
72 THE CANADIAN ENGINE ER.

towards the wvest wvas the Gorrie pass. It was by this
guliy that ail the water of thc river had necessariiy to
pass.

It is very probable that a first landslide, compara-
tively liiited,took place above the Gorrie falis at NI
(see the map), andi tlat dé~bris of ai sorts, trees, clay,
sand, then began ta blockt this gorge.

One secs stili, indeed, an inextricable confusion of
great tree-trunks, like a forest in miniature, wvhich lias
acctinulated in the old channel to this passage and
shut it up completeiy.

The saine conclusion is arrived at, basing onescif
on an observation nmade tawards 7 o'ciock in the even-
ing b>' an inhabitant of Ste. Christine Qleft bank,,, wlause
h,)tie is half a league froni tic ri'ver, jubt in frunt uf the
Gorrie miii.

lie sawv, during about twventy minutes, as it wvcre,
powcrfui jets of vapor thrown on ta, the tops of tire
trees near the Gorrie falis. The appearance of thiose
jets 'vas absolutely that of vapor escaping fram the fun-
nel of a locomotive in motion. These white ptiffs vere
afterwvards dispersed in followving the course af the
river, wvitlî great rapidity. At the end of a quarter of
an hour thcy had ceased.

Evidently this wvas the iandslide comnîencing.
The very beavy masses of clay, in falling into the
wvater, causcd it to be thrown to a great hieight, i very
attcnuated drops, and in the doubtfui iight of early een-
ing one could take this spray for jets of vapor.

Already at tuas moment the Gorrie channei wvas
biocked tip, andi the water, in attacking the more ele-
vated levels, brought about iandslides, the materiais of
which contributcd to block more and more the oid
cîxannel.

The wvatcr, stopped in its course, then accumulated
behind the " Horse-back'" to a icight wvhich surpassed
its old levei by i00 ft., filiing up more or iess conipieteiy
the vast basin wvhere apparentiy tîxe river flowed to the
cast of the «-H-orse-back."

Umîder the influence of the enormous hydrostatic
pressure wvlîch restilteti fromn this, this barrier (the
Ilarse-back) ivas broken in its wveakest part, about
three arpentb from the falis, andi the immense mass of
water wvas precipitateti into the breach wvith inconceiv-
able violence. The torrent then began ta demoiish the
base of the sandy terrat-es j, piaced on the right batik
of the river. It swept their extrumities, and the wvhole
mass uf tiiese terraces, lichoniy resteti on a c-ayey
surface, siipped uver tuwvards the soutla-east and in-
stalîcti itseif across the old bed wvhich it had biocked
Up.

Audy Section before the slide. S, sand bank, G, beds of soit. R,
section of river. A, Audy's house.

It ivas this great movenient from the north-wvest to
the south-east which carried away the bouses of Gau-
tlaier, Audy and Darvcau beyond the old channel, and
causeti them to make a journey of more than 25 arpents
(Section CD). They wvere near the barn, winach as
seen in photograph NO. 3. The next day they were
where one sees thern in photograph No. -2. iJoth have
nuwv disappeared. The rivmer, an washing away ats
banks, carricd them awvay.

Audy Section after the slide; S, G &R, near the saine as above;
R, with a dot at top, represents the former bcd of river; A, the
portion of the Audy houise on the morning aftcr the cataclysîn.

Did this gigantic slide take place ali at once, or bas
it requircd a certain aniauint af time ? On this subjet
positive data are almnost compieteiy wvanting. One
ai the victims affirffis that no mnovement wvas perceived
up ta the instant wvhen tiîey liad already been taken to
their destination. Anotier says lie feit some shocks for
about ten minutes, the final shock being ai such vio-
lence as ta force hini ta go out ta find out wvhat wvas
passing. The otlier unfortunates were so terrifled that
the observations wvhich they wvere able ta make wvere
necessarily incomplete and confused. Many Athers
than theinseives wvere ignorant uintil the morning ai
wvhat had happened. AIl night they believed that
their houses had nat budged froin their original position
the lengtlî of the public raad. The incessant move-
ments ai tîte ground also, and above ail, the invasion of
the wvater pressing themn mare and mare ciosely, the
formidable noises of the torrents wvhich appeared ta
surround them-ali this wvas far them an impenetrable
mystery wvhich rendered themn poweriess. Ta explain
howv their bouses, whlîi they knewv ta be 200 ft. above
the river, cauid be thus surraunded by wvater, they were
rcduced ta believe in a kînd af deluge. They thaught
the wlîole parishi must have been gulfed, and thanked
Divine Providence for sparing then alone.

It wvas only in the morning that they saw wvhat had
camne ta theni, and that they cauld give an account af
the terrible dangers froin whichi they had escaped.

One easily understands that this siide couid not
show îtself with regularity in its wvhole surface. Some
parts descended mare quickiy tItan others. Hence the
local iandslides, the resuit af wvhich wvas ta give ta the
portion overthrowvn the appearance ai an agitated sea
wvhicli had been suddenly congeaied. Hence, also, that
singular twirling movement which affected mast the
bouses ai Audy and Darveau in such a manner that,
aiter the iandslip, they had changed their relative posi-
tion ; that on the left wvas found an the right, and at
the saine tinte placed lowver dawn, and they had turned
on themnselves at an angle ai nearly 1800.

Further, the enormous avalanche af water which
came froin the east covered aver, and cavered again,
more or less, the largest portion ai tue overthrown sur-
face ta such a degree that towvards three o'cîock in the
morning the wvrecked unfartunates wvha had .passed the
night on an elevated isiet which liappiiy remained dry,
could see Nvater aniy on ail sides. They believed thena-
selves to be in the middle ai a lake, the dirty waters af
which, cavered aver wvith broken, wvashed-daovn trees,
wvere precipitated i'*ith the farce af a tarrent towards
the aid channel on the south-west.

The rescue af the fourteen wvrecked persons was
cffected on the morning ai the 28th April, towards 8
a'ciock, by an able rawer, young Wilfrid Perron. A
rapiti current separateti thern framn terra-firma, and
the brave rescuer hati ta make fourteen journeys before
succ.eeding in saving themn ail. The current was sa
strang that he could only take ane persan across
at each embarkation. Yet he feli in the water four
times during these different voyages. Actions less
heroic than that have aiten been rewarded publicly.


