ides cf g1ii
hier tip; aud lus fricnds wvorhk liard for lim;
but as muary of thic disappointecd youtb's
friends are usiug their vile toxîgues te in-
jure thîe euly eue lie loves, or ever did love.
The cld sud youug women cf the girl's
town are up in srms against tbe suecessful
suitor, and tbey ncot as a comîinittoe cf the
Gazette Club te devise planis te rulu the

y oung mau'ps eharacter, and licrald it te al
bis sud bier friends. This they do noiela

?Injure hhn of course, buit because 1hezj are se
pure at hcart themselves and therefore griered
at auytbing sud everytbiug that is ignoble
iii ethers. They are ledl ou by some old
dame cf the towvn, a regular eueyclopaýdin,
wbo truamps Up a gi-est mountain of untold
sins and fiiatiens agsiust the youag lsdy's
lover, and hasteus (out1 of the Veruj essence oj'
sypapatn,' of couirse) te tell tbe poor déeeled
~iri, sud as s truc friend implores ber, as
she values lier owa happiness, te have noth-
ing te do wvitb bim. Before sbe leaves tlie
girl the Eveinq Gazette cornes iu, aud slin
cerroborates all hier mate tek]; and b>' thie
way cf supplemeuting tbc facts just men-
tioned by her friend, she states tlint thme

oung mn wo bias se sbamefully treatedl
hr is eugag<,ed te net fewer tbsn five or six

other young ladies, and it is quite truc, for
sbe saw birn witb lier own cyes spcskiug te
al young lady, sud a friend of bers saw hinm
siinùq as bie passedl anot'ber the other eve-
mnu. Aud next, t'ho youug mn wbo in-
tena'e te ask. the irl se seen ais bis pgs
were fat sud luis yams ripe is mentioiie te
the girl as a nlost suitable hnsband fer ber,
sud aus a pr>of cf bis sineere mtachbnent
aime mentions that ho bas tlurcatened te des-
troybhis rivai's plnation, spetur bis pigs,
sud omaud frein the vfllagers wbere ulh
rival beloug-s an oId militis mnusket 'wlicli
bis grealt grandfathor gave tbem in cx-
change for a lîog -wibie lias been esten
yesrs gene by. If this docs net change the
youug lady's mind she is furtber told that
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