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HOW THE GOSPEL IS SPRUEAD.

The Gaspd Miss onary.

PHEN the Society has accompiished
its mission in any particular field- -
that is, when the Gospel has been
‘¢ propagated,” and the Church can
stand alone—it  withdraws from
that field and turns to another where the same
work requires to be done. In this way the
Society has been the instrument, in God's hands,
of planting and building up, in all parts of the
world, Churches which are not only self sup-
porting, but are also taking their part in the
evangelization of the world.  The greatest of
these branches is the American Church, which
now has seventy-nine bishoprics, four being in
foreign countries—\West Atrica, China, Japan,
and Haiti.  But besides the heathen in toreign
countries, the Americars Church finds much to
do among the heathen within its own borders.
How this work is being done among the Indians
of Dakotais thus shownin the Sperit of Missions
for January last :—
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A REMARKABLE GATHFRING.

The prevailing <sKkepticism as to the wility of Christian
missions, especally among the Indian tubes of the far
Wests cannot but be wilenced as it comemplates the
nature and character of that wiuthering of more than
3000 [ndians in attendance upon the twenty -fifth annual
convodition of the Church in South Dakota, held last
antunmn, on the Rosebud resermvation.  There, dreawn
together by the ties of Chastizn love and tfellowstup.
were Indiansnot only from the Rosebud and Pine Ridge
agencies, but also from Standing Rock, near the Noith
Dakota line, Cheyenne River, Santee, Yankion, Sisse-
ton. Lower Brate, Flmdreau, and Crow Creck—i
gathening in actualnumbers of 2,380 Indians, represent-
ing tribes formesly in hostile reliations with eidch other,
now <tting together around one common boad and
participating in a great feast that had been prepaved
by Christinn hands, before the conmvociition opened.
Such a scene wis doubtless most  picturesque and
phenamenal, and one that was an object-lesson of the
frmttul sesult of Christian missions.

A few vems ago the Roscbud reservation was a
desoliate prairie, inhabited by this antortunate people,
oy about in comparatine adleness, cunk in vice
and every kind of vickedness, illiterate, savage, having
no ambiton to nise above the level of the e beasts,
and Iing like them in squahid indifference. How
changed is the seene to-diyv ! Scattered over that
praitie wiste of a0 few years ago are chapels and
schools and seventy separate congregations. Four
substantial board-ng-~chool houses have been erected,
together with fortv-cight neat churches and thaty-four
smadl but comfortable mission-houses,  Qut of the
Sionx Bibe have been githered iato the Chureh 5.000
Indians, who have been confivmed since the mission
watk  was begun, and  from among  them  twelve,
especiallvirained and educated, have been ordained and
~sent torth to preach and administer the Sacriunents,

With the evidence of these profound and radical
changes before us. who can predict the outcome of
another twenty-five vears of missionary work among
these people? . . . .7

The news from Dakota will cheer the hearts
of those who are laboring in other parts of the
Mission-field.  We trust that it will also help

10 stir up many Christians 1o do their dugr in
supporting Foreign Missions,  There are many
places where evangelists are needed quite as
much as they are, or were, in Dakota. And
here it is only just to remember that the claims
of the S.P.G. are stronger than those of any
other Missionary Society, because it has done,
and is doing, more than any other Society to
carry out our Lord’s last command  ** Go ve
inlo all the weorld.” We say this, not in a spirit
of boasting, or with any idea of ignoring the
good work of other Societies, but as a simple
fact which is not sufliciently hnown or recogniz-
ed al home.

For instance, with the single exception of
the Falkland Islands, the Society’s field of
labor has embraced every one of our Colonies,
as well as India, and, outside the British
Empire, has extended to Central \merica,
Borneo, China, Manchuria, Corea, Japan, the
Hawaiian Islands, Melanesia, Madagascar; and,
on the African Continent, to West Alrica, the
Orange Free State, the Transvaal, Swaziland,
Detagoa Bay, Gazaland, and Tongaland, or
Maputaland ; also to British subjects on the
Continent of Europe. No wonder, then, that
of the ninety-three Colonial and Missionary
Bishoprics of the English Church, a// but four-
leen contain Missions planted by the Sociely.

Then we have the testimony of the great
American Church (in the United States), which,
at the close of the first century of its existence
as a National Church, formerly acknowledged
“oeith deep and unfeigned gratitnde that what-
cver the Cluarch has been i the past, is now. or
will be In the future, Iis largcly due, under God,
to the long-continued nursing care and protection
of the lenerable Sociely.”

" +¢Not unto us, O Lord, but unto Thy Name
ive the praise.”

We must not, however, let our thankfulness
for what has been done cause us to forget that
s there remaineth yvet much land to be possess-
ed ™ for our Lord and Master.

*I'he earth, O Lord, is one wide field
Of all Thy chosen seed ;

The crop prepared its fruit 10 yield,
The laborers few indeed.

o
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We theretore come before Thee now,
With fasting and with prayes,

Beseeching of the love that Thou
Wouldst send moice laboiess there.

Not for our fand alone we pray—
Though that above the rest
The realms and iskads far away,

O let them all be blest. ”

—_——— e e

ForTv-rorr vears ago there wis not a single
Karen Christian in the mountains of Toungoo.
To-day there are over 21,000. Of these, 5,000
are claimed by the S.P.G.




