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baud, and what cotild the poor minister
do ? In lus strait lie canme to us with
bis comiplaint against ou r lodge, and
us, a«,s its xiiisteriing officer, for thrust-
ing the poor and aged uvidowv upon the
ccold charities " of the worl (chiurcli),

and to inquire Il wbiat lie sluould do to
save the tinfortunate froni a greater
rnisfortun ? " We rCl)lied, we rau the
lodge without lus aid, could hie not
l'un the chui'ch without our assistance ?
No, lie s.aid, we wvere one of bis coun-
sellors, and so bouiud to advise and as-
sist Iiiii. Thereupon, we snggested
that lie preacli a "Icharity s3ermo-n,"y
wVhich, after sorne parleying, lie consent-
cd (hardly ýagreed) to do. After thue
annoin cernent and fuîll preparations,
t.he -serimon %vas preachied. At was an
able one and to the point, and forty
dollars ivere raised, one-hualf or more
given by the Masonic members of the
ehurch. Whuile the nuoney hield out
the lainp ceased flot to btum, and il1
xvent on, iii and onut of tbe church,
rnerî'y as a narriage bell.

.As sooni, however, as it hecanieknown
that there 'vas money in the treasury
f'or thie poor and needy, that uinfortu-
niate class multiphlied to an astonishing

egeand ere long the treasury agala
becanie eipty. Againi the nuinister
camne to us to assist 1dm ont of bis trou-
ble. Agali w suggested that a char-
ity swrmon be preachied ; inasmuch as
lie hiad been so suecessful before, surely
nlow> with that experience, lie wvuld
succeed better another time. To this
lic putt iu an empliatie demurrer. Tien
'vo adv'ised him to try our plait, wben
the lodge had no funds. \Vhat is it ?
lie eagerly inquired. "Place the biat
:îpoîu the altar, and invite the Ilrethi-
rcen to corne to the r(eue," said wve,
and we have nover kntown the appeal

o ni ade iu vAin. Ilo, said lie, I
uvili do no sucb thiing. \Vouldn't that
I ok %veIl, te place a biat upoil Lue altar
iii the church ? Noy I woni't do it.',
- t uvould look," said wve, Ilfar better

than to look upon a poor widow of the
churclu crying for bread when he liad
ne to give lier." After mueli par.

leying, lie retired, and left us to our

meditations. 'Wjile pityiing the poor
wonîan we must confess evenl now, after
the lapse of maniy years, to no0 srnall
degree of satisfaction at his discomfit-
ure. It was not long tili the importu-
nities of the widow again sent hirn to
US, whien we gave hiiru, as oui, cc'ultim-
atum," this advice : IlOonfess to me
that the lodge is doing a good work in
the sûpp)ort and care for.its pioor, that.
it is quite as, if not more, efficacious
t1han the chuirch in its metliods and ap-
pliances for the relief of the distressed.
Silence your batteries againsttlie lodge,
wvhen we will see that your poor, Christ-
ian widowv slhal have al! shie needs to
sustain her iii the churcli and in socîety
while slie lives among us."

This lie would flot do, and agaîn
went ]lis way, but riot with reJoicing,
for sorrow dwelt in bis heart.

Finding thiat lie could not raise the
Csinews of war," 'whereby he could

minister to the comlfert of the needy,
lie, as a dernier resort, came and made
the confession good for the soul, when
no other balti could be fouîîd in Gilead.
Thereuipoii we reported the facts to tEe
lodge, whien it again resumed its ac-
custorned w'ork, and the widow no
more suffered, even in mind, much less
body, for those things whereby te k-eep
soul and body together.

This secret gyot ont, flot through the
Masons, uiuch less tie mninister, but,
w'o suspect, through the good womanl
who hiad been the occasion of teaching,
a" loud mouthed»' preacher of charity
to aIl, to practise the precepts of bis
l)rofession.-P. G. M. Bro. Thieo. S.
.Parvin), iu the AMaster 31asOn.

The first MNasoniie Lodge in Saxony
appeared at Dresden, in 1738 ; wvithin,
two years tliererRfer two others liad
been establishied, in Leipzig and Alten-
burg. The Grand Body was formed
in 1S12. Iii the year MS22 the
Emiperor of Ruissia publishied a ukase
which interdicted Mie meetings of
F1reemasony within the Empire. The
Ringt of Portugial interdicted Free-
masonry in bis Kz.iing«dom about tbc
year 182-4.
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