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(Address of retirirkz Prepident before Amnerlean Associatlon for the Adyancemcnt
of Science. Montreai, August 25th, 1882).

The chainge in the constitution cffected at our last meeting,
extending the scopie of tise Association and di'iding it into Dne
sections, cadi with a Vice-President, whose duty it is to deliver au
an addrcss to the section over whichi he p:-esides, lias relieved tise
retiring President Prom attemupting a zgeneral review of the pro.
g«ress of science during the p.ist yezzr. I turn, therefore, to a
more special subjeet, and invite your -attention this evening te a
sketch of tise progress of' Aniericzin ïMineralogy since the comn-
mencement of this century, with partieular reference to, the
labors of some of the carly workers in the science on this conti-
nent. During the las t quarter of the eighteenth century, wisile,
gyreat; activity existed and rapid advanee was made in the study of
chemistry and nuineralogy in Europe, ahnost nothing %vas :sccom-
plishcd in this new country. It is truc that students in other
departmcnts of science, espeeially members of the medical pro-
fession in the cities of Plsiladelphia, New York and Boston,.
attenspted to arouse nu intercst in mineraiogy, believing that the
diffusion of a knowledge of this science would be of the utmost
importaince in the material developmcnt of the country. There
were, however, no text.books to aid the inquirer. There werc,
no collections of minerais to stimulate the student. In the ab-
sence.of these 'it was almost impossible that an interest in this
science should be fostered, or thot a spirit of investi gation should
be awakened. As thc firat distinct beginning o? the science, t
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