PRUNING.

CRITICISMS BV THE EDITOR.

2N ROF. Bailey gives cight reasons for
%/ pruning, all of which in ous-opinion
may be included in one cbject, viz.:

X To so direct the growth of the free
that the besi results in fruit beariag shall be
attained.

This work may be done at any time, but
the vigor of the wree is best maintained by
pruning while the wood is dormamt.  To
keep e tree in condition for giviag the best
vesults attention is needed, aot only during
the season of rest, but alse during that of
growth, in order that streaglh may a0t be
wasted in producing x fange amount of wood
which must afterwards be saerificed.

Tree Butchery.—It is a mistake, very
commonly wmade, 1o neglect an  apple
orchard during the first ten or fifteen
years of s growth, and all au oace
0 g€l to wark with axe and aw o attempt
10 prune the rees into shape.  Bulchesing
is the only word applicable to such a process.
Those rees can mever fuliy recoves from the
shock veccived, and the huge wounds wil
in time be the means of izproducing decay
into the very heart of the tree, diminishing

its vitzlity and shortening itslife.  We have
at Maplchurst an old orchard which in its
cwrly yeéars was treated in this barbarous
fashion, and which has ever since served
as an object lesson to the writer.  The prun-
ing was always donc by cutting away the
great branchies of the trunk uatil those re-
maining were far up and aimost out of
veach.  In one case 1 remember trying in
vain with x ladder thirty feet long to gather
the finest appies on a Golden Sweat ree,
and after reaching and ciimbing, 1 hxd to
shake down most of Uk golden beauties
only 10 be smashed and braised so that they
wese rendered wholly unfit for ssic.  Many
of these old trees xv¢ haliow trunked, xfiord-
ing fine hiding places for squirrels. but in
the end they toppled over with their own
weight.  Anotiver evil was the great number
of sprouts which sprang up aboul these
greal cuts, an cffort of Dame Nature 10
make up for the sudden loss of fimbs.
Especially weas this trouble apparcat in cases
where my grandfather, in his afiorts to
open out the head of the trec to the rays of
the sun, had cui out the whole top.  The



