Jan. 1895] ~ MICMAC CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS - 39 -t

in which were two sons. The younger of these when traveling YL
one day along the shore of a lake saw a group of beautiful young
women playing ball. He was so pleased with their appearance
that he decided to go nearer and watch them. When he ap-
proached he found that the girls were dressed in the costumes 5
of the olden time [which, I suspect, means that of nature]. At {
length one of them perceived him and cried out “Huay _/dabay 'n i
“Look out!” None of the girls had ever seen a man before, and, %

3

being alarmed by his appearance, all of them dived into the
water and vanished. The young man was much disappointed,
for they were so pretty that he wished to capture one of them.
Thinking they might return, he made himself small by magic
and hid near the spot in a peculiar leaf, which has a kind
of cover over its top [probably the jack-in-the-pulpit or the
pitcher plant]. This leaf he had previously broken off its stem )
and placed upon a rock. Presently, as he had hoped, the girls .
reappeared from the water and renewed the ball gaine not far
from the spot where our hero lay hidden but too far off: for him .
to reach them. When he saw that the girls_came no nearer he
jumped up and down in the leaf, shaking it nearer to them, but f
when he had nearly succeeded in reaching them one of.their i
number again espied him and cried out as before. Again the x
fairies plunged into the water and disappeared, leaving'the i
young man more disconsolate than ever, yet more det,ermmed - B
to win one of them for his bride. He looked about for some
new place in which to hide, and espying a bunch of rushes
growing near the water, he broke one off and found within it a
little hollow, in which he hid. A third time the water fairie
appeared and set about their game, coming very near the rushes)
in which our hero lay, but a third time something alarmed one \\“
of themt, and, with the usual cry, they all fled to the water; but \\\
this tlme however our hero ma.na.cred to capture one of them \
~“before she could disappear. She begged him to let her go, plead- %

ing that she was married, and promising that if he would release \
her she would bring her younger sister to him on the following
day. So he did as she wished, and the next day she returned
with her beautiful young sister, who willingly followed him to
his wigwan.

The next spring his wife said that she wished to see her father
and mother again. The young man consented, and decided to

=
Ve
!

1o
i
L
i
4




