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L4 THREE SCENES IN BROCKVILLE,

Seene I.—An ex-Inspector selling tickets for o lottery to dispose
of his own homestead.

Scene 1I.—Ex-Inspector paying down cheerfully the fine for
violution of the statute,

Scene [11.—The drawing. The Ex. strikes the luck, wins back
his home, puckets the spoils. The curtain falls to the tune of
*Yankee Doodle.” Immense sensation.

The Legislative Committeo of the Ontario Teachers' Association
had a conterence with the Minister of Education Jan. 11th., The
following members of the committee wero present :— Messrs, James
L. Hughes, chairman ; W, Carlyle wusd Wi, Mclutosh, inspec-
tors; H. B. Spottem, M.A,, L.E. Embree, M.A., and A, Mc-
Murchy, M.A., High School masters, and 8. McAllister and R,
W. Doan. Public School masters. Amwong the questions discussed
were i—1. Improvement in Model Schoots. 2. Third-cluss teach-
ers’ certificates and pernuts. 3. Remuneration of exuunners at
High School entrance cxaminations. 4. Propriety of High School
masters presiding at High School examinations. 5. Propriety of
the same exannner preparing the papers on the same subject for
all the depurtmental examinations during the current yeur.
6. Public School inspectors’ certiticates. 7. Success i teaching
an element in awarding the grade of certificates. 8. A knuwledge
of science imperative 1n cass of serond-class certificute, 9. Fees
for candidates at Pubbic school tenchers’ examinations. 10. In-
creased efficiency in training of Notmal schools. 11, New pro-
grannne, 1882, 12, Teachers’ associntions. 13, One year's notice
to be given of changes i the school programme. 14. High School
fees. 15. English history text-bovks., 16. Bible resding i
schools. 17. Oue series of roaders. 18. Suggestions regarding
entrance examinations. 19. Professional trauwnng for High Schoot
teachers.  20. Supersnnuation of teachers. 21. The advisability
of abolishing the intermediate exammation. 22, The propiiety vt
conducting third-cluss exs mattons by County Bourds, as formerly,
and fees of examiners in case the old plan 18 adopted. 23, Shoum
candidates be allowed to write for secund-class certificutes with-
out previously obtaining third-class ceititicates? 4. Relative
value of subjects at second-cluss exammnations. With regurd to
Bible-reading 1n sciools a. @ 21, 22, and 23 of the questious dis-
cussed the Minister expressed his intention of taking immediate
action. As to the Bible-reading, it is proposed that passages be
selected, one for each dey in the year, sud that a cireular con-
aininy these be sent to euch teacher mn the provance.

The Comnittee appointed by the Board of Education at Ganan.
oque in Dec. lust to examune the two authoiized series of readers
reported as follows :—Tv the Bowrd of Education, Gananvgue,

Uentlemen,—Your Committee appointed to examine the two
ae;s of readers authorized by the Governmeut, beg to report as
follows ;(— '

1. The type of the Candiangseries is larger and clenrer than that of the
Royal, This difference is very noticeable 1n the Primess.  1n these latter
there is also a difference 1n the Wlustr.tion- those m the Canadian rerses
being more suitable lor elementary iustruction thun those 1 the other
serles,

2, 'be Canadian series contaius in the Primers a number of words and
sentences 1n scrapt which huve alresdy occurnred in the preceding lessons
for the pupils to imitute with slute und pencid. This appears to your
Commutire to be more practicsily userul tha the mntation of the printed
charucters which are given for » similar purpose 1n the Roynl reries.

8. Fiom the second 1o tire fifth of the Cunadiun series the lessons are
printed with spuces tw ndicate the rhetorical pauses. ‘Alns is a fenture
uot found 1 the Royal vevies.

4. Both senes coutain biographical sketches of authors, which are short
but sufliciently long for the purpose ten..ed.

6. The notes attuched to the lessous 1 the Canadian series are fuller
and miore appropriute to school dwork than those in the loyal senes,
Further, the quenttons in thie Cunudiun series can be answered from the
lessonx themseves, which 1s not always the c. se wath the othes series.

6. As a collection ol hterary selections the Royul reries 18 decidedly
superior, but with the accomp uymg drawback that the lessons are wo
louy and the books too lurge tor the tuue which pupls are expected to
spenud over thew, . l»o the selections seem wo diflicult, an many cases,
for the pomtious that they occupy 1 the senes.

7. Both series contun passages which are not the fiuest examples of
elegant Buylish, but the se are tew, and 1z both may be found « sutlicient
nuwber o master; icces to cultivute the taste as far s the culuvationof
hterary taste is possible in Public Schools. .

8. ‘Lhe following points are nouceuble in the Canadian series which
are not found 1 te Royal: (a) ‘The most difficult words i exch lesson
are detined an the 2nd, 3rd, 4th «nd 5th boons. (b) Ditections for com-
position bused on tue subject matter of the lessons. (1) Lists of prefixes
and affixes, Lutin roots, sud a view of tue foreign elements in ughsh.
(d) A lurs of words often incorrec.y promounced showing the correct

pronunciation and the most commen error. (¢} Rules for reading in
gen: ral i the bixth Book and hiuts sttished to the majority of the lessons
throughout the xeres, for the purpose of arding pupils i reading the sine.
(1) Muny of the lessons me sunim nzed.

9. Asfur as can be leaned, the Canadian series is cheaper than the
Royal, but not so much as might be expected from the comparatively
small 1ze o1 the books. :

After carcfully considering these points obtained by a thorough
examination of the books, your Committee beg to state that it is
their decided vpinion that the Canadiun Scries of Readeis 1s better
adupted to the wants of the Gananoque Schuols than the Royal.

All which 18 respectfully subnutted,

W. K. T. SmeLLie, B.A.,, H M., H.S.
Wa. Scorr, B.A., A M., I8,
8. G. Coox, P.P.S,

On motion the report was received and placed on file without

further action ut present.—Gananvgue Keporter, Dec. 8, 1883.

NOVA SCOTIA.

The deadian Science Club is a resently formed organization
ainnng to awuken and foster an interest n scientific knuw.edge
and to heep its members ubreast of the scientitic progress of the
times. It sucess so far hus been quite marked. It publishes an
excellent monthly, the Acadian dcientist, edited by Mr. A. J.
Pines, the enthusinstic and accomplished secretmy of the Club.
‘The following is a cumplete hst of the ofticers :

OFFICERS :

President— A, E. Coldwell, A.M,, 1ustructor in Natural Science,

Acadwa College, Wolfville, N.S.
Directors :

Phy{ioéogy—-c. W. Roscoe, A.M., Inspector of Schools, Wolf-
ville, N. 8.

Gevlogy— Alexander McKay, Esy., Supervisor f Halifax . City
Schools, Durtiwouth, NS, -

Lotany—A. H. McKay, A.B., B.8c., Principal Pictou Academy,
Pictou, N.S.

Astronemy—Prof. A, E. Coldwell, A M., Woulfville, N.S.

Chemistiy—J. F. Gadfrey, Esq., Woliville, N. S,

Zuology—A. J. Prueo, A.B., Principal Woltville High School,
Wolfvile, N.S.

Lutemolugy—J. E. White, M. B., Toronto, Ont.

Mineralugy—S. K. Hitclungs, B.Sc., State Assayer and Principal

High School, Biddetord, Maiue., .
Nutural  Hilulosophy—Prof. ¥. H. Eaton, A.M., Proviucial
P. Shaffner, A.B,

Normal Schoul, ‘F'ruro,
A. J. Denton, A.B., Halifax, N.8.; W,
Kentville, N.S.; W. W  Sauuders, Esq., Biidgstown, N, S,
F. H. Schotill, A.B., Winnipeg, Mamtoba.
Dr. Rund has entered upon his duties as Professor of History
and Education in Acadia College.

Supervisor McKay (Hulifax Citjf) has recovered from =a serious
illness by which he was prostrated shortly atter the beginmung of
the Chnistas vacation.

Pictou Academy has an attendance of 170 students. Its staff
now numbers four Provincial Grade A teachers, two of whum are
also University Gruduates. The Pictou * buys” met with their
usual success at the various Matriculation examinations last
autumn, .

The Halifax City Council has adopted a resolution requesting
the Council of Public Instruction to rescind the minute authunzing
the Habfax Board of School Cumunssioners to establish separate
schouls for coloted childien, and (vistualiy) empowenug them to
exciude the lutter from the vrdisary schools.  1he resolution also
also asks the Commssiguers tu suspend action under the nunute
and to give colored clildren the sume privileges as are accorded
those oI white ciuzens. It is not probable that the Counal? of
Public Instruction will take action m the matter unti the Com-
unssioners, whu are now cousiderng the question, shall have
announced their decistion, The mmute of couscl, whuse abro-
gution 18 sought, 18 purely pernnssive, aud was orniginally adupted
1 1esponse W a petition v the culored citizens thewmsuives.

Mr. G. W. Dill has resigned the Principalship ofthe County
Academy, Keunwvile.

The appointment of Mr. Crockett to the Chief Superintendency
of Educstiun 1 New Brunswick 18 regarded with genersl approval
by the teachers of Nova Scotia, tv wuny of whum Mr. Cruckett
is kuown as an Educativnist of excoptionally high attainments.



