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Jesus, aud made huu the Saviour of the world, belicves 1 the same
Hlanuer, i. 6. rests upon the truth and puwet of God , and this belief of
the promuse of ciernal life, through a crucificd Saviour, is just of the
same kind as Abraliam’s faith—the object only different. And there-
fore all they of this fuith are blessed with believing Abraham.

The disungdishing peculiarity of Abrabam’s belief was, that contra-
1y to all evidence frum the reasun and nature of things, he embraced,
with undoubting confidence, the promise , obviating all the arguments
againsi lus confidunce, ansing from nawre and the corumon lut of men,
Ly the puwer and faithfulness of God. Now he that believes that
through the deaih and resurrection of Jesus Cluist, God will pardon
Lint, account hin rightcous, raise him up at the last day, and bestow
on lim cternal ufe, bulieves in the same manuer, (though the object be
different) as Abraham did. For though in the reason and -nature of
things there is nothing to warrant such a confidence, yct the divine
puwer aud veracity are sufficient to overbalance all doubt and conjec
ture upon the question—How can this be?

When we talk of believing in the same maaner, it is in accordance
with common usage. Tor, in fact, there is but one manner of believ
iug any thing , and that is by receiving the testimony of another as
true.  Faith never can be more or less than the persucsion of the truth
of narrative or of testimony, whether oral or written. The only dis-
tinction on this subject, which has any foundation in reason or revela
tion, is this—hat the offcet of believing is suinetimes called faith, which,
in this acceptation, is equivalent to confidence. For example, A. tells
i that the ice on the Ohio river is strung enough to sustain my weight
un the back of iny horse. I believe his testimony, and my faith or con-
fidence is such that 1 hazard my horse and my person on the ice.—
Faith, then, is sometimes used to denote the effect of believing. But
still, when the grand question concerning faith comes to be discussed,
there can be ouly une faith, and that is the belief of nistory, or the be-
lief of testimony oral or written. Auy operation of the mind detached
from testimony way be called peicepuon, apprehension, memory, ima-
gination, or what you please, but faith it cannot be. Any feeling of
the mind may be called hope, love, fear, joy, peace, zeal, anger, or
what you please , but faith it caunot be. A man might as reasonably
talk of seeing without light, as of belivving without testimony.

Now the true faith lias, in all ages, buen one and the same thing, in
kind, if not in degree.  The “true faith™ has ever been the belief of all
the revelation extaut at hat tiune. Hence Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abra
kam, Isaac, Jacol, Moses, &c. were all justfied by beleiving the com-
manications made to them. Sou Paul teaches, Hebrews, xi. Noah be
cvame heir of the rightevusness which came through faith, by believing
God’s promise concerning the deluge, and Abraliam by believing,  So
shall your seed be.”

System-makers, to form a theory in the crucible of their invention,
say, that “ all were justified by believing the same thing.” But this
no man living is able t6 show. ¥t is true, I contend, that the ground
work of sabvation by faith was erther prospectively, oi retrospectively
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