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CHAPTER VIIL

“Miss S

Sidney opened her heavy eyes lan-
“guidly.

“What is it, Bessie?”

“It seems a pity to wake you, Miss'
if you want to go!

Udearie?”

Sidney dear; but,
by the ten o’clock train, you must get
up. It is gone nine mow; I
“brought you some tea.”
Sidney raised herself wearily from
her pillows, wondering why her head
ached so, and why it required such
an effort to rouse herself, until look-
ing rather stupidly round the room,
she saw the dress she had worn on the
night before thrown updh a chair, the
flowers faded and withered upon her
table, the little satin shoes upon the
She remembered then how long
pretty

floor.
she had lain tossing in her
white bed before she had slept, how
often she had got up and looked out
into the street, where the sﬁow was
falling, and how toward dawn,
Pad fallen asleep from sheer fatigue
(3d. weariness.

she

“Is it snowing still, Bessie?” she
psked, as she sat up and took the -cup
of tea from the hands of the kindly
pld woman who had heen her mother’s
‘nurse, and had come to Ashford with
Mrs. Arnold, a comely middle-aged
_woman, who the fair young bride loved

and trusted and depended upon, and

have |
‘ing her tea thirstily, for her lips were

idney—Miss Sidney dear!” }to whose%are she had left her little

¢hild. &

“Yes, my dear, but not so heavily as
it snowed early this morning,” Bessie
answered. “I am afraid you.are very

tired, Miss Sidney? Was it a nice ball,

“Yes, I think so0,” Sidney said, drink-

"dry and parched.

Bessie glanced at her for a moment
as she busied herself about the room,
folding the pretty crushed ball-skirts

'énd putting away the little shoes. Us-

ually Sidney awoke :atter a ball fresh
and unwearied and full of merry chat-
ter and pleasant descriptions of the
entertainment; but this morning she
looked pale and haggard and weary.

“Perhaps you had better rest to-day,
Miss Sidney,” she suggested, “and not
go to Lindhurst until to-morrow?”

“No; Miss Bevis will be expecting
me,” Sidney answered, slowly. “Will
you take the cup, Bessie, and get my
bath ready?”

“Your hand is very hot, Miss Sid-
ney,” the woman said, gently, as she
obeyed. “Are you sure your are wel?

“Quite well, Bessie. Is at
home.”

“No, Miss Sidney.”

papa

~,
“Gone out already?” the young girl

4 oﬂ at
Y'cold bath this" innrp:u, ‘Mise Sidney?
1tis very cold"

“Yes, qufte an hour 2go.”
“Where to, e? Do you know?”
. Sapd umtﬁ 3 little.:

K ther an
Jiear - syo said, ﬂeplnt Her face turn-
ed away from the bed. “A man - on
horseback came, and the doctor went
once, . -Will . -Fou hava a

v

“Never mind;. the mld  water will

4§ treshen me up.” « “

Sidney’s 'tollet was usually a very
expeditious businm, }b\lt tHis morn-
ing her movements were so languid
and ‘inert that Mrs. Sandys could not
help again asking if she was quite
well;- and the girl herself was almost
startled by the white face reflected in
her looking-glass. : {

“You have packed, I suppose, Bes-
sie?”

“Yes, dearie; all is ready for you.
Try to”"make a good breakfast, my
dear; it will be so cold traveling.”

“Yes,” Sidney answered, shivering a
little as she stood for a moment at the
window looking ‘out into the street, so
pure and white, for it had been snow-
ing heavily, and as yet there had not
been much movement or many pass-
ers by. :

“You must not linger, Miss Sidrey,”
Bessie said, hastily. “You have no
time to spare.’

“Don't fidget, Bessie! If I do not go
at ten, there is a train at twelve
thirty.”

“lI think the doctor wished you to
go early, Miss Sidney.”

Sidney turned quickly.

“Why ?”

“I—I—I domn't know, dearie;.but it
soon grows dark now,” Mrs. Sandys
answered, stammering a little.

“It is enly a two hours’ journey,”
faughingly. “But I will
still I cannot go with-

Sidney said,
hurry, Bessie;
out seeing papa.”

“I am quite sure the doctor would
not like you to miss your train on that
account, Miss Sidney,” the old woman
remarked, hurriedly.

“Are you? Well, I am sure papa
would not like me to go without say-
ing good-bye to him,” Sidney declar-
ed. “What are you thinking of, Bes-
sie?”

“I don’t want you to be traveling

after dark, dearie,” the old woman

ALL

hMmacmmhy ‘onlsnilan'dsu.in!iomes

ud:uﬂpoor. PmtyCendemedM:lk:sm
dqﬂyuss. Forcoohngudfor

“You think I h,ve you dear fussy
old §Mu"' Sidney answered, nﬂupj

rooni bﬁt as the door hloud’ upon
hor. the smile faded, and her face were

The fire. was wnx up hlﬂl 3
the dinan—Wom‘. “q.\l( a sﬂ‘tlnt
ried up with hot coffee n% eggs LA
Siddey ‘did not feel inelined to fuil

plying herself to her breaktast she
down by the tablo and glsnced roffh
‘the room.

as the old man-servant put the dishes.|
near her and took off the covers.
“Yes, Miss Sidney.”
“Do you know where he has gone,
Benson ?” .
“He followed the master immedibite-
ly,” Benson said quietly, and, perhaps
to avoid further questioning, left’ he

LR
1

room.

ly; something was wrong, she thouglit,
and the servants did-not care fo tell
her even what they knew. What was

departed in hot haste, for a pile of let-
ters, some of them unopened, lay be-
side his. plate, the envelope of one
partly opened, theh evidently dropped
in haste.
somewhere? Had anything happened
last night? She put down her untasted

coffee and rose. She could not be

the table restlessly,
put aside her fears, but vainly.

ledge, the beautiful
which had been raised to his, apd his
long absence from the '
disappearance. . What was the m’eag—
ing of it all? ; @

Bah! How foolish she was. What
could have happened? .No doubt Mrs.
Rutledge had left early, in obedience
to her husband’'s wishes, and Frank,
finding the ball tedious after her de-
parture, had left also. And Stephen
was always to be beguiled away from
the ball-room by the temptation of a
cigar. She was _getting foolish and
imaginative, nervous and fanciful. She
would eat her breakfast and start
for Lindhurst, where a favorite s¢hool-
fellow, the daughter of the rector, was
looking forward to het_‘ visit, and the
change would put her all right again.

She drank some coffee, and half me-
chanically, helped herself to an egg;
but there her breakfast ended; al-
though she sat at the table for a few
minutes longer. Then, once more ris-
ing hastily, she went over to the win-
dow, as if oppressed by some intoler-
able anxiety. It had begun to snow
again, although not heavily, and a
horseman who was pulling in his horse
just outside at the gate of the Gray
House was lightly covered with the
white flakes. He lifted his hat to Sid-’
ney and smiled, and the girl’s heart
almost ceased to beat in the sudden:

The next minute she had turned ﬁ'om‘
the window and put her hand in Step-
hen Daunt’s. :
“Well, how are you?” he said chioer-
ily. “I hardly expected - to find iyou
down after your dissip_;tlon. S
ing,” Sidney answered, raising j»her
calm and severe, as usual, but \xery
pale. '
“Yes, so Dr. Arnold told me. Ilam
the bearer of a note to you, Sldn@y."
“Thank you,” Sidney said_slowly,
taking it from him. “Are you going to
‘the works, Stephen? Have you break-
fast?”’ :

“Thank you, yes.”

He mmrsd across the room while
Sidney omod her note, It contained

| tew lines from her father, = TS e

"Donotwnlttommsusom

and nmng her head as she lef: the |

a sad ‘and anxious expressi ﬁ’u’ﬁé‘

Besasie’s injunction, and, instead of ap--

“Ig ‘Dr Eliot:ott  also?” she asw}‘

’ 4

Sidney glanced round her anxious-

the mystery? Her father had evidently

Had there been an aecident

still in this state of anxiety and alarm,
and she went from the table to the
window and from the window back to
endeavoring io

Pushing back her hair from her
forehead, she tried to recall the events
of the past night. She remembered the
angry eager voices in the little sitting-
room, the quick, almost imperative
words Stephen Daunt had spoken to
her when he mistook her for Mrs. Rut-
frightened face

ball-room,
Sibyl’s early departure, and Frank’s

relief to her over-powering anxlety.:

< i
“I am going to Lindhurst this mern--

shining eyes to his face, which was,

"‘Mah'

served fruit!

Taste that wonderful |

in Kellogg’s Corn Flake® Compare it with
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London Police

force on December 31, 1924 was 19;-

the commissioner of pollce, data froin
which have just been made available
through the Foreign Information ef
Bankers Trust Company of New York.
At the close of the year the force was
1,025 below the authorized maximum.
This shortage is attributed to the need
for strict economy in the expenditure
of public funds. The number of con-
stables, or as we would call them in
New York, policemen, available for
beats, fixed points, and patrol beafg
in the metropolis, after proyiding fot
the men assigned to traffic duties, sta~
tion reserves, etcetra, was 9,196, out
of a total of 15,3560. The commission=
er of police states that owing to the
reduced strength at his disposal great
difficulty had been experienced in
carrying on the . multifarious duties
with which the force is charged, parti-
cularly in the suburban areas. He
therefore urges the necessity of an in-

GooD FOR LITTLE
TUMMIES

Life* Savers are the

* idealcandy for young-

‘whose ies

are s0 easily upset by
richer sweets.

Take a few rolls
home for that expec+
tant moment when
some httle feller says:
- Daddy, did you
bring ‘me anything?’’

*  Safefor little teeth,
too. No sticky debris
to cause tooth decay.

It is much better to
mchildreu the right

candy regu-

Sis flavers displayed at

crease in the number of men enrolled.
The report states that satisfactory

‘1 23 there were. 103 cases,

and,. the
number ‘6f persons ﬂf‘oéeedtxd against

and Cnme Recor s " discipline has been “maintained and was 72, while in 1924 the figures were
This decrease [

Athat infractions have. for the great 26 and 19 respectively.

|

|

.| shown over the figures for ;last year:

| tenses show a substantial-decrease. A
| decrease is also shown-in eages-of re-

e
| above one year of age and 12:cases of
°] murder of infants are recorded ;as

'} against 27 and 15 respectively in.1923.

1 wounding and assault . show a de-

‘provement which had taken place in

| crease of 25 cases.

part, been of a mincr nature. It is,

The strength of the London poli¢e stated that the offens2 of drunkenness,
i or drinking on duty, formerly too pre-;
356 according to an official report “of valent, has been almost entirely era-| several cases during 1923.
policemen foundI

dicated; that the
on duty, or the worse for drink, is in-
variably severely punished.

The commissioner notes the im-
recent years in the social status of
the policemen, which he attributes,
among other things, to the better rate
or remuneration now given for their
services. Another contributory cause
to the higher grading of the police
officer is attributed to the care now
taken to provide him with ample fac-
ilities for joining in healthy recrea-
tion. Improved training and educa-
tion have also played a very promin-

ent part, and a great deal has been
achieved in recent years in the way
of arranging sports, pastimes and en-
tertainments to be  more fully parti- |
cipated in by the police. Numerous
successes in open sports competitions

| the owners and the amount of rewards

have been secured, and the sectional
and inter-divisional competitions have
tended to create healthy rivglry. : ]
There are now 50 women poblice on '
the London force; namely, 2 inspec-
tors, 5 sergeants and 43 constables.
As to the work of .theapu‘hce. thel
commissioner observes" that there has
been a. slight increas_q,!p the number
of crimes committed during 1924,
there having been 15,43&-}nﬂic«t&ble.of-‘
fenses during 1924 against :15;383 -in.
1923. Burglaries and hpuse-breakings
show very little variation;.there was
a noticeable increase-im. the: number
of cases of larceny hy.servants and
embezzlement. Taking.all classes of
larceny together, and-ineluding .em-
bezlement, an-increase. of- 70, eases is

Cases of obtaining goods by false pre-

celving stolen property. . There wasa
§ycrease in crimes if violence during
16 cases of murder;of:persens

There was an increase.of 10 .in the
number of cases of manslaughter, but

There were 309 moton.vﬂclﬂ 8tol-
ven in 1924 and 199 rTecovered, The
number of sets of fingerprints receiv-
ed for search in 1924 was 36,006, of

| ten 15,750 sets: were indentitid. 53 &
| those of persons who had been previ- "
-} ously convicted since the introduction !  *

of the finger print m in.: 1901,
217, 948 KO&MII&M m.:.

| is attributed without doubt to the de—

! terrent effect of the heavy sentences,

some of penal servitude, imposed in |

The report contains a
ing the number of traffic

fatalities in
1924 as compared with the two pre-

ceding years. There were 844 fatali- |
ties in 1924, 590 to pedestrians, and
184 to cyclists, as compared with a
total of 668 in 1923, of which 485 ‘were
to pedestrians, and 116 to cyclists.
The main cause of fatalities is attri-
buted to pedestrians crossing the road
especially in passing between or be-
hind stationary vehicles, and children
playing in the roadway.

66,416 umbrellas and sticks, and 96,-
898. miscellaneous articles, making -‘a
total of 163, 314 articles found in pub-
He carriages were deposited with the
police department during the year. Of
this number 64,279 were restored to

p4td to drivers and conductors was
£9,429.
4

“The Westward Flow '

&
“Nancouver hopes to ship 100,000,000
bushels of this year's crop.
w_unld about double the city’s previous
ré&gord in, grain shipments. Six years
ag ; Vanqouver was not shipping ai
bughel of grain.

f0Dther cities on the coast will par- !
ticlpate ifi grain shipments as they !
aéa_iire the necessary facilities.

#Thus has the Panama Canal

and

the flow gf+trade.
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