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_ASWIFE TO HER SISTER.

« And thou shalt not take a wife to her-sister, to cause jealzmsy or.
Fenmity. .. .in her life ¢ime.”—Lgv. xviii. 18. *
’ M )
It may safely be asserted that few Biblical subjects
have called forth such warm and lengthy discussions
"as the questian relating to the legality of contracting™
marriage with-a deceased wife’s sister. It has been
discussed” by learned and astute commentators of all
nationalities : it has.formed- the .subject of debate in -
legislative halls, and yet apparently there exists as
much doubt and diversity of opinion on.this vexed
question, as if the subject-had never been alluded to.
In England, especially,-the question has for some
years past- attracted a great deal of attention, and
has, year after year, been warmly debated in the halls
of the Imperial Parliament, but so far with no further
result than ghe repeated passingof a bill by the-House
of Commons legalizing such marriages, only tabe as
often rejected by the House of Lords.’ '
The existence of so great a diversity of opinions
seems clearly to indicate that the subject must be
surrounded| with very great difficulties, and seeing
that already so much has been said and written upon
this question, it would be presumption in me to hope
of being abi:e either to advance any arguments which .
nay not already have been advanced, or to be able .
to change by any reasoning already deeply-rooted -




