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THE ROYAL COMMISSION.

Ii will be observed that the principal, in 
Sect almost the only, charge brought 
against the Corporation by the gentlemen 
-who petitioned the Provincial Government 
for a Royal Commission to enquire into its 
•affairs, is ‘‘excessive expenditure.” This 
•charge is grave enough and broad enough, 
feut it is one that, in the opinion of very 
many people, can be brought against every 
government in existence. The complaint is 
general that governments spend too much 
money, and that they do not spend it 
judiciously. Some of the charges refer to 
the Corporation’s financial management. 
This, no doubt, needs reform. The Royal 
Commission will, it is expected, do its work 
effectively and impartially. We trnst that 
the Corporation, as well as the citizens, 
■will benefit by its labors. A thorough ex- 

■ amination into the city’s affairs should, and 
believe will, be as satisfactory to the 

City Council as to the citizen* generally. 
If, as we hope and believe, the examination 
-will result in nothing more serious than in 
finding that the City Council, not only 
without any fraudulent intention, but with 

desire to give the citizens the 
the conveniences 
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impspvements and 
*hey need, have expended 
money than was prudent, and have 
on one service moneys that ought-to Have 
feeen spent on another, the mistakes and 

- mismanagement, though culpable, are not 
irreparable. It will be satisfactory for the 
.citizens to know that the men with whom 
they have entrusted the management of the 
city’s affairs have done nothing worse than 

■ *o have committed errors of judgment. He 
■voice of suspicion and malignity will be 
ailenoed, and the reforms nèeded can be in­
stituted without opposition or ill-feeling of 
any kind. If, on the other hand, ib is 
found that wrong has been done, and that 
some of the servants of the citizens have not 
been faithful to their trust,—have taken ad- 
vatÉhge of their positions to enrich them­
selves at the expense of their fellow citi- 
asens,—the discovery, though unexpected 
suod,painful, will be for fhe general good. 
Tn either case, the labors of the Royal Com­
mission will have done good, and the money 
«required to pay its expenses will not be 
wasted. As our readers see, the Commis­
sion has been asked for by a considerable 
number of respectable and influential citi- 

, who have a large interest in the proe- 
qperity of the city, and the Government 
toeing invested with the power, could do no 
lees than aocede to tibeir request. The en­
quiry can do no harm, and it may do a great 
-deal of good.
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NATIONAL RECOGNITION.

The elevation of the widows of two emi­
nent oommoners to the peerage is a recogni­
tion, as far as it goto, on the çart of the 
British government of the rights of women. 
Sir John Macdonald and the Right Hon. 
'William Henry Smith spent a great part of 
their lives in the service of their country. 
They occupied poets of honor and of great 
■responsibility. They performed the duties 
•of those poets acceptably to the great 
majority of the people whom they served. 
The wife of a busy man, who does her duty 
faithfully—who is really and truly her hus- 
feand’s helpmate—is entitled to a share both 
of the wealth that he accumulates and the 
feonors that he earns.

It is impossible to overestimate the value 
of a good wife’s help. Her influence may 
not be readily perceived in the brilliant suc­
cesses of a great man’s career,, but it is 
always felt and often nobly acknowledged. 
The wife who has stood by her husband’s 
wide during a long period of public service 
and has done her part in helping -him to do 
*he very important work that wa* entrusted 
*o him^ well deserves the nation’s gratitude. 
Slaking peeresses of the widows of the late 
Premier of the Dominion and of the-late 
leader of the British House of Commons is 
-therefore nothing more than a national as 
well as a graceful acknowledgment 
of the value and the importance of 
wifely duties well performed, and 
-«very good wife in the Empire should 
•consider herself a participant in the honor.

It is to be regretted that in the case of, at 
»nj rate, one of these ladies, the powers of 
■a peer does not go with the title of peeress. 
It is no disparagement to the House of 
Bords to say that there are very few men in 
•What body who are better qualified to take 
can active part in management of the con­
cerns of the nation than Lady Maedbnald.
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She possesses a mind that is strong as well
as delicate, and her knowledge of'public af­
fairs is extensive. It dpee seem a pity that 
*he nation cannot avail itself, directly and 
-officially, of such talents as women like 
Bady Macdonald are endowed with. Surely 
St cannot be that Providence has made a 
mistake in giving some women giant intel­
lects and great business capacity. For our

M

w yrart, we cannot help believing that*,he re if 
wi place in the world , for such
women—a legitimate field for the full 

•exercise of all the' ability they
"possess. It seems to us unreasonable to 
•suppose that the Creator has given the hu- 

brains than it 
-meeds for the regulation of its affairs 
rand for its guidance in the path of 
progress. But when men, by laws, by 
girejudioee, or by superstition, deliberately 
-shut women out from positions they rare 
fitted" by nature to occupy, they act upon 
"the assumption that the world possesses 
snore brain power than it requires. That 

-this assumption b absurdly false, the his­
tory of the world and the daily experience 
»f thoughtful men abundantly prove. How- 

‘■wver, since the world U not sufficiently ad­
vanced to accord to women all their rights, 

-it is pleasant to see that ft has progressed 
■far enough to give to some of them part of
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accurate. The result of their labors b now 
before the Council, open to the examination 
of every householder and every sceptic, let 
him come from where he may. If 
the editor of ^She News-Advertiser 
wants to institute the 
inquiry ” which he talks about, but did not 
make, let him examine the lbt of names in 
the returns sent to the City Conneil, and 
use the right means to find out whether 
those, who bear them, are to be found in 
the city or not The Corporation courts 
enquiry, and so do the men who made the 
enumeration.

The work of counting the inhabitants of 
Victoria has not been done slyly or secretly. 
Sentiment has not had any thing to do with 
the count The Corporation deab with 
hard facts and with nothing else. Victo­
rians want to get at the truth in this mat­
ter, and they have taken the most effective 
way that they can think of to find out 
what the facts are. They have no faults to 
find with objections, provided the objectors 
are honest and take rational means to show 
that their objections are well grounded. 
But they have nothing but contempt for 
ill-natured, envious cavillers, who are ever 
on the watch to misrepresent and to injure 
them.

We do not see why the News-Advertiser 
should think it strange that the citizens of 
Victoria should question the accuracy of 
the official census. The citizens" of Seattle
believed that the census of their city, as 

en by the Government enumerators was
accurate, and they demanded à recount. 

The result of that recount was not such as 
to lead people to place implicit faith in 
government enumerators. There was, if we 
do not mbtakè, a second enumeration in 
both Tacoma and Portland, and something 
worse than blunders were found in the way 
in which the work of taking the census was 
done in Minneapolfa.

We have no desire to cast the slightest 
reproach on the Centos Commissioner for 
Victoria, who b a most estimable man, and 
whose integrity b beyond question. But 
we are, nevertheless, fully convinced that 
very serious mbtakes were make either 
here or in Ottawa, in the endeavor to ascer­
tain the population of thb city.

parties in Quebec, .where they are best 
known, have perfect confidence in their 
firmness, their independence and their im­
partiality.

The proceedings of the first session are 
given at length in the principal daily papers 
of Toronto and Montreal The evidence b 
not of much interest, as it was all given be­
fore the Senate Committee, and publbhed 
and commented upon. Mr. Armstrong 
proved very clearly that he had given Pa- 
caud one hundred thousand dollars for hb 
influence with the Provincial Government 
to get hb claim recognized and paid, When 
hb testimony had reached the point where 
he had handed over the five cheques of 
twenty thousand dollars each to Mr. Ernest 
Pacaud, he was stopped by Judge Irvine, 
who appeared for Pacaud, and who raised 
the objection that the Commission had 
nothing to do with how thb money was 
spent, arguing that it belonged to Arm­
strong, and if he had come by it honestly it 
Was no one's business what he did with the 
whole, or any part of it. Besides, the Com­
mission had to do with the acts of public 
officers ; neither Mr. Armstrong nor Mr. 
Pacaud was a public officer, and, conse­
quently, the Commission bad no authority 
to enquire into their conduct. If Mr. Ir­
vine was right the enquiry might stop there 
and then. Every dollar of the hundred 
thousand might have been expended by 
these private persons in corrupting 
the servants of the /Government and 
the" Commission could not ask a question 
with regard to jt, or express an opinion as 
to its disposition. Mr. Irvine’s argument 
was ingeniou^ and we give it to our readers 
as it b reported in the Toronto Mail, He 
said :—

“ careful

1
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“The statute authorizing the appoint­
ment of commissions of thb kind limits 
them to matters connected with the govern­
ment of the province, the conduct of public 
officers, or the administration of justice, 
where special means are not provided by 
another statute. An Order-in-Council was 
passed authorizing the appli 
benefit of the Baie de Chaleurs railway, of 
certain monies on certain conditions and for 
oertain purposes, and Mr. Langlier was 
appointed commissioner to carry out thb 
object. Mr. Armstrong has been shown to 
be a creditor of the company for a consider- 

, able amount more than he has received, and 
a creditor whose claim was certified to by 

/fthafirst directors of the company. He b 
therefore one of those referred to in the 
Order-in-ConncU as the recipients of the 
money voted by Parliament to relieve the 
railway from its difficulties. He agreed to 
accept $175,000, and that was paid jiim 
under the Order-in-CounciL If he thought 
it to be in hb interest to pay a large sum 
out of that to anyone, that was purely hb 
business. It was hb money and not the 
public money.”

The objection was at a succeeding session 
overruled, and the Commission went on 
with its investigation.

cation to the

CHANGED TIMES

The agitation in Ireland has assumed a 
very singular aspect. The agitators are at 

and Mr. Balfour bwar with each other, 
obliged to employ hb policemen to protect 
one set of agitators from the vengeance of 
the followers of another set. Matters have 
come, to a singular pass in Ireland when 
O’Brien and Healy need police protection 
from the violence ef the partisans of the 
Pamellite faction. Below is an extract 
from a telegram from Ireland, dated as late 
as last Tuesday. Mr. O’Brien was in Kil­
kenny on that day to attend a county 
vention. He was received at the station by 
cheers.from some gnd by groans from others. 
The telegram continues : , .-

“A strong police escort was drawn in 
front of the station, and as soon as Mr. 
O'Brien had taken hb place in the car 
which the committee had provided for hb 
use, the officers formed in a square abont it, 
and the procession to the town-hall began. 
As the policemen and the carriage moved 
slowly along, the enthusiastic cheers of Mr. 
O'Brien's admirers were met, and sometimes 
drowned, by the hisses and derisive jeers of 
those in the crowd who insbted on looking 
on the occupant of the carriage as one of the 
enemies of their dèad leader. Presently the 
sinister cry of “ Murderer !" wss heard, 
and until the arrival of the procession at its 
destination this epithet freely divided the 
honors of the occasion with the applause 
and hisses.” I

When Mr. Balfour heard thb news he 
may be excused, if he smiled synically, and 
was impressed with the truth of the say­
ing that, “ The whirligig of Time brings in 
hb re vengea” But thb was not the only 
extraordinary piece of news wfiich the 
telegraph conveyed to the Scaretary for 
Ireland. He must have learned on the 
same day that Tipperary tenants, of all 
people in the world, were fraternizing with 
the police, whom, but the other day, they 
cursed so bitterly. At a holiday meeting, 
held somewhere in that county, the tenant 
farmers actually subscribed towards a fund 
to provide prizes for the constabulary’s 
athletic games. Times, indeed, have 
changed in Ireland when thb could come to 
pass. But the cause of thb change of feel­
ing b not far to Seek. The Tipperary 
tenants have the certain prospect before 
them of becoming freeholders on easy 
terms. Many of .them are taking advantage 
of the Government’s Land Purchase Law 
to become possessors of the farms they till. 
Thb prospect cheers their hearts and causes 
them to feel kindly towards the men who 
have been instrumental in giving them what 
they had been so long hoping for in vain. 
Balfour b now no longer to them “ bloody,” 
and the policeman, from being their enemy, 
has become their protector.

■K* CANADIAN STATESMAN.

Sir Charles Topper has made hb mark in 
England, It is often said -of Canadian pub­
lic men Shat they do well enough here in a; 
rude, rough and democratic colony, but if 
they were in the larger and more cultivated 
field of the Mother Country they would 
shine with a much diminished light. Some 
eminent Canadians have been in England 
and won golden opinipns of the people 
there. Among these fa Sir Charles 
Tnpper. He has been now some time in 
Great Britain, and people there have had 
opportunities of seeing what manner of man 
he fa and how he compares with eminent 
public men in Great Britain. How he has 
stood the severe test fa seen by the follow­
ing estimate of him which hais been made, 
by the London Standard. Commenting 
upon an article contributed to the Nine­
teenth Century, by the High Commissioner, 
the Standard says :

“As a Canadian statesman, Sir Charles 
Tupper speaks with unquestionable author­
ity; while in the discharge of the trust re­
posed in him by the people of the Dominion 
as High Commissioner in Great, Britain, he 
has resided long enough amongst Us to earn 
the respect and affection of Englishmen. 
Whatever may be held amiss in the fiscal 
system of the Empire, there has been reci­
procity in genius. If Great Britain, in the 
first-instance, lent to Ottawa, in the person 
of Lord Dufferin, a master of graceful 
speech, Canada has requited the service 
by sending as her representative in London 
one of the few great orators of our time.”
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THE CHECK OF PUBLICITY.

There are some persons in Canada who 
believe tbat-too much fuss altogether has 
been made abont the Tarte scandab and 
other oases of official corruption. They say 
that the amount of money which the people 
have lost b comparatively small, and the 
number of persons implicated very few. 
They cannot see that there b a great deal to 
cry out about, and they believe that both, 
from a national and a party point of view, 
the scandal agitation b unwise and in­
jurious.

These persons do not seem to understand 
that it fa impossible to keep people from 
talking and writing abont offences com­
mitted by men in the public service, and 
they realize still less that it b a good thing 
that they should talk. If it were possible 
to rob the people without being disgraced, 
and if it were considered dbloyal both to 
the country and the party in power to pro­
claim the offenoee after they were dfa- 
oovered, how would the people be served! 
The cheek of publicity b the most effective 
one that the people have to seouA honest 
mid faithful service. The policy of con­
cealment and palliation and whitewash­
ing that some people favor fa as shal­
low aa it b unwise. But luckily 
it cannot, in a free country, be pursued. 
Crimes against the people will be discov­
ered sooner or later, and the crimlnab cov­
ered with the odium they have deservedly 
incurred. When the discovery b made all 
those who, from 
tried to hide the offenoee of the wrong-doer, 
will be regarded as" participators in their 
Crimea The public will come to the con­
clusion that the actual offenders who have

THE QUEBEC BOODLE CASE. -

The Quebec Royal Commission to enquire 
into the Pacaud boodling case has had sev­
eral sessional At the opening one the Hon. 
Judge Jette delivered a short address, in 
which he asserted the independence of the 
Commission in very plain and very strong 
terms. He b reported, speaking of the ex­
pression of opinion with regard to the pâ­
ture of the Commission and the sedpe of its 
authority, to have said :

“ There b one expression used among 
others which wy neither proper nor agree­
able, but giving to him who used it the 
benefit of the circumstances which may 
have inspired it, wp must declare our abso­
lute dissent from the opinion that the Com­
mission ought to be under the control of «he 
Executive. The Commission may be re­
voked, but it will not be controlled by any­
body. We hold ourselves totally indepen­
dent of interests and passions, and will 
endeavor faithfully and conscientiously to 
carry out our task.”

Such being the tone of tile Commissioners 
and such the spirit they evince, we are not 
surprised to find that honest men of both

motive or another, had

a desirable pleoe to emigrate to, who, if 
they knew exactly what sort of a country 
British Columbia is, would lose very little 
time in coming to it, and bringing with 
them the capital which b needed to deve­
lops its many resources.

PETTICOAT GOVERNMENT.

Some of the mhn of Kansas are getting 
tired of petticoat government. It b alto- 
gether too strict to please them. The 
ladies are determined to do what they be­
lieve to be right, regardless of the conse­
quences to themselves and others.

“Do right, though the Heavens should 
fall,” appears to have been the motto of the 
Lady Mayoress of Kiowa. Mrs. l’ÿton was 
mayoress in her own right. A little less 
than a year ago she was elected to the posi­
tion by a large majority. The men of the 
town looked upon it as rather a good joke, 
to have a woman at the head of its affaire. 
They were not, however, long of that 
opinion. Many things which men offieiafa 
had tolerated and considered necessary thb 
lady mayoress conld not abide, and regard­
ed as not only unnecessary, but harm­
ful Kiowa, when she was elected, 
was frequented by ckttlemen. The cowboys, 
as b welt known, are just a little too fond 
of whiskey. In order to make the town of 
Kiowa pleasant to them and to get their 
trade, the' men of the town took care that 
the cowboys should get all the liquor they 
could pay for. Thb vexed the rightoua 
soul of the lady mayoress, and she decided 
that the saloons must go, and, with the aid 
of the police, she cleared them out. After 
a while the cowboys who visited the town 
to do business found that they could not get 
whiskey for either love or money, and so 
they transferred their custom to a town 
where the authorities are not so scrupulous 
as they were in Kiowa. When the men 
saw trade tearing their town they began 
to enquire whether or not the Udy mayor­
ess could lawfully put down the saloons 
with sistrong hand. They found out that 
she could not, as there was no civic 
law giving her the power to close 
pl.ces where liquor was sold. 
When thb discovery was made the 
men of the town convened a public meeting 
at which it was agreed, to call upon the 
lady-mayoress, who had exceeded her auth- 
ity, to resign. It is said that Mr. Paxton, 
her husband, was t|B leader of thb insur­
rection, and that he was appointed chair­
man of the committee to wait upon the lady 
mayoress. He did the work manfully, but 
we are not told how, he was received, or 
what answer was given to the re^ubition he 
presented. Our informant merely says that 
since then Mr. Paxton has taken hb meab 
at a restaurant. This is, most likely, noth­
ing more than a coarse, ill-natured, mascu- 
line pleasantry. It may,'however, be safely 
predicted, that the next Mayor of Kiowa 
will not be a woman.

- VICTORIA'S CENSUS.

The Vancouver Advertiser b proving it­
self to be the most malignant and the most 
persistent enemy of Victoria. It never loses 
an opportunity to say a spiteful and ill- 
natured thing of it, and appearances indi­
cate that it regards the disparagement of 
thb city as part of its regular business. The 
result of the census which the Corporation 
has caused to be taken of the city’s popula­
tion b gall and wormwood to our contera­

it seems to believe that Victoriansporary.
should look upon the official census as in­
fallible, and that to question its accuracy b 
little better than flat iphemy. It says,: 

t the despatches“ We can scarcely 
sent out from Victoria, that the 
the ca

people of
apital of the province seriously believe 
the census recently taken by order of 

the City Council will be adopted by either 
the Government or the people of the Do­
minion as » correct statement of the popula­
tion, in place of the returns shown in the 
census compiled by the agents of the Do­
minion Government. The most careful en­
quiry faib to show that there b any reasod 
to believe that the census was not taken as 
carefully and accurately in Victoria as in 
any other town in British Columbia.”

The citizens of Victoria expect the Gov­
ernment and the people of the Dominion to 
lfaten to reason and to decide between the 
two enumerations in accordance with the 
evidence which the city will in a short tigie 
be in a position" to produce. “The most care­
ful enquiry " spoken of by our Contemporary 
has not beeb made in Vancouver. It Could 
not possibly be made there. But it has 
been made in Victoria by men who are 
both honest and competent, and it does 
show that the census was sot accurately 
taken by the Government officials. -/

We^ have already shown that there was 
good reason for concluding that Victoria 
oon tains many more inhabitants than fa 
shown by the official census. There b not 
an intelligent man in the city, raid in a 
position to forin an opinion on the subject, 
who fa not satisfied that the Dominion 
census fa largely inaccurate. So general b 
thb belief that when the City Council de­
cided to make a recount, not only was there 
not a single objection raised, but its action 
met with the *arm approval of the whole 
population.

The men who undertook the work have 
peculiar fc^ialifications and facilities for 
doing it effectively and accurately. Mr. 
Williams has compiled the Directory of the 
city for fourteen consecutive years, and hb 
partner, iflr. Hebler, has aesbted him in 
the outside work ably and energetically for 
some time. It will be seen that taking the 
census was quite In the line of business in 
which these gentlemen are engaged, and 
that all they had to do was to enlarge their 
staff in order to perform the work rapidly 
and thoroughly.

The object of the Corporation was to 
take the number of the inhabitante of the 
city fairly, and Messrs. Williams and Heb­
ler carried out that object .conscientiously. 
Their methods were specially devised to en­
sure accuracy. They spared neither time 
nor labor, not expense to make the count

that

been convicted are not much more guilty 
than the members of their party who knew 
of their wicked practices ,and held then 
tongues about them. They will, too, have 
a strong suspicion that the offenders who 
have been found out are not the only ones, 
and perhaps, not the greatest ones. Our 
readers, when they see what the people of 
other countries say about the Canadian 
scandals, will be able to realize the extent 
of the injury which those implicated in 
them, few as they are, have done to then 
fellow-countrymen. This b what the Sat­
urday Review, a Liberal Conservative 
journal, says abont the revelations that 
were made before the Committee on Privi­
leges and Elections in Ottawa :

“Whether ministers of the crown, who 
extort subset iptions to- the political fund 
from firms who Have government contracte, 
contrive to be ignorant of the means by 
which the contracts were obtained, b no 
doubt a matter of arrangement within the 
department. A general knowledgi 
way in which things are managed fa com­
patible with careful ignorance <3 the way in 

gs are. done in any particufar 
the combination of circumstances

tian religion. The following b a passage 
from the proclamation r

“The religion of the West has for its ob­
ject the inculcation of virtue, and in West­
ern oountriea it fa everywhere practised. Its 
origin dates a long time past, and on the 
establfahment of commercial intercourse be­
tween China and foreign Powers, a clause 
waa inserted in the treaties to the effect 

or teaching the 
enjoy full protec- 

tection for their persons and property, and 
be allowed free exercise of their 
religion. The hospitab and orphan­
ages maintained by the mis­
sionaries all evince a spirit of benevolent 
enterprise. Of fate years when dbtress has 
befallen any portion of the empire, mission­
aries and others have never failed to come 
forward to assbt the sufferers by subscrib­
ing money and distributing relief. For 
their cheerful readiness to do good and 
the pleasure they take in works of charity 
they assuredly deserve high commendation. 
Even granting that amongst the converts 
there are bad as well as good people, still 
they are all equally Chinese subjects amen­
able to the jurisdiction of their own author­
ities, and the missionary cannot claim the 
right of interfering in any dbputes or law­
suits that may arise. There b no reason, 
therefore, why any of ‘the people and the 
converts should not live together in peace 
and harmony.”

If good advice could prevent the Chinese 
mob from attacking mission houses and 
killing missionaries the teachers of Chris­
tianity in China would be perfectly safe. 
Unfortunately ignorant and superstitions 
Chinamen are not amenable to reasonable 
counsel and mild remonstrance.

that persons professing 
Christian religion should

e of the

which thin
case. Hot H____ ... . H
which gives its special character to Cana­
dian corruption b intelligible. There are 
struggling firms which want contracts, and 

dy to pay for them, and there are 
underpaid officials who can help to the con­
tracts, and who are hungry for boodle ; 
there is a large class of adventurer-poli­
ticians, to whom office b very desirable, 
and a larger class, who live on their pay as 
members of parliament, and whose failure 
to be re-elected would be followed by very 
serious consequences ; there is an extended 
franchise, the possessor of which regards a 
vote as an article possessing exchangeable 
value. The circle of corruption b com­
plete. The contractors bribe the under­
paid offiebb and subscribe to the election 
fund i the election fund bribes the voters 
and secures seats and pay to the rank and 
file of the party, and office and higher pay 
to its leaders.”

If Canadians do not want to be repre­
sented as thoroughly corrupt, from the 
Cabinet Minuter to the elector at the 
polls, they must do all that they can to dis­
countenance and pet down corruption in 
every shape and form, 
done by concealing the offenoee of corup- 
tionfats, and by frowning upon those who 
dare hint that bribery and corruption are 
practiced by 
placing the corruptionist, whenever he fa 
caught, in the pillory, and by putting in 
force against him the laws enacted against 
the offences he has committed. The only 
effectual way to put a stop to the talk 
about corruption in Canada b to stamp 
out corruption. *
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IT WILL NOT DO.

Mr. Erastns Wiman b credited upth say­
ing that the annexation of Canada to the 
United States b “unnecessary, undesirable 
and impossible.” It fa just possible that 
Mr. Wiman, when he said thb, was sincere, 
but every Canadian who has been at all ob­
servant, knows that Mr. Wiman has done 
more than anyone men on thb continent, 
not excepting hb valued co-laborer, Mr. 
Goldwin Smith, to lead the people of Cana­
da to believe that annexation b inevitable. 
Before he took an active part in Canadian 
.politics, nothing way heard in the Do­
minion of union with the United States. 
There may have been an annexationist here 
and there in the different provinces, but he 
took very good care to keep hb convictions 
and aspirations to himself. Since Mr. Wi­
man has become a Canadian politician, the 
annexationbte have increased in number 
and they have become bold and outspoken. 
There are, indeed, men who believe that 
Mr. Wiman’s policy of unrestricted reci­
procity, or as it was called at first, commer­
cial union, b nothing more than annexation 
behind a malk. As there are some men in 
the world who will not wear a mask, and 
others who, though willing enough to wear 
it, do not know how to keep it on, it fa not 
surprising that
man’s dhciples should come 
in their true colors and openly and 
directly advocate what Mr. Wiman’s 
policy wias calulated to kcooraplbh -indi­
rectly and by ways that are dark. It fa, we 
must confess, singular that so able and clear­
headed a man as Mr. Wiman is, could not 
see what must be the result of hb policy if 
he should succeed in establbhing it. Mr. 
Blake saw what he was driving at, and so 
did Mr. Farrar. Both these gentlemen let 
the cat out of the bag. Mr. Blake, openly 
and advisedly, in hb now famous letter, 
published a day after the fair, and Mr. 
Farrar, in a letter not intended for the 
public eye, but which, by one of those acci­
dents which even the cleverest men cannot 
foresee or guard against, fell into the hands 
of his opponents, who proclaimed ]ts 
tents, not from tfle housetops, but from 
what in these days answers the 
pose—the public platform. It fa, too, a 
little surprising, that after the creature has 
been suffered to eecape, Mr. Wiman now 
vainly tries either to deny its existence or 
to conceal its true nature. But the effort b 
vain. Every one who has a head on hb 
shoulders knows what Mr. Erastns Wiman 
b driving at, and he will find it hard to con­
vince the world that he is not aware of the 

"tendency and the object of hb own teach­
ing*- (

Thb cannot be

in high places; but by

RIOTING IN CHINA.

The Government of China fa pursuing a 
peculiar course with respect to the rioters 
who have taken the lives and destroyed the 
property ef Europeans. When the repre­
sentatives of foreign powers protest against 
these acts of lawless vÿjlence the Ministers 
of State declare theifmability to keep order 
ip the large towns. They confess that the 
Governmentls Weak, and thèy declare that 
China Is on the brink of a revolution. “ If 
we proceed against these rioters,” they say,
“ the revolution will be precipitated and 
anarchy will ensue. The foreigners resident 
dent in the country then will be in a far 
worse condition than they are now. They 
will be completely at the mercy of the mob, 
which b under some restraint as long as 
the Government possesses authority. If the 
foreign powers undertake to punish the 
offenders, and compel the cities in which 
the acts of violence have been committed 
to make reparation, they will only succeed 
in bringing the Emperor’s Government into 
contempt, and in strengthening the hands 
of the men who are disaffected and prepar­
ing to break out into open rebellion.”

The Chinese statesmen do not appear to 
think it at all humiliating to make thb 
confession of weakness and thb admission 
that the authority of the Emperor b 
tottering to its fall.

There are, however, Europeans who are 
experienced in the ways of Chinese politi-* 
cians, who declare that these confessions are 
all a sham, and that they are made solely 
for the purpose of staying the hand of the 
indignant foreigner. When it suits the 
Government’s purpose it can be severe 
enough. It does not then act as if it be­
lieved rebellion to be imminent. It has 
been observed that the Manchu-dynasty can 
takegood care of itself. The conclusion which 
these experienced Europeans arrive at is 
thas if the Chinese Government wfahed to 
put down rioting and to punish the rioters, 
it could do so without any rbk to itself,and 
that it b because men in power-are not 
really dbpleased to see the foreigners ill- 
treated that they do not take strong mea­
sures against the miscreants who incite the 
populace to kill Europeans and to bum and 
destroy their house* Snfl other property.
“ Experience has shown,” one writer says,
“ that it b only a calm, resolute reafatance 
at all points to any infringement of solemn 
treaty stipulations on the part of Chinese 
offiebb, of all grades and in all parte of the 
country, that will render the position of 
Europeans tolerable. If officiab and mobs 
are successful in overriding the treaties in 
one part of the country, it will not be long 
before similar attempts will be made else­
where.”

It b very likely that the course was 
which thb writer advisee b the right the war, I _ 
one. Forbearance does not seem to be up- and none but men who. during the struggle, 
derstood by Eastern races. If a potter does had committed atrocious crimes, have any- 
not take instant revenge for an injury that thing to fear. The legal tribunals of the 
has been done it, its hesitation b attributed country have been re-established, and not 
to fear. It has been found that prompt these.men are punished «ithont being
measures, if they do ream to be brash,
are always beet with them. nations are friendly and even cordial The

It must not be thought that the Chinese United States fa, to some extent, an exoep- 
Government has been an altogether indiffer- . £* representative, Mr. Eagan, did 
ent and inactive spectator of the riots that
have,taken pboe in the cities under its jar- he has not acted vety wisely ranee the Par- 
fadiction. It has Issued a proclamation of lia men tary party came into power. It fa 
remonstrance, and it has punished a few likely however, that any mbunder-

m. eeygî.saçvi.'ffls
that the Chinese Government has some ap- States Government to be on good 
predation of the benign nature of the Chris, with the South American Republic*.

of Mr. Wi-
out

con-

pur-

(
CHILI.

Matters appear to be proceeding quietly 
and prosperously in Chili The Provisional 
Government, or Junta as it fa called, seems 
to have no ambition except to restore to the 
people their constitutional powers and 
privileges. The elections have been held 
and everything has gone off regularly and 
peaceably. The opposing parties seem to 
have been the Liberals and the Clericals. 
The Liberab have gained a majority in both 
the Senate and the House of Deputies. The 
election for President b now going on. The 
President, as in the United States, b not 
elected by a direct vote of the people, but 
by electors sent by the different provinces 
to choose a President. The election of these 
electors fa going on now, and if the elections 
for the popular branch of the Legisbture 
are to be taken as an indication of the re­
sult of the Presidential contest, the Liberal 
candidate will be successful

The excitement ef the revolutionary 
struggle has, to all appearance, subsided. 
The victorious party, since the suicide of 
Balmaceda, has acted with modera­
tion. The policy of vengeance, which 

at the dose of 
has been abandoned

popular
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DOING RIGHT.

It b encouraging to see that the Govern­
ment b going on with the work of reform. 
The Civil Service Commission has been ap­
pointed. It is composed of men who ars 
both able and upright. They will, no 
doubt, do their work in such a way thaf 
they will be a terror to evil doers and à 
praise to those who do well. H they fear- 
leaely and thoroughly perform their duties 
they will convince the members of the Civil 
Service, from the highest to the lowest, 
that what b required of them b the strictest 
integrity, and that the Government will not 
overlook any act that has the appearance of 
dishonesty. The people nfoet be sure that 
their servants are faithful, and that they 
cannot be paid to betray any trust that may 
be confided in them. The Commission will, 
no doubt, make the standard of integrity in 
the service high, and devise such a system 
that any departure from it must be quickly 
discovered and promptly punbhed.

A great deal depends upon the way in 
which the Civil Service Commission <|oea 
its work. If it countenances laxity in any 
direction,! if it shows the slight­
est indulgence to practices that have 
been too mildly denominated “ irre­
gularities, ” it 
worth attempting.

The rules of the service have hitherto 
•been too loose or~they have not been firmly 
and impartially enforced, and the conse­
quence b that disgrace has come, not on the 
members of the civil service alone, hut on 
the people of the whole Dominion. The 
following extract from . a letter before us 
shows how the Canadian scandab are re­
garded by intelligent people in Great Brit­
tain, and the remark b more forcible as it 
is made incidentally as something that does 
not admit of question or contradiction. 
“ No doubt,” the writer says, ** the Can­
adian Government scandab which we are 
now hearing about will do . much to preju­
dice people against emigration, doing as 
much harm as the good done by the reports 
of the Tenant Farmers’ Delegates. ”

It fa seen by thb that the character of the 
civil service of the Dominion and of its pub­
lic men b regarded by the people of Great 
Britain ae the exponent of the character of 
Canadians generally. They come to the 
natural conclusion thst the commun­
ity which tolerates corruption and 
other kinds of dishonesty in its 
civil servants and politicians, cannot be 
itself honest and incorrupt. The importance 
of purging the civil service of any corrupt 
element that it may cohtain, and of reor­
ganizing it in such a way that offence* meet 
be rare and the offenders speedily and sure­
ly discovered, cannot be over-estimated, 
for, whether they like it or not, the people 
of Canada will be judged by the way in 
which they allow their pnblio work to be 
done, and by the character of the men they 
ratlin in their service.

It will be seen, too, that the prosecution 
of the boodlera has been commenced. I» 
thb, the Government b carrying out it» 
promises. A beginning has been made with 
Senecal, the shark of the Printing Deport­
ment. He levied bbckmail in the shape of 
commissions and presents from nearly e^ery 
one with whom the Department had deal­
ings. It is said that the people were not 
injured by Senecals rascally practices. 
Thb fa nonsense. It b not to be supposed 
thst men in business will pay a Government 
employe commissions without recouping 
themselves in some way. 
official who b so unscrupulous as to 
exact a commission will not be sd 
high - principled as not to wink 
at the little devices that the business men 
resort to in order to pay themselves for 
what has been extorted from them hy thb 
blackmailer. Seneeal will, we trust, be 
made to dbgorge, and will be punbhed aa 
severely as the law permits.

Proceedings will, no doubt, soon be insti­
tuted against other boodlera, and the birds 
of prey, whether they are official or unoffi­
cial, be made to feel that they cannot gorge 
themselves at the expense of the people of 
Canada with impunity. In thb good work 
of prosecuting the plunderers, the Govern­
ment has with it the sympathy and appro­
val of every honest man in the Dominion.

AN INQUIRER.

A very, intelligent gentleman writing to 
the editor of this paper from Scotland, com­
plains that it b impossible for him to get 
such information about British Columbia as 
the intending emigrant needs. He says he 
has “ met with unwonted and unlocked for 
attention. from the Government agents, 
especially from the office of H. C. Beeton, 
Esq., the London agent of British Colum­
bia." Yet, though thb has been the case, 
our correspondent has not been able to 
satisfy himself as to the rasouroeq and 
capabilities of thb proàbee. A good map 
of British Columbia, it appears, b not to be 
had in Great Britain. We are gbd to say 
that the Provincial Government will soon 
supply thb wsht. But he thinks that thb 
map should be so drawn as to give 
the results of the Geological survey, 
and to indicate elevations, forests, 
wable lands, coal and Iron districts, 
the parts of rivers navigable by forge and 
small vessels, lines of railway, proposed 
linee, Ao. Our correspondent b of opinion 
that the Government should take active 
measures to inform the inhabitants of the 
Old Country of the advantages which thb 
new one holds out to the industrious and 
enterprising immigrant, for, he says, “nine 
out of ten of our averagely educated .peopjg 
know no mofo about your province than the 
name.” ' The suggestions, contained in thb 
intelligent. Scotchman’s letter, are good. 
More should be done than hss been done to 
make British Colombia known abroad. We 
are quite sure that there are many, all 
parts <*f Great Britain, on the look out for

effect nothingwill
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