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THE TRADR QUESTION.

) e

The Nineteenth Century for July con-
tains three very striking articles on the
Imperial Trade igsue from the pens of
Sir Robert Giffen, @dward Dicey and
Benjamin Kidd. The first at"hackn- the
question from the point of view _of‘ a
statistician, the second from the point
of view of a publicist, and the third

experienced it, is merely preliminary to
a further stage, when the basis of agri-
cultural production furnisheéd by  the
tropical regions will in' time form the
most important of national exchanges
‘s against the mamufacturing power of
the temperate rvegions.” He finds the
most comprehensive statement’ of . the
policy in the words of the late Presi-
dent McKinley: ‘“The people of no na-
tion in history has ever, permanently
prospered under a policy “which sacri-
ficed its home industries to build up amd
develop the resources and give employ-
ment to the labor of foreign states.” He
goes on to show that this policy will
win, and must win, as against the trade
policy of Great Britain, by gradually
closing amd emasculating her markets
until the possibility of exporting manu-
faetured goods is no longer equal to her
necessity of importing raw material and
food supplies. [He sees the remedy im
adopting this theory of national develop-
ment not for Great Britain herself, but
for the Empire. 'Good for you, Mr.
Kidd! You go very close to the roots
of the whole question. The argument
that this  policy represents economic
waste he meets forcefully and eloquent-
ly. “The argument,” he says, *‘that
preferential tariffs represent economic
waste, and are a 6in against the laws
of trade, is one widely used in this con-
troversy.
'ple. Such am argument itself sins
against a first principle of the subject
in that it assumes am economic factor of
this kind to be the ruling factor in the

from the point of view of a philosopher.
All three articles unconsciously show
that Mr. Chamberlain has revivi.,ﬁed
thought on practical political questions
in Great Britain. He has touched a
spring that has released a long pent-up
force of criticism, and has brought the
thipker within range of practical poli-
tics, from which he has been debarred
through the verbal inanities into which
politios had degenerated. Sir Robert
{Giffen is as he describes himself in a
letter to the Times, “a convinced free-

|
trader.” He does not believe that there'

will be or can be any ecomomic advan-
tage to either Great Britain or the Col-
onies through the establishment of Im-

perial preferential relations; but he is;

careful to distinguish political advan-
tage from economical -advantage, and
bhe sees a political advantage in closer
trade relations justifying a measure of
economic loss, which he thinks would
be trivial, and which many people deny.
“The final conclusion is,” he says, ‘“‘that
while a system of mutual preferences
holdg out no promise of economic ad-
wantage to the Mother Country and the

Colonies, and will be a ticklish thing to:

establish 'and maintain, bringing with it
inevitable - deceptions and misunder-
standings which may tend to disinte-
grate the Empire rather than bhind it
together, yet there are good political
reasons at this juncture for taking coun-
sel with the Colonies as to the prac-
tical issues of Imperial union and for
arranging with them a good under-
standing on this topie, among others, so
#hat the commercial relations between
the Empire and foreign countries may
be adjusted on the basis 'of Imperial
umity, giving foreign céuntries no open-
ing for the attempts that have been
made to .distinguish between different
parts and penalize any part for its deal-
ings in matters of inter-Imperial trade.
As the political question is much more
important than the economic one, this
must be decisive of our action.
‘Although  disliking prophecy, and being
especially in doubt as to what boomer-
ang and other unexpected effects inter-
ferences with free trade may lead to,
I confess in vhis matter to having some
elief that the threat of mutual prefer-
ences and other measures to guard spe-
-cial industries in the Xmpire agaiust

. |stomachic considerations to a

The answer is, I think, sim~will immediately encounter.

particularly when attempted by a gov- JUVALe secretary,  fChe
ernment, one half of whose SUDDOTLEIS gy, gingularly appropriate it would
differ diametrically from the other half have been if Mr/ Sifton liad appeared in
as to the principles on which tariff re- parliament with a litezal as well as a

vision should be ecarried out. Sir Wil meta‘ph‘?ricn,l ;blmt’; eye! How appropri-

' ; .ate also if'. the

frid Laurier is a champion wriggler, but 8, (10" Faurier cabinet +had been
1 issues, 1l add the debonair visage of Fielding!

;x::h;:;;:}: l::)qemt:vzm ! v_[h;l:ﬁ situa- At Wwas not to be, however. These out-

tion may mot be immediately, but it .visting between the members of the

is this mrecogmized, that the Conserva-: it 3
§ s elate./ 'While Mr. Sifton a:
Hive party ia-alrendy being wooed as the do:. F.ield?ing are thus engaged in the in-}
while rty still holds the shad-|Paterson is said. to be considering
szo;v of:lc:,s mi)sugretuly betraying the ! whether he will save his gg?:o& emgzl:’e
o 8 o w
acerbity ‘of oppysition. - There s a gnd ;mgt l;)y& re:emﬂ'm'iu,g where he is.
issue, however, looming upon the hori- wor js the govemm;qt appnren:ctlg ,i‘if
!zom, which is destined to still further!whit more ready to bring dOW_ n i %
involve the government, the issue, name- ‘way bill than it was two weeks ago.

¢ i i proposal has had a re-
ly, of reciprocity with the United States. ?elgico:gl;?ut)g: p,covuntry calculated to
Apart altogether from-

the Imperial make any government reconsider its
movement to nwhich negotiations for re- pesition, The attempts to defend it
i i i i id Which appeared at first in the extreme
SHEACIL Wit the TUpltpd Sta:tes worfn ! partizan press have faded away into
be hostile, the only reciprocity which attenuated apologies and forecastings of |
thé "United States rwill consent to heaT™ 4 change of plan. The more Canaigia
of is the free exchange of our raw pro- wstudies this ‘Grand Trunk Pacific

i rtick I it likes it, and any at-
SHEW. for e manuivflctmred'a-' .es.' o :gxl;le;tletbth:orgssitl upon the country will
the government dallies, as it is inclined meet with nothing but disaster. If thel
’to dally, with any such proposition u,ﬁwrumentmhad pmx;gse;uttti;gs;t)ﬁgdm%

di i i it la-' e sum money 1 i :
- e dlﬂiscultle.sffundfir -:;hm&.a;;mmy 'tegolonria'l in the best possible working
|Mm PN She. AAEN .am i ~ .Y shape, and in buying the Canadian At
policy, will be as mothing compared with lantic railway so as to give a thoroughly
the . storm of indignant opposition = itjequipped national highway from the Alt:
Yet some-|lantic seaboard to the Lakes, it would
: |have done all that the present scheme
thing 4s meant along these lines, and, {can possibly accomplish, in a much' more
if it only has the effect of hastehing the businesslike and  economical waii
Liberal party into opposition, and does Coupled with that policy there cou

e regret it.|amendment.

———
CONSERVATIVE NOMINATIONS.

The provineial executive of the Lib-

unity prevailing|ergl.Gonseryative party, after. comsulta-

tion with Premier McBride yesterday,

if ‘he can wriggle out of the situation accentuated by”a swollen nose adorning|yave fixed on Saturday, 15th August, as

the day for holdimg mominating conven-
tious in the different ridings in the prov-

“ward and visible signs of the relationSi;n,e excepting in the cities of Victoria

and Vancouver, and the two ridings of

i ly, fa and so well inet were prevented by & private sec- \Gagsiny. The early date for the part
MIUE o mihustely, vk fg)hrz&whuse private secretary, history|pnsminations has b}gen fixed becauge o%

the importance of getting the party can-
didates in the hield in the scattered rid-

heir of victory, and the Liberal press, .. change of ministerial amenities, Mr. ings, particularly where a personal can-

vass has to be undertaken by the etan-
dard-bearer. The conditions are differ-
ent in Victoria and Vamcouver, whers
the voters all reside within narrow lim-
its, and it has been left to the executive
committees' of these gjties to make their
aown arrangements., The same is true of
such eities as New Westminster, Nanai-
mo, Rossland and Nelson, but it appears
to be the general'desire in these places
to get their candidates into the field.
After the 15th of Amgust the eampaign

{in the province may ibe said to have be-

gun, and the Conservative party, every-
where united and presentimg a solid
front, will Be in the field to win. Every
loyal Comnservative should, and we doubt
not will, support the duly mnominated
candidates. Once the standard-bearer
is chosenr in each coustituency, all bick-
erings and divisions will cease ag if by
magic, and a mnited and loyal effort be
made all over the province to make the

3 i It is going to be a:long and
arduous campaign, but the prize is a
wvictory for the party, and through the
Conservative party a stable government
for the province. That should be enough
to stimulate everyone to put. his shoulder
to the ‘wheel, and to relax no effert un-

; i1 H en a scheme to connect Winni-
not, by consummation, humiliate the,gg;ew?fh James Bay, which would have

policy of a living people. It has never
been so. The recent war involved the
!United Kingdom and the Colonies in an
ioutlay of nearly £300,000,000. It was
economic waste on a gigantic scale, But
the Spectator iconscientiously supported
it in the belief that a higher principle
was involved which overruled the argu-
ment of economic waste. The effort to
Iresist the importation of Chinese labor
in South Africa involves present eco-
nomic waste in the country. But the
Spectator, I am glad to say, has sup-
ported the resistance, and for the same
reason. Similarly, the effort to protect
the negro from £orced labor in South
Africa involves economic -waste. 'We
are all against.it nevertheless. The pro-
itection of infant industries is economic
waste. Even the administration of law
rand justice is often economic waste. It
is the langer purpose beyond and the
'question whether the purpose is worth
the price which count.” He concludes:
“It is a policy in every way worthy of
the great tradition behind us as a peo-
ple in Western history. To transform
a world-wide Empire of fragments and
sentiment into a Commonwealth with a
common purpose; to endeavor to uphold
therein the standards of civilization for
which we have fought and endured, the
standards of life for which labor in
this country has struggled and suffer-
ed; to endeavor thereby to introduce
some order and moral sense into the
gigantic squalor of those tendencies in
modern trade, production, and finance
of which the (Carnegies and Pierpont
iMorgans of the time have become the
embodiment: this is a cause worth lLiv-
ing for, worth fighting for, worth endur-
ing for. If I am not mistaken, it is the
cause the development and expansion of
which will fill the next fifty years of
history.” That is high politics. As we
said at the beginning, political diseus-
!sion in Great Britain has been sudden-
ly lifted out of dhe slough of mere
level
{which recalls the great days of history,
when the glorious institutions under
which we now live were in the erucible
of comtention,

SRR

THREE ISSUES.

There are three political issues in

the concerted attacks either of foreign‘
foreign  trusts, !
whose existence is favored by certain|
Protectionist conditions, may have the
effect of increasing the area of real free-!
dom. everywhere in industrial pursuits. !
At any rate, not much harm seems,
probable, and there is no weally plausi-
ble objection to our entering on com-
mon wction with cur Colonies.” Mr.
Dicey’'s ‘argument is vitiated, to our|
mind, by the fact that he is “class-con-i
scious.” He apparently objects to the|
people at lange directing the policy of
the nation. He maintains that the
wage-earners will mever vote to avert'
the consequences which thinkers can
oow see threaten !Great Britain, until
those consequences betray themselves asl
actuad facts in diminution of wages and |

comfort. We, on the other hand, think;2ised in its own ranks ou this questiol. ! 3o s to be terminated at Banff. These
that wage-earners are quite as capableflt has been repeatedly stated in well-in-{gentlemen are to be conducted through
of looking ahead as any other class, Cer- | foTmed quarters that there would be a

tainly history is full of instances in‘-

which classes have steadily supportedl
the most monstrous abuses.against. the
community as a whole, so long as these
abuses advanced the interests ;of their
particular class. Therefore we are by
10 means pessimistic as to the outcome
of an appeal on broad grounds to the
working elasses of Great Britain. We
refuse to subscribe to the famous defin-
ition of the human race as “miserable
insects devouring owe amother upon an
atom of clay,” whose individual vor-
fcity is oniy checked by the mecognition
in classes makes them
stronger to prey upon one another. Mr.
Kidd’s is the miost valuable contribution
to the discussion, of the three. This is
the more remarkable as he is a phil-
osophér, who wraps occasional Iuminos-
ity of thought in the folds of an ungov-
ernable verbiage, which makes all his

{issue.

the Dominion of Canada today. The
first of these is revision of the tariff.
Through its refusal to deal with this
issue in the way he approved of, the
government lost Mr, J, Israel Tarte.
'We do not know how far the person-
ality of Mr. Tarte is capable of injur-
ing the government, but we do know
that the ideas held by Mr. Tarte rep-
resent a very definite line of cleavage
between the present government aud the
people of Canada. 'The government has

endeavored to postpone dealing with the!

tariff question as ‘long as possible. It

has been generally supposed that it in- H

tended to make an appeal to the coun-
try, and come back with a strong
enough majority, on a general prosperity
verdict, to be able to overcome all the
vexatious beartburnings certain to e

general election this year, or early next
year.. {This would have been good poli-
tics had the tariff .issue been the -omly
one. - But -another issue has come up
with startling suddenness, the railway
Upon this question the govern-
ment has . lost Mr.. Blair. ‘Again we do
mot know the strength of the personality
of Mr. Blair as a factor in opposition to
the government. But again we do
know that the ideas of Mr. Blair on the
railway question are such as commend
themselves to the people of ICanada as
la whole, while the government’'s extra-
ordinary delay in bringing down iis
policy makes it look as though tney
commended themselves also to a con-
siderable section of the Liberal party.
If the government had brought down a
generally popular railway policy, upon
which its own party was united and en-
thusiastic, there is mo question but that

much the worse. The goverment cannoi ‘north of the Hudson Bay watershed in
wreck itself any too soon to suit the!a matural and practicable manner. If

et he interests of Canada alone had been
imeede. and aepirations of - Camds, ""d:hi 14':011‘@(31'11 of the government, these

inwith Sifton at the helm, we are delight.-!‘m.e the dlil'eCtionst ﬁhe ‘g'i"lvlern?:sigi
! it i in; straight policy would have taken. e P

e s;e t];]at ;;:c];s i A gropgsitiou is tainted by the fact th_nt

i oo e o not the interests of (Canada, but the in-

? terests of .the promoters of the Gnand

THE FAR EAST. Trunk Pacific, have been considered.

e . The government is breaking up under

If there is any truth in the Far Bast the strain of blinding the people of Can-

e . s ft to that fact, and the ministers are
it is hidden in the‘bottom of o deep a :gaso(rj‘e over the horrible blunder in

well that the most industriows and per-' they have made that they can
‘ policy N A

tinacious of newspaper correspondents hardly refrain from coming to blows.
!cannot bying it into view. At the same B
itime there appears to be an impression TROUBLE IN HALIFAX.
'gaining ground that Japan and Russia ; m— :

! driffti i i There 'is trouble in Halifax. A rev-
el tmg P bty i Tt iohcy Of{erend gentleman there has denounced
Russia is directly hostile to t e IDLEr- 1o Jadies of his fashionable congrega-
ests of Japan, and unless Russia can be tion for swearing on the golf course. We
forced or persuaded to postpone the weal- have oftens wondered what ladies do

izati ; i {upon certain ocecasions in the game ‘of
s R S elthe{r‘voplof. Now we have it on the authority

resist her by force or succumb to the ge {hiy Halitax elergyman that they
pressure she js exerting. ‘We can See 1o, “swear like troopers.” 'We bave no ex-
reason 'why Russia should delay in dis- tended acquaintance with troopers, ex-

¢ Gy .10: lcept in the pages of historical novels;
closing her hand. Neither Great 'Bntann’,an% the language of these gentlemen as
nor the United [Sttates is at all likely at reported is above Teproach. But if this

the present time to go the length of ;clergyman had said “like male golfers,”

ing “, » pan js!it would have earried a depth of mean-
[ﬁghtl 2 for the “open doo}’. Jupan js ing to our intelligence. This cler_gymam
jnever likely to have less influence over ‘perhaps, underrates the temptations of

!IChina’ than she exerts at present. A jgolf, Hven members of his ewn pro-
breathing spell would be used by Japan fession have beém knmown to succumb.

Chi in | i{Is there mot the historical story of the
t(.) strengthen' Chjun. S h 5 DUVow. of r.e- hﬂergyman who was heard to mutter,
sistance against [Russia, and Russia after a disgraceful *foozle”: “Tll hae

must ‘well know that (China, modern-ito gie it mp! Il hae to gie it wp!” and
ized and armed, would be an uncon-|'Who, when his friend said, ‘‘What! Give

dep ; lup golf!” replied sadly, but firmly,
querable opponent, and might even be;‘Na h Sea ] TG nistry?”  We
jable to roll back the tide of Moscovite qro ‘aware that & Teasting is in order
| aggression in the Far Wast. Therefore lwhen this story is told, because of the

! i i snal-|only form in, which chestnuts are pal-
. s’hm'ﬂd thn.nk et ‘Ru_msxa, o ateable. But how beautifully it illus-
iy credited et sy guiniel ress for‘trate@s what this veverend gentleman in

honorable obligations, would push M!?Hxn]ifax does not"understand, thefcotrklxl.
present aggression to the verge, if not bined. fascination and irritatiem o %
G%s the veras, o mec(WIES Jupen Il g L APt Brvest adibly
depends a good deal mpon the temper of ]lsuccessful. We knew of a case once
Japan whether it is pushed over the twhere a man was in the habit ef play-
verge or mot. Russia and Japan may Egkw;.lt)h % Seﬁﬁ mo S@‘goplf}inx;agg
" " 3 ¥ 3 _task about his ! ] i

appea.r to be singularly 1ll-matche?d an e khew of Do-Way b0 Jorrect the Mabit.
tagonists, but they are so more in @p-'wo clergyman suggested that every
pearance than in reality. Russia wouldl‘tj,me he swore he should pick up a peb-

very name of ICanada, no one will beijoq to the opening up of the territorytive party will have no difficulty in: tak-

be operating at an enormous distance,
from her base of supplies and real;
source of power. (Her position in Man-|
churia would be practically indefensi-
ble ¥ China rco-operated with Japan,
and would be as hand to defend physical~
ly, as it is Jegally. against Japan alone.
R g e
TOURING JOURNALISTS,

The tour of the British journalists
.made through (Canada last year nwas so
successful and resulted in so much goqd
to Canada that it is to be repeated this
year, with representatives of other nnwa-!
papers making up the party. The news-
paper men who wisited Canada greatly
enjoyed that part of their tour whieh:
embraeed British (Columbia. The wheat
and cattle of the plains did not arrest
their attention more than the lumber,
fish, coal, and precious metals of this
province. ‘Certainly British Columbia
did not suffer from their visit. Read-
jers in Great Britain of the newspapes

very different impression of the teeming
wealth of this province from that to
which they are accustomed in the Brit-
¥sh press, influenced as it has been, by
the reports of unsuccessful mine pre-~
{ moters, They received a true impres-
'sion instead of a false impression. This
year we are astonished to learn that the

Canada in order that they may see: the
i development going forward in a large
;and important part of the British Em-
| pire. But they are to be stopped on the
threshold of British 'Columbia, as if it
‘were some sort of Bluebeard’s chamber
‘to which the attention of visitors was
not invited. 'What other impression
‘could they form from such a proceed-
ing except that in British Columbia
there is nothing of which Canada need
be proud, or that is worth the attention
'of the world? What other explanation
~could be given of such an extraordinary
' arrangement as to bring a party of this
idescri.ption within two days’ journey of
the Pacific Ocean without mpermitting
them to set their eyes upem its blue
waters and the magnificest harbors
which adorn our coasts? We think we
|know to whom this arrangement is due.
‘Mr. Preston, of 'Barr colemy fame, is
not, in this connection, very well dis-
posed towards British Celumbia, and
‘has taken advantage of the indifferenee
(or the Ottawa government to arrange

Jthings to suit himself. = Last year the|'will not thele (stand).” For anyone, mamn

robustious welcome afforded the visitors|or woman, to use profane language on or

by the government and people of British
contrasted rather eharply

to which they contributed received a [orated which would afford seope without

ble and put it in. his pocket, that the
gathering weight there would be a re-
minder to him. Tn a fortnight he was
to come to the clergyman’s house, where
‘the pebbles would be counted, so that a
fortnightly chart of his improvement
could be kept. At the end of fourteen
‘days he appeared and emptied his
‘pockets of the pebbles on to the table,
where they made a goodly heap. The
iclergyman gazed blankly at the pile and
remarked: ‘‘Dear me! This is a poor
beginning.” It is,” said his friend. “But
there is a. wagon coming wup the road
with the rest!” The only practicable
iway of improving the game of golf in
this respect, that we can think of, would
be- for every golf ‘club. to. post up a list
of expletives of anger and chagrin per-
missible to ladies, and another list of
similar expletives permissible to gen-
tlemen. While of course if anyone, un-
der stress, invented something new but
harmless, it could be submittied to the
committee and, if approved, added to
whichever of the lists it appeared to
suit. In this. way a code might be elab-

transgressing into. profanity, a code
something like those quaint Scotch
‘words which American golfers have ab-
stracted from common muse in dialect,
ar« applied exclusively to the game. A
similar raid might be made upon the
common stock of Angle“American ex-
pletives, and a. technical code.of objur-
gations developed.. As we expect this
suggestion. to, be takem wp, we may say
that it must be firmly dealt with, and
such expzessions as “Dear me!” “Oh
dear!” and others to which old ladies
resort in complications with their knit-
'ting meedles, must be exciunded. They
are inadequate to the situations which
arise in golf. The ladies of Halifax re-
sented the strictures made upon them
by this reverend .gemtleman, but, far
fromm withdrawing them. he added to
‘them by deelaring that he had been in-
formed that they .smoked on the golf
links. This reminds uws of another story.
A young clergyman who went to offi-
ciate in a country plaee in Scotland, had
the pain of seeing the chief elder, wao
had come to the hotel to welcome him
on Saturday night, assisted home in an
advanced stage of inebriation. On the
following day, as he was going home
from service, the "clergyman began to
softly whistle the tune of the last hymn
‘which has been sung. ‘He was taken to
task by the elder, who said to him:
“Stweering’s bad, and drinking’s worse;;
ibut whustling on the [Sawbath Day Ik

off a golf links is wrong, but smoking is
a meutral act. If it is not wrong for a

books difficult, and some of them impos- 2 2 Dolicy would have assisted it in | 'Columbia
’ . 1
wible to be mead and understood. He!making an appeal to the country, and |y Mr. Preston, and they could ° motbe wrong for a woman.

contrasts the policy of ‘Great Britain i.n -comn'u-g back \\'ith. a sufficient ma-
with that of the United States, Germany 0TIty to face the tariff issue. The re-
and Russia. ‘“The essence of their 'cePtion accorded the expensive and mon-
policy,” he says, “may be briefly atated.""{"ﬂ arrangement which has been out-
It is that of a living nation standing lined, but which the government is
for its own ideas and ideals in the 8fraid to bring down, has been depress-
world, ‘aggressive, progressive, as far as ing i the extreme. It is, instead of be-
possible self-contained and self-suffi- 1R€ an aid to victory, a setious compli~'
cient, and therefore necessarily stretch-!cation in the impending fight. What is
ing ever outwards towards the widest the government going, to do? Suppose
possible basis .of production organized [it Patches up the differences in the party
towanrds its own aims.” The importance |and "forces some sort of a compromise
of the part which the tropics are des-|Tailway measure through the
tined to play in the trade exchanges of |what sort of position is it them in to
the future, a fact to which the present|appeal to the people wwith the taste of
writer endeavored to draw attention in|such a pelicy still on their palate? * Sup-
a. series of articles in the Times, ‘writ- pose it does not appeal to the people, is
ten in the midst of the annexations that it then in any better shape to deal with

House, |-

with the attentions showered upon them [man to smoke on a golf linke it cannot
It may be am
help showing a marked preference for|offence against good taste and the com-
the British Columbia style of doing|ventions of the sex, but it cannot be

ings. For the injury proposed to be|iwrong for a woman and not wrong for
done the province, and the- visitors|a man, in the same sense that-profanity
themselves, we expect our representa-|is wrong im both. Yet the report of
tives at Ottawa and the British Colum-|‘this elengyman’s protest does not make
bia government to find a remedy. The|clear whether he considérs—profanity in
‘provincial government can see to it that|lady golf-players more heinous than the
‘the visitors are invited to British Col- [use of tabaeco among lady golf-players.
umbia, and Senator . Templeman and!He appears to be equally horrified at
others with influence at Ottawa ean see poth, which argues, to our mind, a euri-
to it that they are given time and op-|ous mental confusion between & disre-
portunity to accept the invitation. gard@ of arbitrary convention, and a
R e SR o0 T N breach of the morat code, which com
A NEW DUTY.

mands against the lingual profanation
of sacred things. But there it js. The

The duties of a private secretary are![Halifax ladies have been accused of
like the stars, or the sands of the Sea-|swearing and smoking, and a sensation
shore, for number. But in Ottawa they |has been provided for the dull season.
have discovered a new one. It is to|'We have always thought that there
Separate irate cabinet ministers 'who are must be gome swearing among the peo-
about to come to blows. ‘Evidently it ple of Halifax; becawse their vocabulary

til the fight is over. If there are ne
traitors and no skulkers, the Conserva-

ing the reins of power in this prowinee,

ia condition of affairs which will do

‘away with unsettled conditions and en-

iable the province to take advantage te

the full of its splendid opportunities,
PO Mol O RS o r

STILL. HALTING.
For a railway policy by which Cana~
da was to be amazed, dazzled and car-
ried by storm the Grand Trunk Pacific
scheme halts strangely. The Ottawa
cerrespondence of the "Toronto' Globe of
last Saturday announced that the con-
ferences between: the cabinet and the
Grank Trunk. Pacific company were
practically at. an. end and thateSir Wil-
frid Laurier would expound the policy
to paliament on the following Tuesday..
Yet yesterday morning our despatches
from Ottawa speak of a hitch having.
arisen and a readjustment of the seheme:
having become necessary.. The delay is
rather strange after. the seheme had been.
published in some detail. in the inspired
press, and after it had become sufficient-
ly definite for a minister to resign be-
cause he did not agree with its provi-
sions. 1t is not made. less strange when
we consider how long parliament has
already been sitting.. Such a measure
as that providing. for. a transcontinental
railway caunot be pushed' through par-
liament in a day or a week.. Yet here
we are nearly at’ the beginning of
August, with the  prospeet of a jaded
parliament having. to take up a ques-
tion of the gravest. moment and very
great complexity. What is- the matter?.
Has 8ir Wilfrid Laurier:lost control of.
his cabinet, or has the. cabinet lost. con-
trol of parliament? Something must be
wrong. We should naturally imagine
that the government had. found: that it
could not put the agreement it. had. made-
with the railway promoters-through par-
liament and had been obliged to go again.
to the railway promoters: for a new
agreement which it can -put through.
But that of itself would be a grave
sign of weakness. If negotiations which
culminated in the scheme .already out-
lined in the press have-now to be re-
opened, the government: must. be aware
of the fact that there-is not:finallty to
to such a process. There are likely to
be recalcitrants in the government ranks:
to any scheme finally agreed upon be-
tween the government: and the. railway
promoters. And every reconsideration)
of arrangements forced upon . the gov:
ernment makes the foreing of further.
reconsideration more. practicable. Once!
a government is compelled to shift its-
ground upon an important. matter of
policy it has no guarantee -whatever
where the shifting process will stop.
This apparently is what the government
has to face at the end of a session als
ready unduly protracted, at a time
when it has been: weakened:by. the de~
sertion of a cabinet minister, andiis rent
asunder by wide differenees of opinion’
among its followers. Sir Wilfrid Lau-
rier must feel the defectiomiof Mry Blair:
if the attempts he.made to retain him
in the cabinet are. any indications<of his-
feelings. He is said to have. suggested
that ‘Mr. Blair should retain his. port-
folio although he disagreed:with his- col
leagues upon the ‘Grand: Trunk Pacific
Bill, and should be relieved of the task.
of piloting a measure, pertaining pecu-
liarly to his own department, through
the house. Mr. Blair veryr naturally and-
very. properly refused to, oceupy any
position so humiliating to. himself and
S0 contrary to any principle of parlia-
mentary responsibility. He would: not,
for the sake of office take the ground
of silently consenting to a measure which
his conception of his duty to.the coun-
try called upon him to rgmse. In. sug-:
gesting such a thing Sir -Wilfrid Laurier
carried to an extreme lemgth the. pecu-
liarly and exclusively Liberal doctrine
that cabinet ministefs may-hold:and' ex-
press variant and hostilé opinions upon.
matters of policy provided they do not:
permit their opinions to interfere  with
the action:of the government. But while
Sir Wilfrid Laurier might welcome sm‘:
a complete negation of the prineiple o
cabinet solidarity as a way of escape:
from a temporarily embarrassing posi-
tion, the same view of the case could:
hardly be expected to: present itself to-
Mr. Blair, or to the people to whom
Mr. Blair-is responsible. We do not
know, and it is not a very safe matter
to predict just how- subservient or the
reverse parliament may be to-the ocabi-
net in its present mutilated condition,
but the pesition at* Ottawa gives: good
ground' for supposihg that the Grand
Trunk- Pacific Bill will not go through
this sesgion. If it does not go- thirough
this session it is safe to say that it will
never ge through at- all in anything: like
its present shape: or what we suppose
to e its present shape. If; howewer; it
does: met go through it is likely to: cause
a recensideratior. of thd government’s
plans: for an appeal to the country. The
Conservatiye party has the Laurier gov-
ernment in ‘a “eleft stick”:; and’ we im-
agine that the Conservative pai pos-
sesses brains enough to extract all the
advantage from the sitmation which it
contains.
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LONGEVITY AND TOBACCO.

Long life is used in commen parlance
as if it were something to be desired
fer itself. The adage “Whom the gods
love die young,” has been forgotten. Al-

—

THE MOST NUTRITIOUS. -

EPPS'S GOGOA

An admirable food, with all
ite natura! qualities intact,
fitted to build up and maintain
robust health, and to resist
winter's extreme cold. Sold
in } 1b. tins, labelled JAMES
BPPS & Co., Ld., Homceopathic
Chemists, London, England.

Zetable S » 5
A fuil lne of packages eonsisting of strawberry crates and baske

cherry boxes, pl_um crates, apple and

Wholessie Frait Merehants,

IRON AND STEEL
BUILDERS’ HARDWARE:
LOGGERS’ AND

MINING SUPPLIES

TELEPHONE 59’
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F. R STEWART & 0,

32 aml 34 Yates Street, VICTORIA, B: C.
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 THE HEKMOAN TYE ARDWARE C0.

HEADQUARTERS FOR THE FOLLOWINGILINES

IRON PIPE AND FITTINGS
MECHANICS” TOOLS
LAWN MOWERS, HOS®
GARDEN TOOLS:

P. 0. DRAWER 613
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in our line.
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Fittings,

Hose,
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E.G.PRIOR & 0D o

“ESTABEISRED 1859,

We have a full'line of the following goods st the
right prices; give us a call if in need 'of anything

Builders’ Hardware, Mechanics’
Tools, Iron and Steel, Pipe and
Brass Goods for
Steam and Water, Garden
Belting, Agricultural
Implements and Vehir-les.
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E. G. PRIOR & CO., LTD., ViCTORIA

Branch Stores at Vancouver :
and Kamloops. :
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Farmers’ Bulletina.—A bulletin board is

now displayed 'by the Victoria Farmers’
Institute at ‘Bray's stable—the object being
to disseminate information of wvalue to
customers when:a member has stock or pro-
duce which he' wanés %o dispose of and
does not: know .of 'a customer, he sends par-
ticulars to the secretary. who posts it upon
the board.:

WHY USE

BULLETINS
WHEN COLONIST

do the rest.

—TRY IT.

e ——

WANT ADS.
COST ONLY 25¢2

And are read by thousands of people too
busy to hunt: up bulletin boards.

Send 'your: ‘“Wan#s.,” ‘“For Sale,” etc to
the Colonist with the meney and we will

IT HAS PAID THOUSANDS OF
OTHERS AND IT MAY PAY YOU

Remember. 1:cent a word each issue,

THE COLONIST

VICTORIA, B. C.

#ough it is a mere commonplace tos re-
mark that it is more desirable. to. live
well than to live long there may still
be some sense in the popular philosophy,
for lomg life is generally the result of
living well, and by living well we mean
living sanely within the resources and
eapahilities of the organism in the ex-
ercise of all its functions. But few hu-
man beings do so live. Some. exceed in
one way, others in anether, maintaining
the balance of nature and dying within
reasem, by shifting the balance ifx them-
selves. Very many fall under-the tyranny
of some appetite, so that life Kas no
meaning for them save as an opportun-
ity for its gratification. As a rule they
die before their time, but it is net be-
eause the Gods love them, but because
natare abhors them. There: is a® very
general impression: that the tyranny of
tobaceo shortens men’s days.. hy this
impression exists. would be hard to de-
termine. Since the introduation of to-
bacco among Waestern nativns average
longevity has rather increased than di-
minished. Whether the introduetion of
tobacco has had. anything- to, de with this
is a problem of which neither direct
proof mnor dispreof can; ba offered. But
with the use of tgbacco so universal as
it is, and continunally becoming more ex-
iended, it woald be rather strange if it
had had no effect upom: the average dur-
ation of human life, provided it had
those inim‘cal properties with which it
is often credited. A mest extraordin-
ary instance of a heavy smoker living
to a great age is reported in the case
of a Mr., William G. Pattison, who has
just died in his eighty-ninth year. His
tobacconist, from whom the old gentle-
man bought all his eigars, vouches for
the fact that @urimg the last twelve
years of his life he smoked 48,000 cigars.
This is at the rate of ovér ten ecigars a
day. During his whole life he was an
excessive user of tobacco, and to his
dying day remained a very heavy smok-
er. Now is the use of tobaeco was in
itself hostile to human life, what life
could possibly withstand a seige of it
like that for, let us say, seventy years,
and what race of human beings could
possibly withstand the peisoning' effects
of the amount of tobacco annually. con-

ig unsafe to mention Manitoba just now of course does not: possess the invalus

GIVING STRENGTH & VIGOUR,

: : i sumed in civilized countries? Although,
¥ B k however, we believe that there is a good
g B ‘| deal of superstition about the. erusades

against the use of tobacco, moderation

= e —

for one man might, .as<ih other things,.
be grievous excess férr another. No-
body has any guarantae of living for-
eighty-nine years, throngh the simple ex-
pedient for promoting longevity eof
smoking ten cigars.a day. Nor if the
number were made. twelve would there
be any certainty of achieving a century.
—_— ————

75 dezen latest style Hats, damaged

%{; water, half-price. B. Williams &

RSS2
The unanimous deeision of the Su-
preme court that persons temperarily
outside the boundaries of the province-
have, nevertheless, an opportunity af-
forded them to register as voters. under
the law, will give universal satisfaction.
Whatever may be- the ambiguity of the.
act it never could have been its intention
to disfranchise such citizens.
PR T

THE DANGERS OF CHILDHOOD.

Summer is the most deadly season of
the year for little ones. The little life
hangs by a mene thread: diarrhoea, in-
fant cholera and other hot weather ail-
ments come qnickly, and sometimes, in
a few hours, extinguish a bright little
life. Every mogher should be in a posi-
tion to guard against or cure these
troubles, and; there is no medicine
known to medieal science which will act
so surely, se speedily amd: so safely as
Baby’s Own Tablets. A hox of the
Tablets should be kept in every home
where there are little ones, and by giv-
Ing an oecasional Tablet, hot weather
ailments wil} be prevented and your
little ome will be kept well and happy.
Don’t wait until the trouble comes—that
may be too late. Remember that these
ailments ean be prevented by keeping
the stomach and bowels right.

Mrs. A. Venderveer, Port Colborne,
Ont,, says: “My baby was cross, rest-
less and had diarrhoea. I gave her
‘Baby’s Own Tablets, and they helped
her almost at onece. I think the Tablets
a splendid medieine for children.”

The Tablets are guaranteed to cure
all ‘the minor ailments of little ones:
they contain no. opiate or poisonous
drug, and can be given safely to a new-
born. babe. Sold by medicine dealers.
or mailed at 25 cents a box by writir;

to the Dr. Williems Medicine Co.,
Brockville, Ont,
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Doing Good Work
King Edward is doin
the huge task of fil
Bay flats. It is estir
yards per day are being
terial issuing from the o
ipe is of the very best d
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it hardens is as solid for
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