OF THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

8 Undoubtedly Grape culture is a desirable
@ branch of industry to introduce, and successful
Renterprize in it deserves encouragement. Ionly
Wesire that Mr. De Courtenay should not,
jhrough over confidence, run into expenditure
Bin procuring Burvpean Vines at the great risk
Bof disappointment. I would try some of the
Eturupean with the short pruning. Iwould also
iy the principal Americen varieties, and increase
B8.0st the stock of the kind which answers best,
nd in this way little time neced be lost. 1t
:,uld Le well worth while to make immediately
g plantation of the Clintun Vine, as it may be
B ccounted that it will succeed certain and yield
| ool wine. If Catawba and Isabella, and
Wother finer American varieties succeed, they
B0y deserve preference on further planting, and
BR{ Lurupean varieties succeed, they may be bet-
Mer still, but of them I cannot help entertaining
i cat doubts.

¥B 1vill endeavour, at a suitable season, if 1 live,

Bo visit Mr. Parker’s Vineyard.
E Believe me, &c.,
WirLiay Hrxcks.

Val de Courtenay,
: Bury, Octuber 8, 1859.
B0 Wm. Hutton, Bsq., &e.
W8 My Dear Sir,—T have just reccived your fie-
Zor of the 4th lnstant, and am iudecd grateful
& vou for the copy of Mr. Darker’s must inter-
ting communication.  The information ke
ives as to the Clintun Grape is most important.
| was aware that the most part of the other
Erapes he mentions could not succeed; but
Mo are two kinds of Burgundy Grapes grown
b Belzium that T am certain would aunswer, by
ging orafted on the Clinton in the way I men-
gon—“Griffe en fente Couture.”
Thave nc objection to your making what use
B please of my letters, and, again thanking
B tor the interest and hindness you have shown

3
3 ? .
: I remain,
er{ : W. DECOURTENAY.
?

P8, I forgot to say that I think My, Por-
r's plan of transplanting Vines is 2 bad one,
r dv I admit that good wine can ever he
own on any other soil than a sandy or gravelly
The art of producing gouvd wine 1s in the
{ting and pruning, and if you think Mr. Par-
r would not think it a liberty, I would address
in detail un the subject of his able letter.

-

Cheviot Sheep.

An csteemed covrespondent has sent us the
lowing notice of this valuable breed of sheep,
ma paper lately read at a meeting of the
weastle Farmer's Club, England, by Mr.
os. Lawson, of Longhurst Grange.  Qur cor-
pondent is of opinion, in which we quite agree
h him. that ¢ although the rage at present is
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for large sheep, yet the Cheviots, from their
hardiness, and their excellent wool, might be
very suitable for the higher and colder parts of
our Province."” ;

The first direct mention of Cheviot sheep ve-
curs in 1372, when large tracts of the Cheviot
hills are described as covered with a small, but
very hardy race of sheep; and in 1792 they are
noted as being without horns, of «pen cuunte-
nance, lively eyes, long bodies, thin in chine
and breast, clean and fine-boned legs, and yield-
ing fleeces varying in weight from 24 1. to 33
Ib. Snow storms often perilled all the sheep ou
the Cheviot range of pastures; one storm 13 re-
ported as having caused a loss of 90 per cent..
on many farms; another noted as the 13 days’
drift, swept away 73 per cent., and no hill farmes
of 1794 will ever forget the drifty Saturday.
The Cheviot race of sheep, in a national point
of view, exceed all other breeds in econumical
importance, for there is no ground to believe
that any other race of sheep known would yield
as valuable an amount of produce on the Cheviot
range of pasture. Inno othe: country are such
stormy hill pastures stocked with sheep in win-
ter; and our naturalists assert that no wild sheep
known could exist if exposed to similar inclem-
encies as the Cheviot sheep will bear with com-
placency; they possess the necessary requisites
of harduess and activity, and grow heavy feeces
of a fine close fibre, eyually efficacious 1 resist-
ing cold aund rain. They combine all the inde-
pendence of & muuntain race, with much of the
docility and graziug yualities of the low-ground
races; they furm the connccting link between
our greatest altitudes and our low pastures,
casily adapting themselves to either, and have
always forined an attractive stock fur wunually
supplying our richest grazing pastures. They
evince great attachmment to the locality in which
they are reaicd, and, when the ground is covered
with snow, they are indefatigable in scraping to
the geass or heath; they are often buried under
the snow without sustaining any serious injury,
and one case is on record of one being under
snow 33 days, and, although unable to move
when discovered, it survived and recovered its
strength. They possess great powers of adapta-
tion, and two or three generations suflice to ac-
climate them to almost any extreme of tempe-
rature, altitude, or humidity. The principal
point in breeding is to produce such a type of
stock as is most suitable to the climate and her-
bage, and it is imperatively necessary to have
sheep fully equalto the severities of the climate,
and of at least equal hardiness to their pasturage ;
and, where a breeder heeps these puints steadity
in view, and avoids any impurity of blood, [
mean that serious deterioration will not assail
such flocks. An ordinary Cheviot ram should
have his fore and hind quarters of equal weight;
fillets, haunches, and cisils wide ; zibs springing
horizontally from back and falling deep downat
sides; shoulders well slanted, free in motion,
finc at top, and rising about half an inch higher



