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will send to New 'York for thern-and, look hierel!" Shie took
fronii lier pocket a littie golden key, and, going to the old
secretry, opened its case of small interior drawers, one af ter
the otl)er, ail of~ themi- fui) of jeweis-rubies, sapphires. eme-
raids, diaiiuonds, pearls, grolden trixikets of cvery kind. Gloria
iooked oni in a kind of rapture, clasp.ng lier small hands, and
Ljaculatiing, O! 0 0 O bow sple-ndid ! How inagnificent!

I wili Ien von somne of these to wear. There shall not bc
a girl. half so riclily dressed as you iii ail the land. But you
ii.iY. promise me tbat you xviii never xnarry John Preston
neyer, und(er any cir-cuiiistances."

I aui ready to p)romise that, grandiia. I doiu't care rnuch
for ixu. I liat no other coxnpany, and John loves mie so ; it
xvas can amiusem).ent."

" Amuse yourseif as rnucb as you desire xvith him. The more
you disappoint John Preston the more I xvili give you. Every
tîmie you make imii suflýr shah i be a freslh pleasure to you; 1l
promise i. -But, remember, if you ever marry bini, I xviii
torture you into the (grave;* yes, I xviii if 1 amn (lad, I xviii
ccnwc back to do it.'

Grnîi,-you bave rny promise. I won't break it."
Thiexi iiiiad;tti took a peari ring f rom lier ow,ýn band and put

it uponi Gioria's. "I binid vou xvith this r-ing,," she said ; if
y'ou break your promise, vou wiMi bc sure to have sorroxv upon
sorroxv."J The girl xvsiiucbi impressed by xnadam's iiianner;
she iooked at tbe ring xvith feair, almiost xvith aversion; but sUc
(lid not dare eithier to reject, the gage, or to reinove it.

"Now, let us finish our chocoiaLe. Soine day, if you do as 1
desire yoti. alil the jewves xviii Uc vour oxvn. Tb7ley are a great
fortunie. Thiey xviii be your fortune if your lUusband pleas.,es me."

"1id grranulpa give you themr ? Or xvere you very rieh before
you narried li* in ?

No one lad ever prcsumed to ask madami personal questions
before. For a momient hier angrer rose, but a singile glance at
Gloria showcd lier tbat the question was one of simple grirlishi
curiosity. An expression of singular softness carne over bier,
axJ, xvith eves and voice full of 'sa(lness of retrospection, she
ansxvered: « Your grandfather gave mie ail ~in tiu three top
draxvers, on the ef t side. Mv father-in-laxv, C aptain Burke
Br-iffaitV', gave me ali the x'est ;'and sbe againi looked up at tUe
picture, as if there xverc somne intelligence betxveen. tbem.

"lie xnus liave beexi very rîcb. How conld Uce buy s0 many
jcxeels?'

H Fe *boughit themn xvith bis sxvord ? 1le xvas at tUe capture
of Panatm, mnd maiiy other c..ptures

'Did you xîot biaxe soute xvben yon marricd ?

uWas your father richi ?"
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