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. SCHOLARS NOTES.
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(From IPestminster Questis

LESSON I1X. % L
1 Sam, 18: 1.18.

Deo. 2, 1883.]
DAVID'S EN EMY—SAUL..
COMMIT TO MEMORY VS: 14, 16. .
. . <

1. And it came to pass, when he had mado an
end of speaking unto Saul, that the soul of Jon.
athan was kolt with the soul of David, and
Jouathan loved him as his own soul.

2, And Saul took him that day, and would
let him go no more home to hisfather’s house.

8. Then Jonathan and David made.a coven.
ant, because he loved him as his own soul.

4. And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe
that was upon him, and gave it to David, and
hisgarments, even 1o his sword andto his bow,
and 10 bis girdle, .

§. And David went out whithersoever Saul
sent him, and behaved himself wisely : and S8aul
set him over the men of war,” and he was ac.
cepted in thesight of all the people, and aiso in
tho sight of Baul’s servants.

6. And it came to pass as they eame, when
David was returned from the slaughter of the
Phllisting, that the wonsen came out of all the
cities of Isracl, singing and dapcing, to mest
king 8aul, with tabrets, with joy, and with. in-
straments of music. . .

7. And tho women answered one another fs
they played, and said, Saul hath slain his thou.
sands, and David his ten thousands.

8. And Saul was very wroik, and tho saying
displeased him ; and he saild, They have ascribed
unto David ten thousands, and to me they have
ascribed but thousands: and what can he have
morg but the kingdom ?

0. And Saul eyed David from that day and
forward. .

10. And it came to pass on the morrow, that
the evil spirit from God cameupon Saul, and he
prophesied in the midst of the house: and David
played with his hand, as at other times; and
there was ajavelin in Saul’s hand. )

11, And Saul castthe javelin; for he sald, 1
willsmite David even to the wall with it. And
David avoided out of his presence twice.

12, And Sanl was afrald of Davld, because the
é..or;i was with him, and was departed from
aal. .
13. Therefore Saul removed hira from bim, and
made hlm his captaln over & thousand: and he
went out and came in before the people. )

14. And David behaved himself wisely inall
his ways; pnd the Lord was with him. .

15-Welercfore when Saulsdtw that he behaved

himseif very wisely, ie was afraid of bim.

16. But all Israel and Judab loved David, 'be-
cause he went out and came in before them.

GOLDENTEXT.—“ And David behaved him-
self wisely in ail his ways; and the Lord as
with him."—1 Sad. 18: 14,

TOPIC.—Safety In God's favor,

LESSON. PLAN.~1. THBE KiNe's Exvy Ex-
CITED, vs. }-8. 2. His ATTEMPT TOo KILL
Davip, vs §-11. 8. His SNARES To DESTROY
Hix vs. 12-16.

Time.~n.c. 1083. Place.—Gibeah.

LESSON NOTES.

V. 1, KNIT wIiT—as threads are intertwisted
so that they seem to bes but one, {Compare
Gen. 44:80,) V.2 Go X0 MORE—that]s, to stay
permancotly. V. 8, MADE A COVENANT—eN-
tered into an agreement of perpetual friend.
ship. V.4, RoBE—outer garment. GARMENTS
~military cont. GIRDLE—it was customary tn
make presents of richly-smbreidered girdles ag
tokens of friendship.  Jounuthun removed the
garments of tbe shepherd and clothed David

to anequality with himself. V.5 WEXT 0UT~—
on military expeditions. WISELY~prudently.
ACCEPTED—ADPproved. V.6, PUILISTINE—bere
used as A noun of multitude; it probably refers
to victorles gained in thoe expeditions spoken of
inv. 5 TiLE WOMEN CAME oUT—this was the
custom in ancient timesg: ths men fought; the
womeu greeted themn when they returned from
battle. CITIES OF ISRAEL—throngh which the
returning armies passed. TABRETS—tabour-
ines. INSTRUMENTS OF MUSIC—I{terally,*three-
stringed ’or **three.sided " instruments; either
the lute with three strings or the triangle, pro-
hably the latter, V. 7. ANSWERED--sang re-
rponsively, one chorus to another. One purt
probably sang ¢ SAUL ITATH SLAIN,” 6tC,, and
the other respouded ** Davinete. V.0 EYED
Davibp—Iooked upon him with envy, V. 10,
THE EVIL SPTRIT FROM LOD--a demon § acase
of demonincaipossession like those mentioned in
tbe New Testament. PROPITESIED~—raved in o
jraniio ianner underthe impulseof the demon,
PLAYED—upon the harp, as before (ch, 10: 10),
to qulet his ravinge. V, 13, REMOVED HIM
FROM d—dismissed him from his court, and
sent him tohisarmy with a mililary command
as an honorable exiie. WENT OUT AND CAME
iN—attended to his official duties, V. 14 THE
LORD WAS WITIT 1M —prospered him in all his
undertakings, V. 15. WAS AFRAID OF IIIM—
men are often atrald of those they have injured,
V. 16. LovED DAvVID—the very means used to

public nolice and advanced him in the esteem
of the nation,

TEACOINGS :
1 An unselfish spirit glves true nobility to its
POSSEESOT.

2. A selfishand jealous spirit makes men mur-
dercrs in heart, if not in act.

3. Wisdom and prudence inour conduct have
great power to disarm malice and multiply
friends.

4. God will overrule, and finally bring to
naught, the counsels of the wicked.

5. He will take cars of his servants, and glve
them what I8 far better than earthly honor.

] of the month ; for he was

with tho garb of & prince, thus admitting him }

diminish bis influence brought him fnto more.

v " LESSON' X. .
Dec. 8, 1883.] B de_n.’?&):s_&ﬂ.
DAVID'S FRIEND-JONATHAN..
COMMIT TO-MEMORY: VS. 41-42.

82, And Jouathan answered Saul his fathers
and said unto him, Wherefore shall he be slain?
what bath he done ? o,

83, And Saul cast a'javelin at him tosmite
him: whereby Jonathan knew that it was de-
termined of his father to slay David.

34. 8o Jonathan arose from the tablo in fierce
anger, and did .eat no meat the. second day
)] rieved for David, be-
cause his'father had done'him shame. -

35 And itcame'to passin tho morning, that
Jonathan went out into the fleld a2t the.time
tlt\)ispo!nted with ‘David, and a lttle lad with

m, :

36."And. he sald unto hislad;~Run, find out
now the arrows which 1 shoot. And as thelad
ran be shot an arrow beyond him. - .

87. And when the Jad was come {0 the place
of the arrow which Jonathan had shot, Jona-
than cried after the lad, and said, {s notthe ar-
rowbeyond thee? . -

88. And Jonathan cried after the lad, Make
speed, haste, stay not. And Jonathan’s lad
{;n.thered up the arrows, and came to his mas.
er. _. . . )

89. But, thelad knew not apything:onlyJona-
than and David knew the matter.

40. Ana Jonathan gave his artillery unto- his

Ix;.{l, and sald unto him, Go, carry them to the
city. ’ .
41, And assoon as the lad was gone, David
arose out of a place toward the south,.nnd fell
on his face to the ground, and bowed himself
three times: and they, kissed one another, and
wept one with another, until David exceeded.

42. And Jonathan sald to David, Go in penace,
forasmuch as wo have sworn both of us in the

.name of the Lord, saying, The Lord be between

me and thee, and between my seed and thy
sced for ever.. And he arose and depuarted ; and
Jonathan went into the clity.

GOLDEN TEXT.—“A man that hath friends
must show himselt friendly; and there is a
friend that sticketh closer than & brother.”—

Prov. 18: 24,
TOPIC.—True Christian Friendship.

LESSON PLAN.—~l. JONATHAN INTERCEDES
FOR DAvID, v8. 82.34. 2. HE WARNS HIM OF
HIS DANGER, VS.-35-10. 3.  HE RENEWS HIS
COVENANT WITH 1), VS 41:42,

Time.—p.C. 1062 Place.—At the stone Ezel,
near Gibeah.

LESSON NOTES.

-V, 32, TONATHAN ANSWERED--at the risk of
furtber enraging his father, he stands firmly by
his absent friend. WHRAT HATH HE DONE~a
true answer would have been David’s best de.
fence. V. 83. CAST A JAVELIN AT LIf—Jona.
than's defence of David only added fuel to his
father'srage. V. 84. IN FIERCE ANGER-—at the
unreasouable conduct. of his father. Was
GRIEVED FOR DAVID—bo did not resent the in-
sult offered to himself 80 miich as the wrong
done to his friend, V.. 35. MORNING—oOf the
third day. (Seev. 19.). V.36, BAID UNTO HIS
LAD—this was the signal agreed upon to signify
to David that he must flee for his life. 5 83,
HASTE, STAY NOT--wOrdS spoken. o the boy,
but initended for David. V. 30. KNEW NoT—
did not understand the meaning of what he had
seen and done. V. 4). ARTILLERY—an old Eng-
lish word used for weapons, a8 bow and arrows.
Go--ho wished no ona to witness. his jnterview
with David, V.4l FELLON IS FACE . . .
BOWEDP—In tokea of gratitude and loyalty to
Jonathan asthe Ring's son.  KiSSED, ., WEPT
affection, gratilade, sorrow. V. 4 GO IN PEACE
-1t was not safe to linger, and he hastens his
friend’s departure. FORASMUCH AS WE IIAVE
SWORN~lhey had made this covenant of friend-
ship attheir flrst ncquaintance (ch. 18:6); they
bad confirmed itjwhen they were lest together
(vs. 14-17): they now rencwed it at parting.
‘Then they parted to meet only onco more. -

TEACOINGS

1. Selishness leads to hatred, hatred to malice,
and malice-to murder.

2. We should chooso our friends among the
good aud the true.

8. True friendship will stand frm in {ime of
trial, reproach and danger. .

It is disinterested and self-sacrificing,

5. Jesus is o Friend that sticketh closer than
a brother, . - . :

THE LORD’S MONEY.

- “Bertie, Bertie, isn’t this a shame 7’ cried
little Caspar Deems, as he held up a silver
quarter for his older brother Jim to look
at. .

It was a bright quarter, and at first sight
there was nothing the matter with it, but
closer inspcetion showed that it had been
bored,and the hole had afterwards been care-
fully filled up.

“They wouldn’t take it where I bought
my slate,” said Caspar rvefully, “and then
Itried to pass it at the cundy-shop, and the
lady shook her head, and when I offered it
to the conductor of the car, he.was quite
cross, and asked meif I didn’t knowhow to
read. When I said ¢ Yes, of course I did,’
he pointed to a notice in big letters, “ No
mutilated coin received here.” What shall
Tdo with it 7" finished the little fellow with
a sigh, :

“You have no idea who gaveit fo you,
have you, Caspar ?” said Bertié. :

“Not the least. It is.part of the change
I ha;§1 from Uncle Jobn’s Christmas gift to

& Well,iybu;must‘be‘ sharper next time,
Now, if I-were you; I would put it into
the Missionary Box. - The Society will work
it offsomehow.” = - T

“But I don’t wantto put a whole quarter
in the box.” o o

“Itis not a whole quarter, Casp, it’s a
quarter that’s had a ﬁc&e in it. Nobody'll
take it from you. -You may just as well get
rid of it in- that way asany other.”

Bertie :and- Caspar Hall were in their

lace.” They thought themselves- alone.

ut. just on the other side of a curtain
which . divided the room from the parlor,
their little cousin Ethel.was sitting. - As
Caspar moved towards the mantel where
the family missiqnary box ‘stood "in . plain
sight, Ethel drew the curtain aside and spoke
to him. T :

“Boys,” she said, “I did not mean to listen
but I could not help overhearing you, and
Caspar,dear, don’t drop that quarter into the
box, please.,” .

“Why not, Ethe] 7"

“The Lord’s money goes into that box.”

Bertie looked up from his Latin grammar
to meet the glowing face of the little girl.
Her eyes were shining, and her lip quivered
a little, but she spoke gravely. *~

“It was the lamb without blemish, don’t
you know that the Hebrews were t6 offerto
the Lord, Ifyou saw Jesus here in this
room, you wouldn’t like to say, ‘I give this
to Thee, because nobody- else will have it.’
It was gold, frankincense, and myirh the
wise men offered the infant Jesus.”

The boys drew nearer Ethel. She went
om. »

It isn’t much we can give to him who
gave himself to us, but I believe we ought
to give him our best, and what costs us
something. Excuse me, but it seems mean
to drop & battered coin into God’s treasury,
just to get it out of sight.”

Caspar and Bertie - agreed with Ethel.
They were about to do wrong from want of
thought, Are there no older people who
should remember that the Lord’s money
ought to be perfect, and of our best 1—i,
E. Sangster. .. .

. ———

DIRECT ANSWERS. -

“ Aunt Patsy,” said I, “ I believe in direct,
immediate answers to prayer, aud I know
youdo, but I do not think I ever experien-
ced one; at least I cannot now put my
finger on any special event, and say that it
came 8s an answer to prayer—can youl?”

“I have no doubt, my dear,” answered
my sweet, quiet old iady, “that in my long
life I have had many prayers answered,
which I have not the grace to remember;
some that I do remember, I could not talk
ahout, even to you ; butif it will strengthen
your hold on God’s willingness to hear and
answer his children, in things small and
great, I will tell you of two experiences
which lie so far back that I can with less
hesitation lift the silence with which we
we do well to cover those solemn mys-
teries.

“Years ago, when I wasa youn§ mother,
with a nursery full of little ones, I was un-
avoidably alone with them in our conntry
home for some weeks. During a bad spell
of weather Reuben was seized with croup,

and more, his high feveranddisordered con-
dition made me very uneasy about him,
I was in feeble health myself at the time,
and I remewber one stormy night when
Reuben was drawing harsh, painful breaths
in his sleep, and coughing in that sharp me-
tallic way, and baby was tossing in a burn-
ing fever, and I myself utterly prostrated:
with nights of watching and days of anx-
iety, Ilocked my doors, and threw myself

kneel ; but from my great need and help-
lessness went uﬁ a cry for strength to meet
whatever God should send, and then I went
to sleep, between these two -sick children !
And Renben did not coughagain that night,
and I waked the next morning, when the
sun came in at the window to find Will in
such a gentle, moist slumber as he had not
known%or a week. ¢ Heknoweth our frame
and remembereth that we are dust.’

“The other experience takes hold of
higher things; For many years after I had’
been a member of the church, I had adearly
loved friend who did not make any public
profession of faith, though her hope was
the same as mine, and her daily life gave
surer proof of her walk with God. Igrieved

exceedingly over the difficulties that held her

.| might share the blessed privilege with me.

father’s library when this conversation took’

and as baby Will’s eye-teeth pressed more,

on the bed, too much exhausted even to.

Jback, and on one communion Sundsy,when
she left my sideand satamong those who did
not call theniselves God’s childrep, I felt asif
I could no longer bear theseparation. I re-
‘solved to make it a matter of special inter-
cession, 1ot only in my daily” prayers, but
patticularly during the Sunday morning
church hour that by the next communion
season, which occurred in three months, she

I asked my father and'mother, and my two
brothers and their wives, to join me in this
petition at that eleven o’clock hour of prayer
on Sunday morning, when almost all the
Christinn world turntheir faces heavenward
but I said nothing of all this to the’friend
herself, .

“ It shames me to say how much surprise
mingled with my joy, when, a few days be-
fore the next communion, she said to me,
‘M-, 1 have been to see the Session, and
am to be admitted to church membership
next Sunday.’

“T had knocked, like the boy in the story,
‘and had not awaited for the answer. But
our Father is alwaysmore ready to give than
‘we are to receive.

“ And now, my dear, let me remind you
of o eentence of Bishop French, which is
better than anything I can have to ted you:
¢ Prayer is not an overcoming of God’s re-
luctance, but & laying hold of his highest
willingness.’ "—Illustrated Christian Weekly.

R, ——

TO OUR WORKERS,

The premiums of pictures which we gave
last year to the workers for the Northern
Messenger having afforded universal satisfac-
v:ion to their recipients, we shall repeat such
premiums this season. A full description
of the pictures will be given in our next
issue. .

—_———

MonTrEAL Darny WiTNEss, $3.00 ayear
post-paid. MoNTREAL WEERLY WITNESS,
81.00 a year, post-paid. WEERLY MESSEN-
GER, 50 cents ; 5 copies to onc address, $2.00.
Jerx Doveart & Sox, Publisliers, Montreal,
Que. :

, —————

TO SUBSCRIBERS IN THE
UNITED STATES.

Our subscribers throughout the United
States who cannot procure the international”
Post Office orders at their Post Office, can
get instead & Post Office order, payable at
Rouse’s Point, N. Y., which will prevent
much inconvenience both to ourselves and
snbscribers.

NOTICE

CLUB RATES.

TaE CruB RATES for the “MESSENGER,"”
when sent to one address, are as follows:—

lecopy, - - - - 30 cents
10copies - - - -8 250
25copies - - - - - 6 00
50 copies- - - - - 11 60
100 copies- - - - - 2200
1,000 copies- . - - - 20000

Jory DouearrL-& Soy, i
Publishers, Mpntreal.

Epps CocoA.—GRATEFUL Ag OMTFORT-
56.—“By a thorough knowledge of the |
natwal laws which govern the operations of
digestion and nutrition, and by a careful
application of the fine properties of well-
selected cocoa, Mr. Epps has provided our |
breakfast tabies with a delicately flavored
beverage which may save us many heavy
doctors’ hills, It is by the judicious use of
such articles of diet that & constitation ma
be gradually built up until strong enoug
to resist every tendency to disease. Hun-
dreds of subtle maladies are floating around
us ready to attack wherever there is 4 weak
suint.” We may escape many a fatal shaft

y keepirg ourselves well fortified with
pure blood and & properly nourished frame.”
—Civil Service Gazetts—Made simply with
boiling water ormilk. Sold onlyin packets
aud ting (§ Ib. and 10.) by grocers, Jahelled
—James Ep%s & Co., Homeeopathic Chem-
ists, London, Eng.”
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THE NORTHERN MESSENGERIs printed and pub-
lisbed on the 1st and 15th of every maqnth, at Nos. 33
85 and 37 St. James street West, Montreal, by John
Dougall & Son, composed of John Dougall, 6f New
York and John Redpath Dougall and J. D, Dougall,

of Montreal.
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