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ASTROKOITZ.

THE RAINBOW.

{The follawing refl-ctions on this phencmencn
are «(rricted from a work of covsiderable
taleat. Me Burke's « Beauties, Harmouies,
and Sublimities of Nature, )

The ports feigned the ruinbow to be the
residence of certain nerial creatures, whose dey
Fght it is to wanton in theclouds.  Milton, is
bis exquisite pastoral deama, thus a'iudes to
this Piatonic idea —

I tock it fur 2 fuiry vision

OF same gay creature 1 the element
That in the colours of the rainbow live,
And play i th° plighted ctouds.

" The rainbow, which, not improbably, first

eigg sted the idea of arches, !‘I_n"m;_ih beautiful

in ah cwontsies, is more particalsrly so in
mountsinaus anes 3 for. independent of their
froquency. it isimpossible to cin.ceive any arch
more grand (T we except the duuble ting of

Sarvro) thaa when its extreme points rest

upon tha eguosite. sides of a wide valley. or on

the praked su nmits of precipitate mountains.

Ove of the gleties which ¢ s4id to surround
the tirone of hicaven is a rainhew Le an emo-
rald. 0 the Apaczlypse it is detcribed as en-
encing the hoad of an angel t in Fzekiel,
f.ur cherubiom are compaced 1oa cloud, arehed
with it and nothing, wut of the Hebrew
serip-ures. can esceed the teauty of that pas.
Sage in Miton. where he desceibes its ercation
4d iis Bestupprarapee,

alhere is # peuse ripresenting thisem-

fem uf merey, 10 admirably puinted, in the
catte of_Amigas, in thecircle of Augrja. that
the grod dvie of Tuseiny o red a buadred
lll.u:;sxud er wis for jt,  Rubers frequentiy

fave animugiun o piccures. whicl had il

beside to intggest e “¥e of ihe spectator, by

wintipg ths phenone non~one  of Gaido ¢,

best pivees regresonts the Viegin and Infam
5" sioid syaudof e Viry

S Loregoyiwere imbeddvd pracioud gtoncs of

hit‘iii';'zb‘j_ _rastibidi o acet nund the niche in
*
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various lustees, fvraing a rainlow of variau
colatrs.

The rainbers of Greentard gre frequently
af 2 pale white, fringed with 4 brownish yeole
low —aviviug feom gl TAYS ultie sua being
retlcied 100: 4 fiezan ¢oag. In leelind it ia
called the 1hidge of the Guds— and the Scane
divavians gave 1t for gagdian a being el
fed Heind s oer They soppesed it to counest
aeaven with cacth.  Uiliag and Hougner de.
seribe gireala ruinbyad, Which are fregaently
seen ou (ke mauntelis, risiag ahyre Quito,y in
the hingriom of Poru, while Edwid ascerts,
that a ral g wrs s vear London. caused
by the exhalim. 508 ghat €ityy after the sua
had set more than toeity minutes. A paval
friend, (oo, i fins 1y teat wg be wes ong
day watchiog v

s effeet tpon ke exhalae
tious, near Jur, Feeisudez, Le saw upwards
of five aud twenty ivis w2einee avimate the soa
at the same time, g ihese marine-hows the
concave sides wers turncd apwurds - the draps
€ water risfog frum Below. and net failing

from above, s in (ko ingtunces of aerial arch-
0% Tley zre s 2tinnes formed also, by
waves Gashus.r FEADL the Techs, us may fres
quenitly be seer o he ez of Caraacvan,
teribneth, Pembicie, Cardigar:, »d Care

marthen, S Al ek

Insme raintaw; may he diceoverad three
arches within the purale of the camaan hows
L yellowish green, dukor £roen, purple—2,
green, purple—$8, green, Durple, !{ax’nb&ws,
00y 2re someti ves seen whog the hezr frastis
desceuding s and Captain Pareye in his ste
‘empis to reach the Nogth 2o’ Ly Lozts aad
’:lcdges W a fax how, and sin fess t’nen&uo
retes formed within the imain ouge; beautiluliy
co'oured, :

Aristotie states, that he was ha HATRIS
SVEr SAW & luiir rainbnw - he' sow ity wo
in fifty years. 120 assuredly £ eits e was iffa
first who ever descfibed one mince ffim'a'f‘tﬁi se

hows must byve been (il';s‘l‘l::rcd' in’ o '):éc‘s.
That it was witknain 63585 Mhroes; f
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