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MR. W. E FOSTER ACCEPTS LEADERSHIP .. -
~ OF THE PROVINGIAL oprosmoﬁ

Appeals Strongly to People of New Brunswick to Unite With Him
in Giving New Brunswick Honest Government
—Opposition Platform.

St. John, N. B., Feb.
Foster, discussing yesterday the phns
of the provincial opposition party in
the prese.t campaign, made the im-
portant announcement that he had con-
sented to accept its leadership.

“In January, 1916, when the party
leadership was first offered to me,”
he said, “I did not think that my ex-
perience and acquaintance with pro-
vincial affairs were sufficient to war-
rant my acceptance of so important a
position. I did, however, accept the
chairmanship of a leadership commit-
tee, and since that time have had
_ more occasion to study the responsi-
hllmes of the office for New Bruns-
wick. .

“To give the necessary time for the
leadership of the opposition parly
which ghould, and I believé will, after
the general election, direct the affairs
of New Brunswick, required much
personal sacrifice. My political asso-
ciates and the committee entrusted by
the provincial convention with the
leadership decision have again’ urged
upon me so strongly the need of my
acceptance of the leadership and, in
view of the fact that the government
and its friends are endeavoring to
make capital by calling the opposition
party ‘leaderless’ I have consented to
accept.

“In doing so I wish to make it plain
to every elector in_this province that
1 will if successful carry on the busi-
ness of New Brunswick with care and
devotion to business principles. If I
am entrusted with the duct of af-

gnd no reliance to-be placed apom
' their finding; if the electors are dis-
posed to approve of the actions of the
government since that time, then they
should support Premier Murray and
his administration. But, on the con-
trary, if they desire a better business

dministration of their provi 1 af-
fairs; if they want the utmost pub-

licity concerning public transactions,
then I ask them io support the opposi-
tion party and we will endeavor to im-
prove conditions.

If 1 did not think I coud. benefit
[the province by using my business
experience to remedy its affairs I
would not undertake this tagsk. We

t not d without the assist-
ance of the best independent men of
New Brunswick. This task is theirs
as well as mine. The need for.econ-
omy was never so great. Tens of thou-
sands of our men, women and child-
ren are showing every day the spirit
of sacrifice in the interests of the Em-
pire. Why is it that both parties are
with difficulty getting men to come
forward and offer themselves as can-
didates? Every man owes a duty to
the state, and those who do not recog-
nize it are neglecting one of the first
obligations of citizenship.

“] propose, during the next few

days, to issue an address to the elec-
tors dealing with the issues before

]
them.”

Speaking at St. Martins Saturday
Mr. . oster said as follows:—

form our government. They are
rather premature, but still they must
feel confident that we will form one.
I feel disappointed that I was not men-
tioned by them as a cabinet man, or
that Mr. Currie or Dr. Smith, the viet-
or of the memorable by-election in
Westmorland county, or Mr. Smith of
Oromocto was not onéd
Standing by Flemming.

il tell you ome & . I take
you into my confidence and tell you
THAT WE SHALL NOT HAVE IN

OUR CABINET ANY MEN WHO|,

STOOD ON THE FLOOR OF TEE
LEGISLATURE AND HELPED TO
WHITEWASH J. K. FLEMMING.
(Prolonged applause). The man
whom judges of this province condem-
ned is today clasped to the bosom of
Hon. Mr. Murray and is taking part in
this campaign.

“Upwards of $100,000 was extorted
uthrogh the crown lands depart-
ment,” the speaker went on,—the most
valuable asset of the province. The
amount did not go into the provincial
treasury, as it should have, but into’
the pockets of certain individuals f
their personal benefit, a conspiracy,
which, if it had not been discovered,
would have cost the province, no doubt,
conaideubly more. This money
which should have gone to pay good
roads, better bridges, etc., was stolen
from the people.

“You might ask—‘What are you go-'

ing to do?” Il tell you. WE ARE

fairs I will surround myself with men
who are of known probity and ability.

“I have never, I hope, been a parti- |

zan in politics. My interest in fact,
in political affairs of New Brunswick
does not date back further than 1911,
-My love for my native provinece and

the misgovernment from which it has |

suffered induced me to take an inter-
est in its affairs with the hope of bet-
tering them. Those conditions !mve
grown worse instead of better, and to-
day the province of New Brunswick
needs business men more than politi-
cians, We must have less partizan-
ship if we want imbrovement, and I ap-
peal to men of bqth parties to unite
with me to this end.

“In this campaign I do not propose

]
to defend the government before 1908. '
The people gave their verdiet then,

and in 1912 sustained that verdict.
The record of the‘government of the
day—the government since June 20,
1912—is what I want the electors to
consider when casting™ their ballots.
If. the electors are satsfied that the
affairs of the province have been con-

ducted properly; if they believethere !
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there is noth!ng so soothing and

healing as Zam-Buk. This great
herbal balm allays inflammation,

‘ >
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held in St. John recently:

1. We pledge
| Lands De

from politics and
systematic plans by a mon-]

oontrol of the labor, toj
the hands of supe
whom a deunled and -audi

The following platform was ulnpud at the Opposition Convention
In&eﬂemtofmwwnmhmuhmdum. we pledge

NO PARTIZAN CONTROL OF CROWN LANDS,

ourselves to completel the -
AR

partizan commission
for that purpose, mpondble to the Legislature and working in co-
operation with the Dominion Commission of of Conservation.

TAKE THE HIGHWAYS OUT OF POLITICS
2. We pledge ourselves to take the
ing the expenditure of the money coll
ether with the Government appropriations, in-
rs, chosen by the people of each p-rmh. to
ted account must | be rende

Platform /

[THAT'S ALL. -

10.—W. E. of two important Eoynl Commissions| “They are talking about who would | 'GOXNG TO TAKE THE ROADS 0‘3'!'
OF POLITICS. We propose to have

the digtricts, school distticts, if you
will, elejt road supervisors themselves.
Each supervisor will have the money
to spend to the best advantage of the
people of the constituency. IF HE
DOESN'T SUCC WHY HE
WONT BE ELECTED AGAIN
THE PROHIBITION POLICY

“At our jon held in J. y
over a year ago one of the planks in
our platform was a temp bill to

cceded to ng- of . his political

ﬂdiMl hhmdﬁtuv—

aud strong daire of the party toABYe
& leader in the fight, he has at last ae-

to their -
In an ‘inte

Lheplﬁy@)nwbemmqrr
good goverpment. As a business man |
of proved ahlity and integrity, Mr.
nmﬁrﬂmﬁhm&a&w‘#
'ﬂiﬂ"k qualities not less among

“With the jendership seitied, strong

Tt

i to a referendum and put
in force within twelve months after
the taking of the vote, and which I
believe was in line with the sentiment
prevailing at that line. The govern-

ment followed soon by passing s pro-
hibitory act ‘rlthout a referendum as
the temperance wave had in the mean-

time expanded.

]
eri

“But, gentlemen, we do not propose
to defer the enf. t of prohibiti
The temperance question is not an is-
sue in politics. When the athorney-
.general brought it up in the house he
jhad to drag it through politics, he gave

°"|it its first baptism and do not propose

to do so0 again. It is too big, too

broad a question for that. Temper-
ance today effects every man in some
way. Gentlemen, there is a prohib-
itory law now on the stataté books.
IF WE ARE PLACED IN CHARGE
{OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF AF-
FAIRS IT WILL BE OUR BOUNDEN
DUTY TO ENFORCE AND TO FUL-

!FIL THE TERMS OF EACH ACT.
IAldl.fitianeeunrywewﬂlw

t 6 up loopholes which may have
been left.” (Applause).
The St. John Globe, a strong gov-

‘ernmcnt paper has this to say of Mr.
i Foster:—

| ‘Mr. Walter E Foahr‘s nceeptance of

the it il

appointed

hways out of politics, giv-
from the people and the

the and a put-
ment of Pubhc Works, t.he work of the npemm to h:‘:bdu

the li upon

] engineer.
We also plnge mfm&m mdethe collected from

vince to
ferendum to the electors of
by proclamation within one year

retain their seats.
(b) To mnke it possible 1fl_t'»r

vision as it now exists.

other motor vehlelu, wgeM with
an equal iation from the re of the each year,

to pay the interest upon the bonds to provide lor permanent muh.
which shall be constructed as rapidly as possible.

PBOHIBITION PROVINCE WID
8. hds ves at the first session of
passalnu; tmzthaﬂeofintoﬂ liquors

three months after the pun&of said Act to nbmi;t&:-mw Te-

Province, and majority
votes cast be in favor of the said law, then to bring the same into force
thereafter.

BLECTION LAW.
4. (a) To amend the electoral law 80 as to make it im)
for members of the Legislature to traffic with

f 21 register
vt'hg: 3otem?eli.m, instead of waiting for the tedious machinery of re-
(Ife) Todiﬁdntheemﬁuhtodmmm which shall

i gt t

wﬂon. and within

posaible
the Government and still

young men, when they reach the
ud.h:'phud{oﬁh'ithm

make bribery in

draws out soreness,and red

ach
(d) We will also oomidet amendments to the election law to
as well as p 1 elections im

PROVINCIAL FINANCES.
5. To obtain at once a correct statement of the finaneial condi-

that the ition i¢ lead-

jerless, and ranges the party under the
\banner of a business man of sl--zhng
lwol-tl: who Has no  pe-itwul  sins.

/Mr. Foster’s training, fr<* as a clerk

:in the Bank of New Hru::iwick and
later as the managing head of one
‘of the largest, most successful and
| mest progressive wholesale houses f-r
‘ Eastern Canada, should prove a valua-
!bleuaettohisputy and be of great
| benefit to the country. Too few busi-
,Mess ‘men take the interest in boli-

tics it is desirable in their own and
the country’s interests that they

. should. Too few consent to the sacri-

fice which Mr. Foster’s acceptance of
party leadership and legislative ser-
vice, if he is fortunate enough to se-

jcure election, will envolve. That is

unfortunate. There is need in the
politics of this country for all the
men of personal integrity and business
standing who can. be induced to ac-

‘| cept nomination. It is to be hoped that

Mr. Foster’s splendid example will in-
spire other business men to give the
country the benefit of their ability and
jud t. It is particularly desirable
thattbemtﬂombaultrﬂnnd
85 thoroughly representative as pos-

informed in public affairs, and one who

* P the |

in the field in most of the con-

opmdun has much reason to con-

mﬁuh.te itself upon its pmm at
this time.

nuhondnﬂn.thnutfudsys!he' B yen

government it needs it to-day.” !
“The Province of New Brunswick is
to be congratulated in having as lead-

St. John,” said Hon.
in adddressing an
ing in City Hall, Mon

mﬂllnmmdlmuf that a mew government, “h'l‘

er of the Opposition, W. E_Fmotmnhonortopnbmlifvaﬁm
W. Robinson, ate the province from a situatien

feel that in accepting leadership of the
party he is doing so only because he
feels that it is his duty to do so. You!
wﬂlhnnomthdeeﬂn.mto
support him in the Legislature and
thus give the Province better govern-
ment.”

Evening Times:—The opposition
party in this provinee i to be congrat- |
ulated on the fact that Mr. W. E. Fos-
ter has accepted the position of leader.
|He is a young man, of unimpeachable
integrity, successful in- busimess, well

commands public confidence and es-
teem. - Under such a leader the

@

“@ood m hg>

and Good Luck!”’

‘Thnnkyou for the wnshesg_ for

WRIGLEYS

The Flavour

This great little pick-me-up
is full of vigour and vim for
the jaded soldier. Quenches
new life to enervated spirits.

sible, The questions that will develop
:ulnnltofthem,mdunmﬁ.
llemlthmwmbﬂngwma.um
the most careful consideration of the
best judgment that can be brought to
hear on them. The call for public
nervle.dﬂlhdmeilutmlylu&l-
jotic eall a8 any other demand in the
lEmpin’thhruts; and it is equally a
patriotic duty to see that the men
selected measure up to the service.”
The 8t. John uTelegraph says:—Mr..
w. B.anhmeolmkul-
,‘Q- provincial _ opposition,

swelling. Those who have once
used Zam-Buk for the treatment
_ of winter ailments say they would

USE

no other remedy, as experience ’

roves that nothll:s can equal VALLEY-RAILWAY.

m-Buk for chapped hands, cold 7. To complete the Valley Railway fro
sores, cold cracks and chilblains. continental Ruh; at or mear Grand hn-.

It is aiso invaluable for all skin Dominion earrying
injuries and diseases. All drug- :1 slation and allow the Provinee fortyy;tar eent.
thereof.

sts and stores, or Zam-Buk Co., in
s;::ntlo. bo:&I 3 for. $1.25.
c. stamp ta, on

free trial box. T

grant received from the
tical patronage.
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