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1)EAR ilR,-I sec in the l ebruary niinber 0l yoîîr
>aper a gentleman praismmg up lits Brow n Legiorns

fur being such good layeis. As I have been breethng
purC-bted fowls for the pa't 12 years, it might nul lie
out of place for me to ofTer a few renrks on the
different breeds of poultry. I think the Silver Grey
Dorkings %% ill Iay more eggs than the Brown Leglorn,
and for the table they cannot he beat. My experience
with the White Leghiorns is that they will beat the
Brown Leghorns for egg.s. 'lie )ark lirahma iii my
opinion are also ahead of the Ilrown Leghorns, only
it takes ihemn su long tu mature. 1-ur large eggs lthe
Black Spanish will teat any fowls that i have ti'ed
As I have kept 12 kinds of pure-bred fowls, i think I
might be in a position to know. If eggs is ihe object
in view I thnk part-breds are aliead of any pure.
breds. For instance, take the Black Spanmsh cock
and the Black Spangild l[amuntrg hen. and you have
the Black liamburgs, which are niagnificenit layers. or
the WVhite Leghorn cock and the Black Spangled
Hamburg hen, and you have the Rose-combed L.eg.
horns, as they are called. I hey abo mal c an excel.
lent cross. Then cros, White Leghunis an i the Gul-
den Polands, and they can hardly ie surpassed for
eggs. Though the part-breds are good, yet I like the
purc-breds, for several reason', v, nich would occupy
too much of your space if given. Nuw I wdl draw to
a close.

GEORGE BENTLEYI.F'

Kirkton, March 2oth, SS3 .

The .lpiarU-

May Manaiteîcelt.
Bees, well managed previously, should be well ad-

vanced in fitness for a good summer's work, and, ere
the close of the month, ready with many thousands
of early progeny to rifle every melliferous flower within
a circle of six miles in diameter. During the month
they will have the blossoms and other less important
pasturage. Should their supplies be scanty, it would
be well to continue sparingly to feed, and especially
between the time of fruit blossoms and white clover,
and so push the rearing of young. If your becs are
strong in numbers, and otherwise well appointed, a
good flow of honey for two or three weeks will iot
leave you a loser for ail your lablor and expense ; -ind
in some parts of Ontario the honey season is little
over four weeks, although I believe that, through the
efforts of bee-keepets, it may be, an ' has been con-
siderably prolonged.

During the month, and indeed at ail tines, you
should know exactly the condition of every stock. Be
sure each lias a good queen. If not good, prepar to
supersedeher as soon as posible. If you can't sup-
ply the place of a lost queen, uite the stock winh at-
other-an operation which will require skill and case.
If, about sunset, you can quiet both stocks by gently
smoking thcm, tapping on their hivcs, and sprinkling
them with well-sweetened and scented water, you
may remove ail the cards from both the hives, except
those having brood and adhering beces. In the centre
of the hives which is to contain the united stocks, s
place a card of comb full of honey, uncapped, and it
may be dripping. Let the becs of each stock respect-
ively then occupy the opposite sides of the hive with
their own cards of brood. They wili mecet and min-
gle and become acquainted peace'ully about the drip
ping comb.

Next day some becs might fly out and go to the s
stand vacated and be losi. For the prevention of this t
it might bc serviceable to leave a picce oh board over c
the fly-hole. The becs, coming out, unaware of this a
obstruction, will at once say to tiemselves, Huil, f
what's this ? Wherc am 1 ? This is not my hive 1
They will suspect that Riel or Sir John, or sonte une c

cise lias played them a frightful trick and put up
I that bliawsted fence." So they vill proceed to ex.

amine it. They will run out and in, and fly about,
ani miark tiejilace, and couie back ail riglt to feed
their babies and honor their queen and enjoy their ncw
home.

If you have a nuimber of stocks your recollection of
their conditions and requirements mîight get mîîixed.
To prevent this, various expedients have bren used.
My own practice vas to tack on each hive a card on
which I wrote with a pencil, in abbreviated formn,
whatever was needful.

Soine stock may fil up and have no room for breed-
ing, and so prepare to swarim. Let then ;ave room.
Some extract before white clover comnes. The honcy
in such a case is apt to be mixed and inferior, and
there are other unpleasant liabilities which make ex-
tracting questionabtle.

Bees nay be transferred fron box hives to inova-
hle frames this nionth--an operation requiring some
manual dexterity, but less difficult than a beginner
might suppose. It is weil, when extensive opeations
are to be performed, to proceed as near right as pos,i-
ble, to prevent robbing. Smîtoke the bees a littie and
tap on the hive. After soue minutes carry it a few
rods away. Set it l'ottoni up. Place an empty box
over it for the becs to run up into-which they will do,
ail except a few, after twenty minutes' drumming.
The box should fit closely or the interstices be closed
with rags. Remove the box and bees to their stand,
and the hive into a shed or room. Take the hive
apart so as to save the coib front breaking. With a
thin, sharp knife cut hlie comb into such picces as wili
fit into the frames. To fasIen the pieces in the frames
some use clamps of tin, and some lie with strings. I
used strips of basswood 3( to 'J inch, fastening them
with small tacks. After :. day, or when convenient,
reimove the strips. Beces will not cease to nibble at
strings. Use precaution that the brood be nut
chilled. When the comb is suspended in the hive,
place it on its stand and empty the becs out su they
will run into their new home.

The raising of queens and the forming of nucici
should iow be attended to. For instances I refer to
sote work on bee-keeping.

Ilivefoundation, barrels, cans, etc., should be ail
ready now for the busy season.

Grenfell, N. W. T., April iS, i8S5.

H07ùcultuy'al.

M cting of Wlîoin a and Stoney Creck
Grape Grower's Club.

(leld over from April).

(From our own correspondenm.)
Another meeting of the above named society was

held at Literary Hall, two miles cast of Stoney Creek
March 13th. Most of the fruit growers of the town-
hip were present, and a large number of friends from

adjacent townships ; aiso several gentlemen from a
listance, among others Mr. Morden, of Drummond.
ville ; R N. Bali, Niagara, and Mr. Montgomery, of
St. Catharines.

The first subject discussed was " Pl:m Culture,"
ntroduced by G. W. Cline, of Winona. Mr. Cline
tated that plums should only be planted on land
horoughly drained, and the )and should always tre-
cive good cultivation. An annual dressing of sait
t the rate nf rg to 2 bbls. per acre he thought bene.
cial. Fotînd most profit in carly and late varicties.

Thought rot started where plums were stung by cur-
ulio, and then spread to adjacent plums. Lombards

130 May.

loaded heavy alternate years. Bllack knot worst on
Lombards. HIoped severe measures would be taken
to compel people to burn black knot found un cherry
trces. Conlibatted curculio by jarring 'he trees an<
spraying with Paris green. Spray as st on as blos.
som begin t aill, and again in a week, and a third
tite after anoîher week, four ounces of Paris green
to 40 gallons of water.

As Io varieticý, if confined to a few, would plant
the following in order of ripening: Imperial Gage,
Bratlshaw, Lombard, Columbia, Iond's Seclhing,
German Prune, French prune. liad found Wld
Goose and Weaver northless. Victoria a good plum,
but drops ils foliage soiewhat, and is a little tender,
as is Duane's Purple. Other gentlemen p.-sent had
saved their crops by spraying trees with Paris 1 reen.

Mr. Murray Pettit was next called on for a papt on
the " Collection of fruit for exhibitions," but excusa<i
himself on the ground that there were more important
suoîjects to discuss. Several gentlemen dissented,
claiming therc is a very great injustice in the present
methods, as a private individual often carries off the
prizes with fruit grown by his neighbors. Mr. Mont-
gomery spoke energetically on this point, urging that
every man should have credit for his own fruit.

Mr. A. i. Pettit followted, urging that this could
best be accomuplished by a society of this kind mak-
ing such a display annually as would prevent thcee
borrowing exhibitors from winning any priz-. The
district or locality would get the cre-«st then, which
should be one of the objects of a club of this nature.

E. D. Smith t'tought, ta accomplish this, steps
should be tr-.en early in the season, arrangements
being male with different members to specially culti-
vate and prepare certain varieties of fruit for the au.
tumn exhibitions. Mr. E. J. Woolverton thought
this a good suggestion, although he did not believe
in doctoring vines to obtain alnormal specimens.

Ir tlie absence of Mr. E. Ashley Smith, Mr. J. Il.
Bigga. opened the grape question. le said some
years ago when ie first started to plant grapes he was
called crazy, his neighbors telling him ie could not
find sale for so many, but now they were sorry they
had not planted theinselves, and he could assure the
same gentlemen that in a few years more they would
be sorry they had not planted Niagaras. He would
plant over 2,ooo in the spring, digging out iS year
old apple trees to make room. Mr. Biggar claimed
Niagaras would pay hetter than Concords ait the same
price.

Mr. 'Montgomery would like the opinion ofgrowers
as to whether a white grape would sell better than a
bluc one on account of color. E. D. Smith thought
not, but the reverse if taised in equal quantities, as
the consumer could not tell when they were buying

ripe grapes so well as in blue or red grapes, as in these
latter the color showed plainly whether they were
ripe or not. The gruwers who had tried Niagaras
had found them to ripen about with Concords.

Mr. Lusse, the oldest grape gron er in the township,
thought the Scott Act would bc a damper on grape
growing ; aiso that Niagaras would not make guood
wine if they were as good shippers as represented.
Mr. Lusse explained different systems of pruning in
vogue in Switzerland, lis native country, and gave
much valuable information regarding grape culture
both in Europe and on the grape growing islands of
Lake Etie. Said the result of Ieaving too mucl wood
would be premature decay. lelievcd in close prun.
ing, and common sense as guide. Sought to rencw
the vine every third or fourth year by the substitution
of new wtood for old, the rew wood being brought up
gradually from the bottom. Different varieties need-


