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cause of an exaggerated idea of its own

greatness.

The Enirineers' Brotherhood was not loved

by other organizations. The conductors dis-

liked it, and it had made itself offensive to

the firemen because of its persistent refusal

to federate or affiliate in any manner with

other organizations having similar aims and

objects. But now, finding itself in the midst

of a hard fight, it evinced a desire to com-

bine. The brakemen refused to join the en-

ginemen, though sympathizing with them,

but the switchmen were easily persuaded.

The switchman of a decade ago could al-

ways be counted upon to fight. In behind

his comb, toothbrush and rabbit's foot, he

carried a neatly folded, closely written list

of grievances upon which he was ready to

do battle. Peace troubled his mind.

Some one signed a solemn compact in

which the engineers bound themselves to

support the switchmen—paying them as

often as the enginemen drew money—and
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