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The Discoverers of the Cpper Xississippi. 5

his own canoe, faced silently the unknown world
toward which they were ventu-ring* 'The shaggy

coast line bristled with, evergreens, and though

rocky, it was low, unlike the white cliffs of
Michilimackiùac.

Marquette had made a map froni the descrip
tions of the Illinois Indians. The canoes we

moving westward on the course indicated byý
his map. He was peculiarly gifted as a mis-

sionary, for alre'ady he spoke six Indian lan-
guages, and readily adapted.,himself to any
dîalect. Marquette, the records -tell us, came

of " an old and honorable family of Laon," in
northern France. Century after century the

Marquettes bore high honors in Laon, and their
armorial bearings commemorated devotion to
the king in distress. In our own Revolution-
ary War it is said that three Marquettes fought
for us with La Fayette. No young mah of his

time had a pleasanter or easier life offered him
at home than Jacques Marquette. But he chose

to devote himself to' sionary'labor in. the
New World, and had already helped to found
three sions, enduring much hardsship. Indian

half-breeds, at what is now called the " Soo,"
on- St. Mary's River, -betwixt Lake Huron and
Lake Superior, have a tradition that Father Mar.


