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Lhemselves in assemblies, prescribes the length of their coat-
skirts, and dictates their religious creed. If, instead of content-
ing, himself with slaves who only aped civilization, he had striven
to create a people, capable and worthy of culture, hie mîght have
spared himself ail these minute details; hie would have produced.
less striking, instantaneous efforts, but his work would have been
more durable, and his fame more elevated. His wae one of' the
monarch minds, Nvho coin their age, and stamp it with their own

image and superscription; but bis glory
Swould have been greater ifhle had thought

less of himself and more of the real in-
ilterest of bis country. If hie had attempted
to, t couvert his subjeots from cattie into

menp he need not have been so eternally
U haunted by the phantom of returning bar-

Ibarism-, destroying, after bis death ail the
S labour of his lifetime, and which he could

exorcise only by shedding the blood of
___ _____ bis son. Vieweci from this position, his

colossal grandeur dwindles. It seems to
_______us that he might have been so inuch more,

that bis possible seem to dwarf his actual
- achievements. Hie might have been the

creator and the lawgiver of a people.
H1e was, after ail, only a tyrant, and a
city-builder.

R-UssiAN WoitK-u-N. IlStili, we repeat, it is difficult to judge
him justly. 11e seems te have feit that au

important mission had been confided to him. by a superior
power. Ris objeet he accomplished without wavering, without
precipitation, without delay. We look up te, him as te a giant,
as we see him striding over every adversary, over every obstacle
in bis path. fie seems in advance of his country, of bis age, of
himself. In bis exterier hie is the great prince, conqueror, re-
former; in his inteâ'or, the Muscovite, the barbarian. fie was
conscious ef it himself. 9 I wish te reform iny empire, he ex-
claimed, upon one occasion, « and I cannot reform inyself.' lu
early life, bis pleasures were of the grossest character; be was a
hard drinker, and was quarrelsome in bis cups. Rie kick-ed and
ciuffed bis ministers, on one occasion was near cuttting the throat


