
Detectives of the Dock
thrilling jobs fob customs

OFFICIALS.

Few people are unfamiliar with the 
work of Customs officials, but there 
are many who would be at a loss for 
an answer were they aeked to explain 
how the system originated.

So ancient la this system that it Is 
not possible to assign any definite 
date, or even century, to its begin­
ning.

The right of levying dues on goods 
entering or leaving our ports was at 
first vested In the king, and It is from 
this that we get the name of Customs, 
early records referring to it ae an 
"ancient and Just custom." Among 
the articles on which charges are lev­
ied were wool, leather, hides, and
wax. In the time of Edward I. there 
was a general tax of one and a quar­
ter per cent on all Imports and.-ex­
ports.

Destroyed By Fire.
The history of the Customs Depart­

ment is intimately connected with 
that of the fine building facing the 
Thames near Billingsgate. This is 
Custom House ,and it Is the fifth to 
occupy the site.

The first C—' " House was erect­
ed in 1385, whe was the practice 
to sell the customs - the highest bid­
der for a given period. Two hundred 
years later the original building was 
replaced by a larger one, which was 
destroyed in the Great Fire. Sir 
Christopher Wren built third at 
a cost of ten thousand p'-nnds, and 
this suffered a similar fate in 1715.

Exactly a hundred years afterwards 
the fourth Custom House was like­
wise destroyed, to be succeeded by 
the palatial building that adorns 
Thames-side to-day. This was de­
signed by Smirke, the architect of the 
British Museum ,and cost about half a 
million pounds.

The Customs House Cruiser.
In most minds the work of the Cus­

toms Department consists of collect­
ing and safeguarding the national re­
venue and searching for .contraband 
goods. Quite apart from this, how­
ever. the Customs officials are respon­
sible for compiling vital statistics, 
bearing on commerce, enforcing the 
Copyright Acts and the Merchandise 
Marks Acts, preventing adulterated 
hodstuffs from entering our home 
markets, restricting the movements 
if undesirable aliens, and acting In 
;ertain matters tor the Admiralty and 
Trinity House.

The safeguarding of Industries Act 
and the German Reparations Levy, 
entail a large volume of extra work 
for the officials, while the recent pas­
sing of. the Plumage BUI means a 
Customs man must add to his equip­
ment a knowledge of ornithology.

Up to the beginning of last cen­
tury the department maintained a 
number of revenue cutters, ships that 
figured prominently In the story of 
smuggling. To-day Custom House 
employs in their stead à large fleet 
of motor launches, row-boats, board­
ing vessels, and one cruiser, the Vigil­
ant.

On The Smuggler’s Track.
The last named Is stationed oft 

Gravesend, and it is her business to 
keep a watchful eye on all ships en­
tering the Thames. Occasionally she 
puts to sea and visits the more remote 
ports, or does a little prying among 
the outlying islands of Scotland.

Rummaging duty, as searching for 
contraband 1s termed, is often arduous 
work, involving great tact and In­
genuity. The experienced Customs 
man is able to recognize the likely 
smuggler almost at a glance, hut to 
bring home to him his guilt often 
needs the powers of deduction of a 
Sherlock Holmes.

Misdescription Is the favorite met­
hod of attempting smuggling. Re­
cently, for example, a consignment of 
teddy bears was examined on suspic­
ion. when It was found that Inside 
each toy bear was a packet of sac­
charine. An average of ten thousand 
seizures is made every year in this
way.

A Egg a-Day Hen

STILL LAYING AFTER 44 WEEKS.

A Rhode Island hen has laid 312 
eggs in 308 days in the Wiltshire 
County Council’s egg-laying trials just
completed.

The hen laid on every day of the 44 
weeks and on toùr days laid twice.

The manager of the trials said it 
was thought to be a world’s record. 
The hen, he said, laid every day for a 
fortnight before the trials startèd and 
every day after they closed until her 
owner, Mr. Guy Adams, of Purton, 
took her away. . • •

In July a Rhode Island Red laid an 
egg a day for 62 days In the National 
Laying Test on the London and 
North-Eastern Railway Company’s 
farm at Bentley, Suffolk, for the' 
Pally Mail gold challenge cup.
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New, Seasonable Merchandise-priced so sensationally low that we 
if a single garment remains at the end of this week’s selling

IÉÜ Children’s
Gingham Dresses 

88c
Values up to $1.60

Sizes 4 to 14 years; excellent Garments 
for around the house—good service- x 
able materials.

New Fall 
Sweaters
A very large assortment of New 
Fall all Wool Sweaters, just open­
ed—in Pullover, Jacquette and 
Coat styles. All shades and sizes.

A Sensational Offering of

NEW FAIL DRESSES
y.98 g.98

IN WONDERFUL FALL STYLES!
Think of it! So early in the season—and a stylish Fall Dress at so low 
a price—Why you could not buy the materials alone for the price ask­
ed. Materials of Poiret Twill, Bilk, Tricosham, Jersey. All sizes, 16 to 
52. >

—

Cotton
Blouses

i
Values up to $1.20 

A splendid assortment, all good 
washable materials; all sizes.

Values $1.60 
Best grade of Crepe- 
de-Chine and Silk 
Camisoles; all shades 
and sizes ; — easily 
worth double.............

Special Offering

New Waists
An extensive as­
sortment of the 
New Fall Waists 
—in Silk, Crepe- 
de-Chine, Tricol- 
lette, Canton 
Crepe — every 
new color and 
combination. Ex­
tra special values 
for this Sale.

Ladies’
Bloomers
Colors of Flesh and White, elastic at 
t . waist and knee.

Children’s OQ^ 
Bloomers
Well made little Bloomers for children. 
Buy two or three pairs at so low a cost.

Children’s Dresses 4.98
A Mo lir, 4-/1 17 irAAvo . Hlld
Ages 6 up to. 17 years, 

i/ovely little Dresses for tne miss and smaller girl—in 
French Ferge, Suedene. Colors of Navy, Brown, Navy and 
Henna Combinations. Some in Coatee Waist and Skirt 
Combination................ 5.98

« • •• • •• • • m • • • • • ir- *•

fiirls’ Coat 
Sweaters
Ages 8 to 17 years. Very best 
quality Woollen^-Coat Sweaters 
for girls, in nice shades and com­
binations. V

New FaU Q 
Skirts O
A splendid range of new Skirts—in 
Plaids, Serges, Checks—all sizes and 
models. Values at $5.00

A Soper Wonder Special !
lOOO Pairs

MEN’S KHAKI
More than an B# A 

Overall g

All sizes for a
young men—men ™

and stout men. ^ ^

J Better than
\ Pants for Work.

Made of good 
g% durable Khaki. 

Values at $2.00

Men’s Blue Boys’ Velour
Work Shirts and Plush Hals
All sizes. Values at $1.20 Ages 2 to 12 years.

Values at $1.$0

69c 98c

Extraordinary Values in

New Fall
while they last, 
at these two sen­
sationally low 
prices. Styles for 
the Miss, styles 
for the Women. 
In Poiret Twills, 
Tweeds and Vel­
ours. All the new 
styles; every suit 
worth double and 
mor6 •• e•

1.98

and

Misses’ and Wom<

FALL COA’
9.98 & 10.
of splendid quality unfinished Worsteds, in Da 
Blue, Brown and Black—some fur trimmed, 
cedented opportunity to secure your new Coat at t 
dous savings. All sizes for Misses, Women 
Women.
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Snails Forecast more of its moisture than Is neces­
sary.

The anall is never seen abroad ex­
cept before rain, according to W. R. 
Reinicle in a contribution to Science

Observers of natural phenomena and Invention. At that time it is it is yellow, and after It, bine.
• - - (Sr "tiH '' ------ Other snails r*-------found ascending the bark of trees

—
be a hard and long rain they get on 
the sheltered aide of the leaf, 
short rain on the outside of the 
Another snail has the same habit, but 
differs only In its color; before rain

receive the water. In another kind 
snail, a few days before rain a 
"" and deep Indentation, beginning 

head between the horns and 
— jointure at the shell.
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Just Folks. 1
By EDGAR GUEST.

ART.
If you have the lovely ladety with 4 

set of morals shady,
Out of patience with convention- 

and the decencies of life;
If you paint her, haughty, scornful 

doleful, wearisome and mourn- 
ful.

Say a woman you would poison 11 
you had her for a wife;

If she’s given to delusions, voices wild 
and mad Illusions.

Has a mental hydrohobla some 
diagnose as smart.

Though ten million women wouldn’t 
do the tilings she does and 
shouldn’t,

They will say: "The book la sor­
did, but lt'e art!"

Take a person weak, and paint him 
with sin's varnish red and taint 
him

With some awful secret vices which 
he practices unseen,

To the depths degenerate him. till 
you get the world to hate him. 

Leave him nothing that is godly, 
make him everything that’s 

mean;
Page by page aa you debase him, get 

, some silly girl , to chase him. 
Now you’ve given your book a falr- 

torrld start;
Then, you make your readers shiver, 

have them both Jump In the river, i
And they’ll say: “The story’s gloomy, 

hut it’» art!"

But should you by chance be cheer­
ful. using people not so fearful. 

Should your characters go amlllng 
down the street:

Should your fiction man or girl do Just 
the very best they can do 

With the obstacles and trials they 
must meet:

Should they come to sane conclus­
ions about life and Its Illus­ions,

Should they keep their marriage 
vow "’TUI death do part,’’

Should they find a thrill In duty and 
_ J ‘e eome Joy and beauty. 
They will say: "The story» pretty, 

but not art!" r

• Pear,lif1®. for ea8y wash-t
ing.—;eiyi7,tf

Just as Wc Thought
MAJESTIC FEATURE WITH LAU«

BETTE TAYLOR THE BEST YET.

When It comes to really flrst-clasé 
comedy our hats are off to Lauretta 
Taylor and the Metro company foe 
their production of “Happiness » 
which came to the Majestic Theatrd 
last night. It la an aeon since any­
thing has appeared on the screen sq 
light, deft and amusing as this pic- 
turizatlon of J. Hartley Manners! 
Play, which came as sort of a sequel 
to his famous “Peg O’ My Heart”

On the screen "Happiness* outdoes 
•Teg.” It is much smoother, peppier, 
and the general effect arrives at q 
more definite conclusion than the ear­
lier picture. ,

Tonic for the Blues. ' : '’ij

In "Peg" you thought Laurette Tay­
lor was the entire center of every­
thing that stands for Joy and good 
will in the world—In "Happiness" 
you KNOW she is. Here Is a film that 
acts as a tonic on the nerves of the 
audience.

Miss Taylor had established a placé 
entirely her own as the queen of 
comediennes behind the footlights 
now she has won a similar niche la 
the realm of the cinema. No one wé 
can think of possesses the samd 
amount of personality and fire as 
this really great actress, and nobody 
can transfer her art to the screen aé 
well as she.

Atteins Her GoeL
In this, her second picture for 

Metro, she has attained the goal she 
set for herself in "Peg"—the final 
development on the screen of the 
same wonderful ease and naturalness 
which made her one of the best­
loved stars of the stage, and made it 
possible for her to put over the whim­
sies concerning the lives of little poor 
girls and the optimism In their 
hearts. .. <

The story of "Happiness” enters on 
the adventures of Jenny, a shop girl, 
when she Is Invited to the home of a 
wealthy society matron who has be­
come bored with too much money and 
a lack of desire to do anything worth 
while In the world.

An exceptionally fine cast supporté 
Miss Taylor.

See the special advertisement else­
where in this Issue of the Evening 
Telegram.

This feature which tor a while was 
a sensation In New York will he re­
peated to-night, to-morrow afternoon 
and night.—Don’t miss It.

The water In which the vegetable» 
are cooked can be Used to dilute the 
evaporated milk for the cream sauce.
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