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They- guarded.-tire- narrow paw Jeal­
ously and none could pass without 
Myfag* first paid them. At the pres­
ent tlmp nothing is left of the village Scotsman,
save a few -tumble down huts and — „
some scattered totem poles. Sttonge „T- B. Maclachlan. Educated at 
beasts—bears,, lizards, frogs and the George Watson's college, he began 
nasttieless creatures of Indian herald it newspaper work on foe Edinburgh 
perched on top of these polite, still Evening News. Joined the1 staff of the » 
gaze down on the river—the decaying Scotsman In 1*86; sub-editor of the 
remnants of a Vanished power., Evening Dispatch till he was appoint­

ed editor of the Weekly Scotsman. Au­
thor of “William Blacklock, Journal­
ist," “Lite of David Livingstone,” "Life 
Of Mungo Pat*." Originator of the 
Scotsman heather scheme, by which 
heather is sent in parcels for St An­
drew's day td Scottish societies 
throughout the. world.

Daily News. V 
Mr. H. W. Smith, chief sub-editor 

of the London Dally NewsL the paper 
once edited by Charles, Dickens, and 
now the organ- of the Liberal party. 
Mr. Smith has been en the staff or 
seventeen years, joining as 
foreign editor, "and acting for a time 
as foreign editor.

wood, and the soil and climate Are 
splendid for% fruit 
Little Canÿoix add

don News. Mr. Begg accompanied tire 
-Prince of Wales' dewing H. R. H.'a 
■ tour in India. mm from nr *growing. At the 

at Kitsilaas, at the 
mouth of the Grand Canyon, are,8ev- 
era! farms,- there-being Indeed" quite â 
large settlement at the latter point, 
strawberries which could be beaten. 
The settlers gif state that the coun­
try cannot be surpassed for fruit, and 
your correspondent saw flourishing 
apple, pear and 'plum trees and tasted 
nowwhere in this province.

Kitsilaas Canyon Is the worst point 
on the navigable po 
and this la sayinj 
as the. river as a. whole has the : 
of being one of the “wickedest" 
most treacherous In the west coast. 
It has been formed by the action of 
the river in cutting its way through 
a large ledge of rock about a quarter 
of a mile In width which Is the course 
of the slow rising motion which Is 
the geological feature of the whole 
upper portion of the valley, has been 
lifted Into the bed of the streams. 
Through this rampant, the waters has 
worn a narrow zig zag channel, down 
which it tears at - a frightful rate of 
speed. There Is a drop of many feet 
between the Intake and the outlet of 
the canyon and so rapid is the des­
cent that in many places where rocks 
•occur In the stream bed, falls of two 
and three feet to height occur. Td 
those who have no experience of thé 
ways of the flat-bottomed stern- 
wheeler, it would seem impossible that 
any vessel could ever stem the swift 
current which rushes through the 
rocky pass and live. The passage 
of the canyon is, however, a regular1 
Incident in the customary trips of the 
river boats. ' The stoutest engines are 
quite unavailing against the 
which roars through the canyon 
lines resorted to, to get the vessel 
through.

Before attempting the canyon it IS 
customary to call a hp.lt at Kitsilaas at 
the foot of the rapids, for the purpose 
of working to the engines and making 
all preparations. The steam is turned 
on to the winches or the fore deck, 
Her wh o cables are all colled ready 
for use, and each member of the crew 
takes his allotted position. Then 
with the steam roaring through the 
safety valve, the funnel belching 
flames and smoke In clouds and the 
whole vessel vibrating to the shaking 
of the engines, the steamer heads for 
the rapids. Up and up she churns, the 
allot taking advantage of every lltO# 
eddy and current, until she can no 
longer bfeast the torrent, but hangs 
swaying in the stream.

Then wboilecrew and such passen­
gers as have cared to stay on board 
stand by with collision fenders, made 
of cord wood sticks. The steamer is 
swung into the precipitous bank, an 
Indian deck hand, taking with him the 
loose end of the cable leaps ashors 
and with his companions scramble 
round excitedly on the lower 
deck and the captain swears and 
prays on the poop, makes it fast to a 
tree, or to the ring, bolts, which are 
let Into the rock at Intervals along 
the canyon, once the- rope is fast the 
capstan is set going and so the vessel 
gradually works Its way up the stream. 
Sometimes two cables are used, and 
at times three are necessary to hold 
the tresse! against the force of the
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British Admiralty’s Programme fbr 

Next Year.

London, July 30.—During the course 
of a discussion on naval matters ip* 
the house of lords today, Baron 
TweedmOuth, first lord of the admiral­
ty, said that the admiralty had in 
mind a new and extended cruiser con- 
sruction policy, which probably would: 
be brought forward next year. "After 
all,” said he, "the cruiser is the ship 
by means of which we keep our domi­
nance of the sea. The battleships a* 
the policemen of the sea. It fa thetr 
business to destroy the fleet of the 
enemy, leaving the croisera to guard 
the commerce."

J. R. Anderson, deputy minister of 
agriculture returned fast evening from 
a trip through the Kootenays. He 
spent some time in Kaslo where be 
formally organized the new Kootenay 
Lake Institute. Meetings were held, 
•at Kaslo. at Ainsworth and Pilot Bay 
where the deputy minister a 
the farmers of the respective 
upon matters connected with farmers’ 
institute work and fruit growing. Neil 
Mackay, M. P P for Kaslo, was also 
present at the various meetings and, 
delivered addresses, as did J. W. Cop­
pell, of Kaslo. The latter spoke at 
some length on Inject pests. The fol­
lowing were elected officers of the new 
institute.

President, J. G. Painter, Kaslo.
Vice-president W. G. Robb, Kaslo; 

secretary-treasurer A. J. Curie. Kas- 
k>.

Directors, W. G. Mathews, Houser, 
D. Wadd, Crawford Bay; Mr. Gold­
smith, Kaslo, and T. Clark, Kaslo.

In the course of his tour, Mr. Ander­
son visited Creston where he examin­
ed the strange death of a number of 
cows'. No trace of any poisonous.plant 
could be found and it is surmised that 
the death of the animals was cabled 
by their eating dynamite, carelessly 
left by some farmers after blowing up 
stumps. The contents of the stomach 
of one of the animals was brought 
back for analysis and It Is hoped to 
discover the cause of death.

Mr. Anderson reports that the crop 
prospects are most favorable for tihfe 
present year. Everything Is green and 
flourishing, there having been plenty 
of rain. During his visit there were, 
thunder showers. The crops especially 
the fruit looks exceedingly well all 
through the Kootenays. The cherries 
look exceedingly 
to she at Kaslo and Nelson.

Creston Is progressing rapidly, a 
branch of the Bank of Commerce hav­
ing lately been inaugurated there. 
There are still large areas of land un­
occupied, the lower ground suitable 
for crops.of hay, etc., while the up­
lands, are available for the culture of 
fruit, The travel is at present heavy. 
Many new settlers are arriving from 
the east and the praiMes, while the 
trains are crowded with tourists. ’

During his trip, Mr. Anderson made 
examination of the districts

CAPITAL (all paid up)...... $6,000,000,00
RESERVE FUND . $4,000,000.00

districts A General Banking Business Conductedistant

Savings Bank DepartmentPall Mall Gazette.
Mr. Howard Gray had a distinguish­

ed cadger at Aberdeen university and 
the» enlisted to the Fourth (militia) 
Highland Light Infantry, 
journalism, and joined the staff of the 
Scottish Leader. ThAi edited the Bir­
mingham Argus. Now la leader writer 
ett the Pall Mall Gazette, the chief 
Conservative evening paper.

Morning Post.
Mr. P.-H. Cookman, foreign and col­

onial editor of this famous Conserva­
tive and fashionable Journal. Mr. 
Cookman has Been oh the staff of the 
Morning Post for neatly twenty years 
and has been its spectâl correspond­
ent In Denmark and other foreign 
countries on important, occasions. The 
Morning Post has always paid special 
attention to Canada matters. Mr. 
Cookman fa a Londoner.

Cardiff Western Mail.
Mr. J. Arthur Sandbrook, chief as­

sistant-editor, joined the staff of the 
Cambrian to 1891, arid became chief 
reporter and sub-editor. Volunteered 
for service with the Welsh regiment 

_ _ v *n the South African war. He was
. Cn Tuesday next a number of disV With the regiment iri Lord Roberts’ 

tingulshed British Journalists, who, main’ advance > from Bloemfontein 
are crossing the continent as the through Johannesburg arid" Pretoria 

ot the C. P. R., will arrive to and westward to the Portuguese bor- 
w.r^r‘o" .Th® Party faft Calgary ÿes- der, being present at the general 
ta Pr>Ceelbï eaS' atafes Hons of Diamond Mill arid Belfast, and
on Mono» J' «’ ^ thSy STf several smaller engagétoènts. He act-
Banff roi’ Ker having visited ed at the same time as a special cor-
Sr faèv wuf™»» hi respondent for the Welsh papers. On
will remain here until Thursday when brook*jolnedThl stoff^th^wStern 
they will leave again for Vancouver, £?„ J. ,®* the staff of the Western 
from where they will proceed- east by l6adl“F Weigh newspaper, as
way of the Crow's Nest Pass line. It ? reporter, and a year later, In 1902, 
may be Interesting that the stay to he. became assistant editor and leader 
Victoria Js the longest they will make writer.
In any One place during their entire 
trip through Canada. The,, personnel 
of the party Is us .follows’

The Times
Mr. Ernest Brain Joined the staff of 

the London Times in 1888 add has 
acter as reporter, subeditor, private 
secretary to the editor-in-chief, and 
on many occasions as special corre­
spondent. He was London correspon­
dent of the New York Times from Au­
gust, 1903, to November, '1904, suc­
ceeding Harold Frederic in this capa­
city. in 1904 he was special corre­
spondent of the Times during thé visit 
of King Edward to Paris which laid 
the foundations' of the entente' cordiale 
between France and England, and 
again during the visit of the King and 
Queen of Italy .to .Paris,in the same 
year. He -has ; acted as, assistant to 
the Time» correspondent ip Paris, and 
was appointed an officer of public In­
struction In 1906; the gold palms of 
the decorations being presented to him 
by M. Paul Gambon, French ambassa­
dor in London. Mr. Brain is a mem­
ber of the bar and of the London Sav­
age club. - S ’.

Deposits received of one dollar and upwards and 
interest allowed from date of deposit and 

is compounded four times a year

•e Drifted IntoGrant to Lord Cromer.
London, July 30.—Both houses to­

day approved tile grant of 8260,000 to 
Lord Cromer, who recently resigned 
the post of British Agent and Consul- 
General to Egypt. Banking by Mail.

All out of town business will receive prompt attention, deposits 
be made and money withdrawn by mail without any delay.
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VICTORIA BRANCH, R. F. TAYLOR, Manager

Party Now Touring Canada Will 
Spend Three Pays In 

' Victoria Save $3.00 
On a Suit/

well and are a sight

ac-
We emphasize the ideal summer fabric of dependable 
quality, navy.blue flannel with tiny white stripe, just the 
neat, comfortable summer suit an up-to-date man needs for 
outing, travel, business, semi-dress—anything.

Regular $13,00 Suits, Special 
This Week $10.00

Glasgow Herald.
On the London staff of the Glasgow 

Herald, Mr. Rindef’ Is the art critic for 
that paper And /also fgr: jthë Daily 
News. As a descriptive writer Mr. Hin­
der . has few equals on the English 
press. He is also a regular contribu­
tor to Such papers ah the Art Journal.

Westminster Gazette. - 
Ma, Kenneth Barnes Is a graduate 

of Christ church, Qjjford, and -for a 
time was to the land registry office. A 
frequent contributor- to many newspa­
pers, he joined the literary staff of the 
Westminster Gazette, A.s a brother of 
the famous actresses,;Irene and Violet 
Vanbrugh, Mr. Barn®»,-has taken spe­
cial Interest -In the stage and Is a pro­
mising playwright in)-,
1 'Ih Chargé elf JWt*. Hant.M i ....
‘ Mr. J. M. Gibbon, tW'ihe C. P. R., who 
brought out the priritÿ: from England, 
and who is accompanying them as far 
as - Victoria, is a graduate of Christ 
church, Oxford, and has studied art in 
Paris. He was editot of the illustrated 
weekly, Black and ! White, fpr two 

Joined the ‘European office of 
-— P. R.zto organize a publication
department for that office. Is 
niai, born in Ceylon. . The whole party 
fa under the cb 
Ham, of the C.

a c
where the codling moth was reported 
to exist, but did not find the slightest 
trace of it. The moth preys on apple 
and pekr trees and its ravages have 
been greet in California and Washing­
ton and Oregon. The immunity which 
British Columbia enjoys, Mr. Ander-" 
son ascribes to the energetic methods 
adopted by Thomas Cunningham, In­
spector of fruit trees last year. It 
could hardly have been expected that 
the pest if it had existed could have 
been eradicated in one season yet such 
appears to be the case.

y**>

A perfect fitting, well tailored Suit in which you will feel 
cool, comfortable and entirely satisfied 
piece Sac Suits, latest style, single or double breasted- A 
value you’ll rèmember when you’re a grandfather.

Two and three-cur-

The working of a steamer up the 
stream is a most precarious business, 
requiring the exercise of the greatest 
skill and judgment on the part of the 
captain and pilot. Were it not for 
the Indians who constitute the crews 
of the river vessels, it would be vir­
tually impossible. }n passing the;,can- 
yon they do work such as- no white 
sâlldr would do. They leap from rock 
pr scramble along narrow ledgés over­
hanging the seething water with the 
sure-footed agility of mountain goats. 
They make wild dashes from shore to 
shore, through the boiling' torrent In 
small boats, carrying with theih the 
cable; they plunge waist deep into the 
stream In places where a misstep 
would place them at the merey of the 
cruel waters, and they seem to enjoy 
It all. Something in the wild work 
appeals to their nature and for $45 a 
month they take risks which would 
appal any white map.

Everyone wno passes through the 
canyon Invariably asks the question— 
“Why has the channel not been im­
proved?" It Is of. such a nature that 
it could be rendered much pafer and 
easier of passage at a comparatively 
low cost, and yet despite this, save tor 
the insertloh of some score of ring 
bolts at various points along, the can- 
you, nothing has been done to aid 
navigation. Three steamers, the 
Mount Royal and the Hazleton for "the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, and North- 
West for the North British Columbia 
Commercial and Navigation company, 
pass through the canyon many times 
each summer on their regular run to 
Hazleton from Esalngton. This traf­
fic is continually growing arid yet de­
spite this the canyon is now in much 
.the same state as nature left it.

It Is current gpsslp among steam­
boat men on the Skeena that the 
Dominion government has spent $30,- 
000 on the canyon. If so, this ~ts a 
glaring example of the utter Incapa­
city of the authorities at Ottawa to 
deal with the situation. Had the mat-' 
ter been properly taken In hand, half 
that sum .should hâve sufficed to have 
made the passage comparatively safe 
and easy.

The most dangerous part of the 
whole canyon is just at the Head. At 
this point two enormous masses of 
rock divide the channel. into three 
parts, and by narrowing the bed in­
crease the .force of the water tremen­
dously. Just below this two .-points 
on the right hank of the river and ope 

left, fit into each other like 
>f a wolf, making the channel 

take three sharp turns and causing 
eddies, whirlpools and counter cur­
rents against which it Is all that the 
strongest cable can do to hold the 
ships. It is at this point that work 
should, be done, and It Is this that the 
government has left severely alone.

When your correspondent came 
through the canyon there was on the 
same steamer a man who had done 
much work on the conservancy of the 
Columbia river for the United States 
government. He stated that with fif­
ty boxes of powder he would under­
take to dispose of the big rock at the 
bead of the canyon, which is the main 
cause o* the trouble. Once that was 
gone the water would have a clean 
sweep Into the channel. With twenty 
boxes each he calculated he could do 
away with the two tooth-like points 
which so complicate navigation just 
below this point, and with ninety 
boxes of powder in all, straighten out 
the very worst part of the whole pas­
sage.

Your correspondent was informed 
that all last summer—three months 
In all—a man In the employ of the 
Dominion government spent his riime 
in the neighborhood of the canyon, 
ostensibly getting data for plans for 
the improvement of the passage. That 
man was paid at the rate of $5. a 
day, and all found, for his work. He 
left, and nothing has since been heard 
of him or the projected Improvements.

At the head of the canyon are the 
remains of an old Indian village. This 
was once a strongly fortified post, 
marking the extreme limit of the ter­
ritories of the Tslmpseans. Here they 
were accustomed to collect toll from 
all Indians going down the river to 
barter with the tribes of the coast

BRITISH JOURNALISTS.

Regina, July 29.—The grand reception 
accorded . the British journalists at 
Winnipeg was followed by an equally 
enthusiastic welcoihe at Brandon, where 
the ylsitora were met by .Hon. Dr. Me- 
Innls, provincial secretory; Mayor Cla- 
mon-ta and tho aldermeH and a number 
pf prominent citizens. In t)te party were 
Mr. Whyte, second vide-president ana 
C. B. McPherson, general 
agent of the C.P.IL

Quebec, July 29.—A second British 
press party arrived in Quebec by the 
Allan steamer Virginian. The members 
of the party are: Messrs. Wm. Long- 
staff, London: J. T. Dunsford, Bridge- 
water; W. Redmond, Bristol: A. H. Po-' 
well, Birmingham; Charles W. Sterner,* 
Darlington; Joseph Cook. Sheffield; B. 
McConkey, Belfast; R.. Coombe, Dundee, 
and Allenburgb, Manchester. ,

WILSONV WWGOVISr VICTORIA.6.CV

1
if

passenger

The Standard
Known In the first place as à novel­

ist and writer of short stories, many 
of which have dealt with his own wan­
dering life, Mr. A. J, Dawson, repre­
sentative of the London Standard, has 
of late ÿeârs achieved success' as . a 
writer upon Imperial' questions, colon­
ial life and matters of patriotic Inter­
est to the British empire. Bis last 
book, “The Message,” was reviewed at 
length in-last Saturday's Ottawa Free 
Press by Dr. Wilfred Campbell, the 
Canadian poet. It was* to connection 
with- this striking romance of Imperi­
al patriotism that his excellency the 
governor-general sent for Mr. Dawson 
in Quebec as soon as the British Jour­
nalists landed, there last Week. In 
England Lord Roberts, Lord Milner,' 
Lord Meath, Sir Gilbert Parker, Sir 
-George 'Taubman «Goldie, the founders 
of the navy league, and others, term­
ed a committee for the purpose of ex­
tending the circulation of the book in 
the Interests of empire patriotism. In' 
this book England Is rescued from 
very sore straits toainly by the efforts 
of certain patriotic Canadians. Mr. 
Dawson has lived and worked for his 
living and his convictions, as a citi­
zen and author,-fa Australia, New Zea­
land, India, Mauritius, North, South 

South ' America and. 
His empire 

work for the ' Standard has brought 
him many letters from Canadian 
statesmen, and his keen support of 
the Canadian emigration office in 
London. It was because of this $hat 
he was led to forego various Import­
ant literary engagements this sum­
mer to visit Canada, regarding the C. 
P. R, as one of the njost Important 
empire-bulldlng agencies that the 
world has ever seen.

The Daily Chronicle.
Mr. Harold Begble, a near relative 

of the late Sir Matthew Begble, tho 
distinguished Chief Justice of British 
Columbia. Mr. Begble wrote the fam­
ous poem, - “The Handy Man,” which 
commemorated the sailors' work to 
Ladysmith, and has also written many 
well known novels such as "Sir John 
Sparrow," and “The Priest,” and “The 
VlrglL” He is at present engaged on 
a novel In which the scene is laid part­
ly in Canada. Mr. Begble rivals Kip­
ling in the number of poems he has 
contributed to the Times, and has con­
tributed innumerable signed articles to 
such papers as the Morning Post, the 
Daily Mall and the important paper 
which he now represents. He also 
writes fo ' Punch. '*

The Northern Whig, Belfast.
Mr. J. R. Fisher, editor and mana­

ger, was born and educated in Ire­
land, graduated at Queen’s university, 
studied law to London and Paris, and 
was called to tile bar In 1888. He xrias 
for some time’assistant editor of the 
London Standard and has written the 
chief book on the law relating to news­
papers. Mr. Fisher Is a capital speak­
er and. a keen politician- Like Mr. 
Brain, he Is a member of the London 
Savage club.

yeare ithe
ta colo-
♦

House Furnishing 
Discount Sale

|rge of Mr. George H.
♦
f—<>
♦
♦QUEER CITY BRINGS 

NEWS FROM ORNNERIES
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!Commencing Saturday, July 27th, we will for Ten Days 
allow a discount of 25 per cent, off small lines of 

Enamel and Tinware, including the Famous 
Austrian Elite Ware, just imported.

Reports Pack on River’s Inlet- 
Timber Cruiser Sustains 

Serious Accident

Well Known Mining Man Says 
It Will Rival the Boundary 

Country

♦
♦
♦

»

The steamer Queen City, Captain 
Gunns, returned to port yesterday 
morning from Rivers Inlet, Hardy

Vancouver, B C., July 30.—“If surface 
indications count for anything, the 
Telqua mining region will, within a 
few years, be as great a copper pro­
ducer as the Boundary district; in fact 
it may in time exceed the Joint output 
of the Boundary district and Rosa- 
land.” ,

This was the enthusiastic prediction 
made by Mr. James Cronin, of Spo­
kane, Who, with Mr. Charles Thelss, 
a fellow-townsman, returned on the 
Princess Royal from a month’s stay 
itt the north. Mr. Cronin fa probably 
the best known mining operator in 
the west. His ’ latest official position, 
which he resigned less than a year 
ago, was that of general manager of' 
the Consolidated Mining & Smelting 
Company of Canada, owiring the St. 
Eugene mine at Moyle, the smelter at 
Trail and the War Eagle, Centre Star 
and Idaho mines at Rossland.

“The Telqua , < district, which -is 
reached via the Bulkley valley," said 
Mr. Cronin, "is about thirty miles long 
and five miles wide.- The .surface 
showings of copper ore pf good value 
are phenomenal, but srifflcient work 
has not yet been done to prove them 
at depth. Two of the principal com­
panies there employ about forty men, 
and the miners in the district number 
over two hundred. They are handi­
capped owing to a lack of trails. The 
government seems to have done little 
in that direction -At least forty claims 
are being developed. Mr Harry How- 
ison has built sixty miles of trails 
leading to the various camps.

“We also visited the Bablne range, 
northeast of the Telqua. Owing to 
the lack of trails we could not travel 
faster than a mile and a half an hour. 
Here also is a promising mining dis­
trict, which is destined to add an­
other rich lead district to British 
Columbia. The lead and silver ores are 
known to be located in a belt six 
miles long and two miles wide.

“The first discovery was on the 
Devil group, and it has the most de­
veloped surface showings. The owners 
cannot undertake extensive work ow­
ing to the difficulty of getting In sup­
plies.

“My visit was undertaken with a 
view to securing Investments. I shall 
know more about my plans as soon 
as I get my ore samples assayed.”

Mr. Cronin spoke enthusiastically 
about the agricultural possibilities of 
the Bulkley valley.

B.C. HARDWARE COMPANYbay, the varipus logging camps of the 
east coast and Texada island, bring­
ing ■ about sixty passenger!), one of 
whom, W; Purkts,' a timber cruiser, 
was " the victim of a serious accident, 
as'a result of whith he may lose his 
hand. He was shooting in* the vicin­
ity of Rook bay, being out in a small 
boat with a Shotgun, and reached for 
the weapon, catching It by the bar­
rel with the result that It was dis­
charged, blowing away a portion of 
his hand. He was in a weak state, 
having lost a great deal of blodd, be­
fore help came to him. He was two 
days before he cottld get attention, 
and when he reached the Rock Bay 
hospital viras to an exhausted condi­
tion. He was brought down to Van­
couver, where he will receive- atten­
tion. It is feared it may be necessary 
to amputate the hand, Which Is badly 
mangled.

News was brought from Rivers In­
let that the eanners are working 
briskly, and the fishermen have been 
taking from 80 to 100 fish to the 
boat
packs of the various canneries on 
Rivers Inlet and at Alert bay and vi­
cinity up to Friday, when the steam­
er left for the south, as follows :

E. E. GREENSHAW
Corner Broad and Yates Streets

W. J. GRIFFIN
and West Africa, 
in his native England;

Phone .82 P. O. Box 683

VICTORIA’S QUALITY STOREon the 
fangs o

the

V
! Before Buying

GROCERIES
Captain Gunns reports the Write us for prices and we can save you money. Mail Or­

ders receive our best attention.
1

Cases. 
.15,500 
.11,800 
.11,600 
.11,000 
. 9,000 
. 9,000 
. 4,200 
. 1,600

Several bush fires are reported to 
be raging on the northern coast. The 
Queen City will leave again for Riv­
ers Inlet and way ports .at 10 p. m. 
tonight, and it Is expected she will 
have a large freight.

FELL & CO., Ltd.
VICTORIA, B. C

Wadhams . 
Brunswick 
Good Hope 
Beaver ... 
Etrathcona 
Klldalla .. 
Alert bay 
Quatlaska .

P. O. Box 48.
X

Hazelton and Bulkley Valley
Prospectors and intending settlers can bs fully 
equippsd at R. S. Sargent’s General Store at Hazel- 
ton. All prospectors’ g rooeries packed In ootton 
sacks.. Small pack train in connection with business.

—Drop me a Lins —

Coal at Granite
Vancouver, B. C-, July 29.—Word 

received from Granite Creek 
that a fine seam of bituminous 
nine feet In width has been opened up 
on the North Fork, a few miles from 
Granite Creek.

William Corkle is the holder of the 
coal land and Is at present engaged 
in prospecting and opening up the 
seams.

Illustrated London News,
Mr. S. Begg, chief artist. Educated 

in New Zealand. Served In the public 
works department. Artist on Sydney 
and Melbourne papers ter five years. 
Studied in Paris for two years, and 
then came to London, where he Joined 
the staff of the Pictorial World. Was. 
on Black and White till Jre was asked 
to Join the staff of the Illustrated Lon-

states
coat

R. S. Sargent, Hazelton, B. C.
Fourteen years in Business at Hazelton
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GREAT FUTURE FOR 
THE SKEENA RIVER

it Will Be for the North What 
the Fraser Is to the

South

Hazelton, July 1.—Special corre­
spondence.)—What the Fraser fa to 
the lower mainland of British Colum­
bia and much more besides, the Skee­
na river to destined to become for that 
part ot the province through which it 
runs. The area of agricultural coun­
try through which the latter runs fa 
far greater In extent than that tra­
versed by the former, while the dis­
tance from its mouth to the limit of 
navigation on the Skeena is almost 
twice that of the Fraser. Port Es- 
eington, on the estuary of the Skee­
na, corresponds to New Westminster 
on the Fraser, being the point at 
which the river traffic meets that of 
the seas. From New Westminster to 
Chlllewack, which 
er vessels run on 
66 miles. From Esslngton to Hazle­
ton, the limit of steamboat navigation 
on the Skeena, Is over 180 miles.

At the present time, save for-scat­
tered settlements, the vaHey of the 
Skeena Is wilderness, typically “howl­
ing.” The state of affairs along the 
river Is almost exactly similar to that 
along the Fraser 25 or SO years ago, 
and as the valley of the southern river 
has been opened up and settled since 
that time, so it is safe to say that a 
«core more years will see the banks 
of the Skeena, now covered with tim­
ber and Inhabited only by the Indian 
tribes, thick with prosperous farming 
communities.

A traveller passing up the river on 
one of the steamers gets but a cursory 
survey of the country through which 
he to passing, but to your correspond­
ent the vast majority of that along 
the Skeena between Esslngton and 
Hazleton appeared capable of the 
greatest development.

At Esslngton Itself agriculture Is 
veritably Impossible. The immense 
rainfall of 126 Inches a year precludes 

possibility of growing any but a 
few hardy vegetables, while the soli is 
of a peaty nature and unfit for tillage. 
It is In the river that lies the future 
of Esslngton. The town centers roun4 
the fishing Industry. Its white popu­
lation numbers about 260 souls, and all 
of these, save one or two who are 
employed in the tvte excellent hotels 
which the town boasts, are occupied 
In the canneries. Altogether In Es- 
slngton and Its purlieus there are 11 
large canning plants, all In full oper­
ation When your correspondent left 
the city on June 28 the fish were just 
commencing to run and hundreds of 
boats were out The actual fishing 1s 
almost divided between the Indians 
and Japanese, few, if any, white men 
being employed on the boats.

From Esslngton upwards for some 
miles the banks of the river are rug­
ged and unfit for cultivation. As the 
higher reaches of the stream are at­
tained the rainfall diminishes and the 
summer climate becomes very much 
the same as that of the Fraser valley. 
The Winter temperatures are, how­
ever, considerably lower. About 50 
miles above Esslngton large alluvial 
islands occur In the stream, these be­
ing of exactly the same formation as 
the delta of the Fraser. At the time 
your correspondent saw these islands 
the water was at the highest point it 
had attained ithls season, and even 
then the surface of the Islands was a 
full foot above the river level. Set­
tler? who have been In -the valley for 
four and five years state that they 
have not seen these Islands flooded. 
If it Is really the case that these 
tracts are not subject to yearly in­
best farming land in the province. The 
soil is soft and fine and contains no 
stones, making its tillage an easy mat­
ter. At the present time these is­
lands are covered with a heavy 
growth of cottonwood. The trees are 
not particularly large, but are of 
roarkably even growth, 
tonwood groves offer great possibili­
ties as a source of wood pulp for pa­
per making purposes.
Robin Dunsmuir had two survey par­
ties on the ground making a thorough 
Investigation as to the resources of 
these islands, and it is currently 
ported that he has obtained the great­
er part of the supply for wood pulp 
purposes.

In this part, of the valley the moun­
tains come right down to the waters. 
T“®y 8-re ter the most part covered 
with timber, which will be cut and 
milled as soon as the river has been 
put In a. fit state for logging pur- 
poses. At the present time, owing to 
the numerous opportunities tor the 
formation of jams, It would be next 
to impossible to send logs down the 
stream, so that up to the present 
there is little lumbering 
trtot. x

It fa at Ketsumgallum river,* about 
60 miles from Esslngton, that the first 
really good 'agricultural land Is met 
with. Settlement is going on here 
more rapidly than anywhere else along 
the Skeena, many families having 
gone in of late. It is expected that 
this will be an Important station on 
the G.T.P. and partly with thie in view 
and partly to accommodate Incom­
ing settlers, a -commodious hotel is 
being erected at Frank’s landing at 
the mouth of the river.

The only part of the Ketsumgallum 
valley which has so far been settled is 
that within a few miles of the Skeena. 
This is heavily timbered and its 
clearing will be rather a hard under­
taking.
marketable and the excellence of the 
soil -pmply repays the settlers, for 
their toil, 
tried with great success and the valley 
promises to become one of the finest 
fruit districts of the province.

Higher up the valley towards Ket­
sumgallum lake, it is reported that the 
land is more open. Hunters and sur­
veyors, who have penetrated Into 
this district say that the lake Is a 
splendid body of water, and say that 
the country would be a splendid one 
for settlement by a colpny of thirty or 
so persons. It is rather too Isolated 
at the present time for Individual 
settlement.

Game is extremely plentiful in this 
district. Black bear are found in the 
woods in large numbers, around Ket­
sumgallum lake caribou are plentiful 
at certain seasons of the year, while 
grouse and email game are abundant. 
When the G. T. P. Is through to the 
coast the district should prove an 
ideal one for tourists of sporting pro­
clivities. '

From the mouth of the Ketsum­
gallum up to Kitsilaas Canyon good 
farm land Is abundant. The moun­
tains recede from the river, leaving 
long stretches of rolling foot hills, or 
timber covered slopes. The greater 
part of the forest Is very light, con­
sisting mostly of alder and cotton-
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